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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Mr Luis Jorge Romero (Chairman) opened the meeting and welcomed the delegates to Vienna.  Thanks were expressed to ETSI for hosting the meeting and to T-Mobile International Austria for hosting the associated networking event.
The list of participants is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#39(17)01].
The Chairman read the following Antitrust and Competition Law compliance statement to the meeting:

“I draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this PCG meeting including the Chairman and Vice Chairmen. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.

The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.” 

3
Approval of Report of PCG#38
The draft report of PCG#38 was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#39(17)02].

Decision PCG39/01:
Report of PCG#38 approved [3GPP/PCG#39(17)02].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed [3GPP/PCG#39(17)03].  The following updates were noted:

A-PCG38/4: TSG SA Chairman to consider improvements to the process of updating ITU-T Recommendations (Q series) in a manner similar to that undertaken for ITU-R Recommendations [3GPP/PCG#38(17)23].
The TSG SA Chairman reported that he had discussed the matter with ITU-T officials who confirmed that they did not intend to further update the Q Series of Recommendations.  There was therefore no need for 3GPP to further debate the manner in which updates should be provided to ITU-T.
A-PCG38/5: TSG CT Chairman, assisted by the TSG SA and RAN Chairmen, to prepare improved meeting hosting guideline text for consideration at PCG#39 [3GPP/PCG#38(17)28].
The TSG CT Chairman reported that, having considered the existing meeting guideline text it appeared to be adequate.  The matter was therefore considered closed.
All actions from previous meetings were then considered as discharged.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1
TSG CT
Mr Georg Mayer (TSG CT Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#39(17)04].  
There were no matters arising from this report.

4.2
TSG RAN
Mr Balazs Bertenyi (TSG RAN) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#39(17)05].  
There were no matters arising from this report.
4.3
TSG SA
Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#39(17)06].  
There were no matters arising from this report.

5
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities
The Secretary presented a summary of the Features and Studies which are contained within those 3GPP Releases under preparation [3GPP/PCG#39(17)15].  The summary was noted.
6
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

The Secretary presented a list of the new Features which were proposed for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme and those which were proposed for deletion since PCG#38 [3GPP/PCG#39(17)16].  
The Work Programme changes were approved.
Decision PCG39/02:
Changes to the 3GPP Work Programme approved [3GPP/PCG#39(17)16].
7
3GPP Support

7.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#39(17)08].  
It was noted that the workload within 3GPP continues to increase, with more delegates, contributions, change requests and even meetings showing an upward trend.  This led to the conclusion that, if the workload continues to increase at the same rate, then more support resources would be required in 2018.  It was also noted that non-traditional sectors (for example Automotive and Factory Automation) were starting to participate in 3GPP and that this too would cause the project to grow further.  Given the high probability that 3GPP would continue to grow it was agreed that, the Organizational Partners together with the TSG Chairmen, should consider what working method improvements could be made within the project.  Proposals for such improvement should be expected for discussion at PCG#40.
Action PCG39/01: Organizational Partners and TSG Chairmen to consider what working method improvements could be made within the project in anticipation of further growth within the project [3GPP/PCG#39(17)08].
Ms Miller (ATIS) questioned the relationship between the growth of the project, the level of support resources required and how any increase in those resources was calculated.  The Secretary explained that there were two main factors which determined the amount of support resources required: the number of physical meetings held at which MCC support was expected; the volume of approved change requests that need to be implemented by the given deadline.  It was also noted that some MCC Officers were responsible for supporting two Working Groups and that this limited the available for those groups to hold collocated meetings.  Apart from the resource implications, an exchange of views also took place on the working methods within 3GPP.  There had been a tendency to use additional meetings (often convened at short notice) as a method to solve conflicts and complete work, yet history had shown that holding more meetings did not necessarily increase efficiency.
The TSG Chairmen reported that some attempts had been made to limit the number of meetings being held and the notice period given for them.  However, as the problems being experienced were not uniform across the project, so the measures being introduced were not uniform either.  It was agreed that the TSG Chairmen should consider what measures could be taken to limit the number of physical meetings being held and to ensure that sufficient forward planning of those meetings is in place.
Action PCG39/02: TSG Chairmen to consider what measures could be taken to limit the number of physical meetings being held and to ensure that sufficient forward planning of those meetings is in place [3GPP/PCG#39(17)08].
It was noted that the cost of hosting the growing number of meetings had proven to be problematic for some Partners, though others (for example ATIS) were not experiencing such problems. 

Also raised within the MCC Report was the problem experienced with “check-in” at 3GPP meetings, where some delegates had undertaken that task on behalf of others.  It was noted that this behaviour had now been largely brought back under control and that the situation would continue to be monitored in the future.  The legal implications of this behaviour were also noted.

There was growing interest within the TSGs for the audience of the leadership anti-trust training sessions to be widened to include 3GPP delegates.  As such sessions were conducted in Webinar format it was not expected that there would be any financial consequences. It was agreed that the audience for these sessions should be widened. 
Decision PCG39/03:
Audience for the leadership anti-trust training sessions to be widened to include 3GPP delegates [3GPP/PCG#39(17)08].
7.2
Marketing and Communications
Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer), presented a report of the marketing and communications activities that had taken place since the last meeting and the outlook for activities expected to take place during the rest of the year [3GPP/PCG#39(17)11].  There were no matters arising from this report. 
8
Working Procedures and Working Methods

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item. 
9
Matters Arising from ITU

It was noted that the following document had been approved by the PCG by correspondence on 22 September 2017:
DRAFT LTI on LS on the schedule for updating recommendation ITU-R M.1457 to revision 14 [SP-170904] [3GPP/PCG#39(17)13].
The following document had been submitted to this PCG meeting and was approved:
Draft LTI on Liaison statement to external organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 [SP-170805] [3GPP/PCG#39(17)14].
Decision PCG39/04:
Draft LTI on Liaison statement to external organizations on the revision of Recommendation ITU-R M.2084-0 approved [SP-170805] [3GPP/PCG#39(17)14].
Dr Khatibi (ATIS) explained the method by which updates were being provided to ITU-R for the existing Recommendations M.2012 (IMT-Advanced) and M.1457 (IMT-2000) [3GPP/PCG#39(17)17].  The updates to these two existing Recommendations were provided biennially (M,2012, followed by M.1457, followed by M.2012).  Consideration was then given to the method by which updates should be provided to the new Recommendation M.[IMT-2020] and how those updates should fit into the existing sequence.  It was agreed that updates to the three Recommendations should be provided biennially, but in the sequence M.[IMT-2020]+M.2012, followed by M.1457, followed by M.[IMT-2020]+M.2012.

Decision PCG39/05:
Future updates to ITU-R Recommendations to be provided biennially in the sequence M.[IMT-2020]+M.2012, followed by M.1457, followed by M.[IMT-2020]+M.2012. [3GPP/PCG#39(17)17].
It was also noted that the first IMT-2020 submission to ITU-R could fall in the year which, by sequence, should be the year in which an update should be provided to M.1457.  In such a case, the update to M.1457 should be postponed by one year in order to synchronise the new update sequence.
Decision PCG39/06:
If the first IMT-2020 submission to ITU-R falls in the year which, by sequence, should be the year in which an update should be provided to M.1457, the update to M.1457 is to be postponed by one year in order to synchronise the new update sequence. [3GPP/PCG#39(17)17].
It had already been noted that 3GPP would no longer provide updates to ITU-T in respect of the Q series.  However, this occasion was taken as an opportunity to remind all Partners that, in accordance with the 3GPP Partner Agreement, all 3GPP Specifications and Reports shall be transposed into Partner deliverables and not just those which are referenced in the updates provided to the ITU.  Mr Meredith (MCC) had provided a presentation which illustrated the intricate means by which 3GPP Specifications and Reports are transposed in Partner deliverables and reiterated the offer to assist Partners in the automation of this process [3GPP/PCG#39(17)26]. 

The TSG RAN Chairman commented that the existing method of working between 3GPP and the ITU was immensely complicated and attempts should be made to simplify it.  He undertook to work with Dr Khatibi (ATIS) and Mr Blust (ITU-R) in order to achieve this objective.
Action PCG39/03: TSG RAN Chairman, assisted by Dr Khatibi (ATIS) and Mr Blust (ITU-R) to consider what could be done to dramatically simplify the way in which 3GPP and the ITU work together [3GPP/PCG#39(17)17].
The TSG SA Chairman and TSG CT Chairman raised concerns that the 3GPP Portal and associated tools were also overly complicated and that, compared with other standards development organizations, left considerable room for improvement.  Concerns were also raised that it was difficult for those not familiar with the tools to find the documentation they were seeking.  It was agreed that measures should be taken to improve the situation by first gathering and consolidating requirements from 3GPP participants.  Noting that an IT Ad Hoc Group was already in existence, under the convenorship of Mr Hayes (ATIS), it was agreed to use that Ad Hoc Group for this purpose.  Once consolidated requirements had been captured an assessment could be made by MCC on the financial impact of implementing them.
Action PCG39/04: IT Ad Hoc Group, under the convenorship of Mr Hayes (ATIS), to gather and consolidate requirements for improvements to be made to the 3GPP Portal and associated tools, and to present those requirements to the PCG.
10
Matters Arising from MRPs
GCF
Mr Hogg (GCF), presented a report on the activities of GCF [3GPP/PCG#39(17)29].  GCF had emphasised the importance of developing TTCN for 5G NR in a timely fashion, noting that first deployments were expected in the 2018-2019 timeframe.  With this in mind, GCF had offered a voluntary cash payment of 156 kEUR during 2018 towards this work.  The Secretary commented that the generous offer should of course be gratefully accepted but expressed concerns on the ability of the TTCN Task Force to deliver the requisite TTCN within the 2018 calendar year, which had been a stipulated condition of the offer.  The reason for these concerns was that the Task Force could only start their work when the related base specifications were stable and test specifications had been completed.  With the current compression of the 5G timeline it could not be guaranteed that these would be in place in time.  The PCG accepted the offer of voluntary funding in principle, on the basis that the finer details of any commitments could be amicably resolved.
Decision PCG39/07:
GCF offer of voluntary funding for the development of 5G NR TTCN accepted in principle, on the basis that the finer details of any commitments could be amicably resolved [3GPP/PCG#39(17)29].
NGMN

Mr Moschner (NGMN) presented a report on the activities of the NGMN Alliance [3GPP/PCG#39(17)10].  NGMN were now using Operator Members to present their results to a wider audience and this had led to a greater acceptance of NGMN positions within 3GPP.
TCCA
Mr Gray (TCCA) presented a report on the activities of TCCA [3GPP/PCG#39(17)12].  The TSG SA Chairman reported on the ongoing work within WG SA6 in developing an infrastructure framework and associated API’s, urging TCCA that if, during the development of mission critical applications, they discovered the need for interfaces to be described, that this work should ideally be done within 3GPP. Mr Gray confirmed that this indeed was the intention of TCCA.

Also noted was the creation of a Broadband Industry Group (BIG) within TCCA, which had the objective of assisting industry in the production of standards compliant products.
5G Americas

Mr Pearson (5G Americas), while not present in the meeting, had submitted a report on the activities of 5G Americas [3GPP/PCG#39(17)18].
Also made available to the meeting were the following reports:
5G Spectrum Requirements [3GPP/PCG#39(17)19].
5G Regulatory Policy Considerations and Spectrum Sharing [3GPP/PCG#39(17)20].

GSMA
Mr Hutton (GSMA) presented a report on the activities of GSMA focussing on activities in the area of identity, privacy and data protection [3GPP/PCG#39(17)23].  Of particular note was the work ongoing with regulators in the area of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).  
Also presented was a request from GSMA to incorporate the existing LTE logo into a new LTE-M logo [3GPP/PCG#39(17)24].  It was noted that there existed an established online procedure to obtain permission for LTE logo use and Mr Hutton was recommended to submit the GSMA request through that channel.
PSCE
Mr Lund (PSCE) presented a report on the activities of Public Safety Communications Europe (PSCE) [3GPP/PCG#39(17)25].  The question was raised as to the relationship between PCSE and TTCA.  Mr Lund confirmed that the PCSE objectives were specifically related to broadband services (while TCCA also covered narrowband TETRA services) and that a cooperation agreement existed between the two organizations. 

5G-IA
Mr Bienaimé (5G-IA) presented a report on the activities of the 5G Infrastructure Association [3GPP/PCG#39(17)30].  It was noted that 5G-IA were active in organising showcases and trials in advance of commercial deployments expected in the 2020 timeframe.  It was further noted that 5G-IA were exclusively referring to 5G as defined by 3GPP. 
GSA

Mr Barrett (GSA) presented a report of the activities of GSA [3GPP/PCG#39(17)28].  The report confirmed that GSA would continue to track operator trials in advance of their deployments and track the use cases which early deployments were satisfying. 
11
External Relations and Liaisons

There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
12
Appointment of PCG Chairman and Vice-Chairmen for 2018

The Secretary presented the history of PCG leadership [3GPP/PCG#39(17)07].  When considering the situation for 2018, the PCG decided once more to appoint a Chairman and three Vice Chairmen as follows:

Chairman:
Ms Susan Miller (ATIS)

Vice Chairmen:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA)




Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI)




Mr Shuichi Inada (TTC)
Decision PCG39/08:
Ms Susan Miller (ATIS) appointed as PCG Chairman for 2018 [3GPP/PCG#39(17)07].
Decision PCG39/09:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA), Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI) and Mr Shuichi Inada (TTC) appointed as PCG Vice-Chairmen for 2018 [3GPP/PCG#39(17)07].
13
Any Other Business

Mrs Lee (TTA) presented an overview of the Korean plans for 5G deployment, including the early deployment targeting the 2018 Winter Olympic Games [3GPP/PCG#39(17)21].  
13
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:
PCG#40
11 April 
2018
China
OP#39
12 April 
2018
China
There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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