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1  Discussion
3GPP specifications are transposed by the 3GPP Organizational Partners (OPs) into their individual Standards Development Organization (SDO) published standards.  As part of this transposition process, the reference links to the SDO deliverables are provided to ITU-R Working Party 5D (WP5D) for incorporation in the relevant ITU-R Recommendations, namely ITU-R M.1457, “Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications-2000 (IMT-2000)” and ITU-R M.2012, “Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications Advanced (IMT-Advanced)”. 
Once 5G is completed in 3GPP and IMT-2020 technology is designated in the ITU-R defined process, we will also need to transpose and provide references to a new ITU‑R M. Series Recommendation in support of IMT-2020 approximately in the year 2020.  This new Recommendation is currently designated in ITU-R WP5D as draft new Recommendation ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS], “Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications-2020  (IMT‑2020)”. The nomenclature ITU-R M.[IMT-2020.SPECS] is a placeholder designation during the work, as the new Recommendation will not receive the final assigned “M.####” designator until approved and published.
For convenience, it will be referred to as “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” from here on in this document. 
2  Current Update Cycle
The existing transposition timeline is as follows:
M.2012  M.1457  M.2012  …
where “” denotes the following year.
It is noted that 3GPP is seeking to shift to a more centralized and mechanized process for the development of all transpositions across the individual SDOs to promote easier creation of the transpositions, ease the burden on individual SDOs  and ensure better uniformity. 
3  Future Update Cycles - Adding the New “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]”
 Once “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” starts, 3GPP has three options:
1. Update “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” every three years: 
“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]”  M.2012  M.1457  “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” …
2. Update “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS] ” every two years:
a) (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  M.1457  (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  …
b) “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]”  (M.2012 + M.1457)  “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]”  …
3. Update “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” every year:
(“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.1457)  (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  …

ATIS believes that updating “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” every year is not necessary and does not fit well with the 3GPP Release cycles. On the other hand, three years may be too long between the “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” updates. Furthermore, it makes more sense from the content as well as process perspectives to group “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” with M.2012. 
To that end, ATIS proposes that the PCG agree on option 2a.
4  Exception for M.1457 Update Overlap
Additionally, if the first “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” update lands in the same year as M.1457 then an exception must be made for the initial year, and there are two options to address the exception:
First, an exception could be made to transpose all three M. Series specs on the first year (and only on the first year):
(M.1457 + “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  M.1457  (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  …
Or, second, an exception could be made to postpone the M.1457 update by one year to sync up with the regularly scheduled cycle as described in 2a:
M.1457   (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  M.1457  (“M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” + M.2012)  …
ATIS proposes the latter option to appropriately postpone an M.1457 update.
5  Proposal
ATIS recommends to discuss and agree with the above two proposals. 
It is recognized that ITU-R WP5D has not yet provided information to the “External Organizations” on the update process for “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]” or how ITU-R intends to approach the overall update cycles of IMT-2000, IMT-Advanced, and IMT‑2020 Recommendations.
In the longer term, further discussions between WP5D and 3GPP on the how often the portfolio of the ITU-R M.1457, M.2012 and the new “M.[IMT-2020.SPECS]”  Recommendations related to the IMT terrestrial radio interface specifications are updated with regard to 3GPP technology evolutions and Releases is suggested. There is an opportunity for 3GPP to work with ITU-R to optimize the relationship between the typical 3GPP Release cycles (which are now approximately every 18 months) and the ITU-R updates as we move to the addition of a third Recommendation in the IMT portfolio.
Following on from the agreement in 3GPP on its views on the update cycles, ATIS can draft a Liaison to ITU-R WP5D on behalf of the OPs detailing the 3GPP view on how 3GPP might prefer to approach the future updating process.




