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LATE CONTRIBUTION

1  Discussion
3GPP activities toward Revision 14 of Rec. ITU-R M.1457
RAN#78 approved the Final Submission (RP-172790/PCG40_09) toward Revision 14 of Recommendation ITU-R M.1457, “Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000)”, providing material on Release 13 and Release 14. Revision 14 of Rec. ITU-R M.1457 is anticipated to be finalized by ITU-R in 2018.
As a matter of fact the contribution toward Revision 14 of Rec. ITU-R M.1457 contains only LTE-related features (the activity on UMTS is drying up in 3GPP).
Discussion at PCG#39 on future updates of ITU-R Recs on IMT
PCG#39 acknowledged that 3GPP is providing updates to both Recommendation ITU-R M.1457 and Recommendation ITU-R M.2012 (“Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications Advanced (IMT-Advanced)”) on a regular basis (typically biennially), following the timeschedule indicated by ITU-R. These updates require substantial efforts in 3GPP and additional efforts will be required in future for the updates to the new Recommendation currently designated in ITU-R WP5D as draft new Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS] (“Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications-2020  (IMT‑2020)”). Therefore, an Action was agreed (Action PCG39/03) to consider what could be done to simplify the method of work between 3GPP and ITU-R.
Update process for ITU-R Recs on IMT
It has to be noted that ITU-R communicate to External Organizations (EOs) the procedures and workplan toward the Revision of the IMT Recommendation under its purview. However, it is up to each EO to decide whether to contribute to a specific Revision of a given Recommendation. Even in the absence of a contribution, the Recommendation will in any case continue to be inforce (until ITU-R deliberately decide to suppress it).
Future updates of Rec. ITU-R M.1457
On the basis of the discussion at PCG#39, and taking into account that future evolutions of 3GPP system from Release 15 onwards will be covered also by other ITU-R Recs on IMT, 3GPP might consider not contributing toward next M.1457 update(s), i.e., stopping updating M.1457 beyond Revision 14 (that contains material on Release 13 and Release 14). This has to be carefully considered, taking into account any possible implication. 
In any case, this would not prejudge the possibility for 3GPP to further update Rec. ITU-R M.1457 in future, if deemed necessary.
2  Proposal
In order to simplify the 3GPP workload toward ITU-R, taking into account that in future updates to draft new Rec. ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS] need to be addressed, in addition to M.1457 and M.2012, it is suggested that 3GPP might consider not contributing to ITU-R toward next Revision(s) of Rec. ITU-R M.1457.
OPs and MRPs are requested to check until the October PCG if this is acceptable, analyzing any possible unintended implication, and, if no outstanding issues are identified, a formal decision can be made at the October PCG meeting.




