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1
Background
3GPP is an international standards organization with participation from companies from all regions of the world. In order to allow all companies to send their dedicated experts to 3GPP meetings it is therefore seen necessary that meeting venues are chosen in a way to allow access for all delegates to these venues, regardless of specific backgrounds of the delegates, such as e.g. their nationality.
The 3GPP hosting guidelines so far do not take care of this requirement. 
2
Proposal
It is proposed to amend the 3GPP hosting guidelines (see http://www.3gpp.org/wiki/index.php?title=Hosting%20guidelines&lang=en) in the following way:
Hosting Venues

3GPP meetings are for working, however this does not preclude having the meeting in pleasant surroundings. If the host is not providing meals, then it is encouraged to have the meetings in locations within easy walking distance of several restaurants. This allows the delegates to have shorter lunch breaks. The meeting venue is expected to be in safe locations to minimize delegates being killed or their belongings stolen.

Venues are expected to reflect the geographic distribution of the delegates themselves. Meetings outside of the primary geographic areas of the organizational partners are discouraged (e.g., South of the Equator). Meeting locations should be reachable within 3 hops.

Meeting venues are expected to be hosted in countries that can ensure entrance for all delegates regardless of the delegates’ nationality.    

