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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Mr Luis Jorge Romero (Chairman) opened the meeting and welcomed the delegates to West Palm Beach.  Thanks were expressed to the North American Friends of 3GPP for hosting the meeting and associated networking event.
The list of participants is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#38(17)01].
The Chairman read the following Antitrust and Competition Law compliance statement to the meeting:

“I draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this PCG meeting including the Chairman and Vice Chairmen. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.

The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.” 

3
Approval of Report of PCG#37
The draft report of PCG#37 was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#38(17)02].

Decision PCG38/01:
Report of PCG#37 approved [3GPP/PCG#38(17)02].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed [3GPP/PCG#38(17)03].  The following update was noted:

A-PCG37/1: TSG SA and CT Chairmen to consider producing Executive Summaries of their meetings in a manner similar to that done by TSG RAN.
The TSG SA and TSG CT Chairmen confirmed that there were producing Executive Summaries of their meetings in a manner similar to TSG RAN.
All actions from previous meetings were discharged.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1
TSG CT
Mr Georg Mayer (TSG CT Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#38(17)04].  
It was noted that Stage 1 (Requirements) and Stage 2 (Architecture) mission critical work that had been completed in TSG SA was now within TSG CT for Stage 3 (Protocol) development.  However, while Stage 1 and Stage 2 activities had been appropriately resourced, there was a noticeable shortfall in resources available for the completion of Stage 3.  This had the risk of delaying the completion of mission critical functionality.  A plea was made for relevant industry players to be aware of this risk and to reconsider the resources they provide to TSG CT activities.
It was also noted that consideration was being given to the development of northbound APIs for mission critical features within TSG SA and that there was a risk of overlap with the protocol work being performed in TSG CT.  The TSG CT and TSG SA Chairman confirmed that this was expected to be further discussed at the next TSG plenary meetings.

4.2
TSG RAN
Mr Flore (TSG RAN Outgoing Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#38(17)05].  
Prof Karandikar (TSDSI) commented on the development of Release 15 narrowband IoT (NB IoT) and the expected timeline for the completion of the TDD operation mode which was of significant interest to India.  The RAN Chairman confirmed that both FDD and TDD modes were expected to be completed by September 2018 (ASN.1) and that any prioritization of the respective modes would be considered on the basis of contributions submitted to future meetings. 

TSG RAN had also approved revised Terms of Reference for Task 160 (TTCN for 3GPP Terminals) detailing the work which would be undertaken during 2017 [3GPP/PCG#38(17)30].  These Terms of Reference were approved by the PCG.
Decision PCG38/02:
Revised Terms of Reference for Task 160 (TTCN for 3GPP Terminals) approved [3GPP/PCG#38(17)30].
This being the last PCG meeting at which Mr Dino Flore would be present in the capacity of TSG RAN Chairman, a vote of thanks were extended for his services over the last four years.

4.3
TSG SA
Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#38(17)31].  
As discussed under the TSG CT Report, SA6 were considering the development of northbound APIs for mission critical functionality.  However, consideration was also being given to the development of APIs for other industry sectors such as broadcast and M2M.  This had led to the conclusion that a generic API framework should be developed.  It was noted that the Open Mobile Alliance (OMA) had published specifications which would serve as a very good starting point for this framework (OMA-ARC specifications related to Net API), and it was believed that obtaining copyright release to produce derivatives of those specifications would be the most expedient way forward.  It was agreed that the PCG Chairman would approach OMA with this request, noting that the next meeting of the OMA Board was scheduled to take place on 15 May [3GPP/PCG#38(17)39]. 
Action PCG38/01: PCG Chairman to write to the Open Mobile Alliance requesting copyright release of their OMA-ARC specifications related to NET API [3GPP/PCG#38(17)39].
5
Appointment of TSG Chairmen and Vice Chairmen
The Secretary presented the results of the elections that had taken place during the recent TSG meetings held in Dubrovnik [3GPP/PCG#38(17)09].  A summary of the election results is given below:

	TSG CT
	TSG RAN
	TSG SA

	Chairman

Mr Georg Mayer

HuaWei Technologies Co., Ltd
CCSA
	Chairman

Mr. Balázs Bertényi
Nokia Corporation

ETSI
	Chairman

Mr Erik Guttman

Samsung R&D Inst. UK 
ETSI

	Vice Chairman

Mr Behrouz Aghili

InterDigital Communications
ATIS
	Vice Chairman

Mr. Vince Spatafora

AT&T
ATIS
	Vice Chairman

Ms LaeYoung Kim
LG Electronics Inc
TTA

	Vice Chairman

Mr Johannes Achter

Deutsche Telekom AG

ETSI
	Vice Chairman

Dr. Xiaodong XU
China Mobile Com. Corporation

CCSA

	Vice Chairman

Mr Gregory Schumacher
Sprint Corporation
ATIS

	Vice Chairman

Mr. Atsushi Minokuchi

NTT DOCOMO Inc

TTC
	Vice Chairman

Mr Satoshi Nagata

NTT DOCOMO Inc
ARIB
	Vice Chairman

Mr Yusuke Nakano

KDDI Corporation

ARIB


The PCG appointed all of the officials that had been elected by the TSGs.

Decision PCG38/03:
TSG Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen that had been elected during the TSG meetings held in Dubrovnik, appointed by the PCG [3GPP/PCG#38(17)09].
Thanks were expressed on behalf of 3GPP to all the outgoing Chairman and Vice Chairmen for the work they had performed.

6
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities
The Secretary presented a summary of the Features and Studies which are contained within those 3GPP Releases under preparation [3GPP/PCG#38(17)24].

Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) informed the meeting that work was under way to produce more easily understood descriptions of 3GPP results for external audiences and that these would be in the form of descriptions of each feature at the time that they are completed.
Mr Toche (on behalf of CCSA) had noted that a Working Agreement had been established during the last TSG RAN meeting on the evolution of two IoT modes (NB-IoT and eMTC), questioning how this work would now proceed [3GPP/PCG#38(17)34].  The TSG RAN Chairman confirmed that, if no objections were received by the deadline, both of the proposed NB-IoT and eMTC work items would be approved.  If objections were received which could not be solved bilaterally, then a vote could ultimately take place at the next TSG RAN meeting.  In document 34, CCSA had recommended not to limit the discussion in TSG RAN to the approval or rejection of the working agreement and address how to protect and develop the IoT ecosystem in 3GPP.  CCSA suggested to take into account the impacts on already deployed solutions and consider a potentially converged approach.
7
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

The Secretary presented a list of the new Features which were proposed for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme and those which were proposed for deletion [3GPP/PCG#38(17)25].  
The Work Programme changes were approved.
Decision PCG38/04:
Changes to the 3GPP Work Programme approved [3GPP/PCG#38(17)25].
8
3GPP Support

SA3 LI had been receiving MCC support on a temporary basis since mid-2016.  Consideration had been given to finding a volunteer to provide such support but, after diligent search, a volunteer could not be found.  In addition, the nature of the work performed by the SA3 LI, was such that professional support services were indispensable.  The TSG SA Chairman had therefore proposed that SA3 LI continue to receive MCC support on a long term basis [3GPP/PCG#38(17)18].  This proposal was approved by the PCG.  However, in so doing, it was stressed that the nature of the work performed by SA3 LI was the primary reason why support resources had been assigned and this did not set a precedent if similar requests were to be received from other sub-working groups. 
Decision PCG38/05:
MCC support to SA3 LI to be provided on a long term basis [3GPP/PCG#38(17)18].
8.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#38(17)20].  
It was noted that the anti-trust and competition law training that had been put in place for 3GPP Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and Organizational Partner staff was attracting attention from other 3GPP constituents.  This had led to the question of whether these training sessions should be made open to the wider community or whether they should remain restricted to leadership holders only.  It was agreed that the term “leadership” encompassed more than just elected Chairmen and Vice Chairmen, since there were others who acted in a leadership capacity such as session chairmen, convenors of ad hoc groups etc.  It was also agreed that it was in the interest of 3GPP that this wider leadership be appropriately trained.  In conclusion, it was agreed that the calling notices for these training sessions would continue to be distributed to the list of Chairmen and Vice Chairmen but that they could exercise discretion in recommending others that should be similarly invited.
Decision PCG38/06:
Antitrust and competition law training sessions to be open to elected Chairmen and Vice Chairman as well as others recommended by them [3GPP/PCG#38(17)20].
Due to the increasing workload within 3GPP the proposal had been made to increase MCC resources by one additional Officer [3GPP/PCG#38(17)21].  This proposal was approved by the PCG.
Decision PCG38/07:
MCC support resources to be increased by one Officer [3GPP/PCG#38(17)21].
Action PCG38/02: Head of MCC to organise the recruitment of one additional headcount for the 3GPP support team [3GPP/PCG#38(17)21].
8.2
Marketing and Communications
Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer), presented a report of the marketing and communications activities that had taken place since the last meeting and the outlook for activities expected to take place during the rest of the year [3GPP/PCG#38(17)19].  There were no matters arising from this report. 
Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) in conjunction with Mr Flynn, proposed that, in addition to the 3GPP Excellence Awards currently in place, a 3GPP Lifetime Achievement award be introduced [3GPP/PCG#38(17)22].  This award was intended to recognise those members of the 3GPP community that had provided consistent, profound and enduring contributions of outstanding significance to the work of 3GPP and its committees over a number of years.  The PCG approved the introduction of this award.
Decision PCG38/08:
3GPP Lifetime Achievement award to be introduced [3GPP/PCG#38(17)22].
Action PCG38/03: 3GPP Marcomms Officer to take the necessary steps to introduce the 3GPP Lifetime Achievement Award [3GPP/PCG#38(17)22].
9
Working Procedures and Working Methods

Dr Khatibi (ATIS) presented a proposal for the manner in which 3GPP specifications should be transposed by the Organizational Partners in the context of ITU processes [3GPP/PCG#38(17)23].  It was noted that a new step (step 16) had been introduced which implied that MCC would develop a generic tool to automate the updating process that could be customized by each Organizational Partner with the appropriate language corresponding to their requirements. To do this, each Organizational Partner would need to provide a full description of the tailoring they perform to convert 3GPP specifications into their own publications.  It was also noted that the process and corresponding schedule would be made visible on the 3GPP server to increase transparency.
The transposition proposal was approved by the PCG

Decision PCG37/09:
Process to be adopted for OP transposition of specifications for ITU purposes approved [3GPP/PCG#38(17)23].
Action PCG38/03bis: 3GPP Organization Partners (OPs) to provide the Specifications Manager (John Meredith) with the necessary information to develop OP-specific macros for the transposition of 3GPP specifications into OP deliverables [3GPP/PCG#38(17)23 step 16].
The proposal above led to a more general discussion concerning the responsibility of all Organizational Partners to undertake the transposition process, noting that in some cases this was not being routinely done.
It was also noted that the transposition process presented in document 3GPP/PCG#38(17)23 provided clear instructions on how updates would be provided to ITU-R, but that there was no corresponding clarity for how updates would be provided to ITU-T.  Moreover, no updates had been provided to ITU-T (Q series) for a considerable period of time.  The TSG SA Chairman agreed to consider how this could be improved for the future.

Action PCG38/04: TSG SA Chairman to consider improvements to the process of updating ITU-T Recommendations (Q series) in a manner similar to that undertaken for ITU-R Recommendations [3GPP/PCG#38(17)23].
10
Matters Arising from ITU

It was noted that the following documents had been approved by the PCG by correspondence since the last meeting:
DRAFT Letter to ITU on the completion of the submission of LTE-Advanced toward Revision 3 of Rec. ITU-R M.2012, “Detailed specifications of the terrestrial radio interfaces of International Mobile Telecommunications Advanced (IMT-Advanced)” [3GPP/PCG#38(17)07].  
Draft LTI on LS on preliminary draft revision of Report ITU-R SM.2351-1 on Smart grid utility management systems [SP170-264] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)10].
Draft LTI on LS on Further information on the invitation for submission of proposals for candidate radio interface technologies for the terrestrial components of the radio interface(s) for IMT-2020 and invitation to participate in their subsequent evaluation [SP-170265] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)11].
Draft LTI on LS on the schedule for updating recommendation ITU-R M.1457 to revision 14 [SP-170266] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)12].
Draft LTI on Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) [SP-170267] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)13].
Draft LTI on LS on Invitation to consider integration of satellite-based solutions into IMT-2020 networks [SP-170268] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)14].
Draft LTI on Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) [SP-170281] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)15]. Supersedes 3GPP/PCG#38(17)13
Draft LTI on LS on Invitation to consider integration of satellite-based solutions into IMT-2020 networks [SP-170282] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)16]. Supersedes 3GPP/PCG#38(17)14.
Reply LS on recent work by JCA-IoT and SC&C [SP-170273] [3GPP/PCG#38(17)17].
11
Matters Arising from MRPs
5G Americas

Mr Pearson (5G Americas), presented a report on the activities of 5G Americas [3GPP/PCG#38(17)26].  The report provided a clear overview of how 3GPP technologies were being deployed in the Americas and this led to the more general question of the Latin American readiness to deploy 5G.  Mr Pearson confirmed that Latin American countries had certainly expressed their strong interest to evolve towards 5G but that low ARPU limited their ability to sustain the CAPEX necessary for such evolution at an early stage.

Also made available to the meeting was the following report:
Wireless Technology Evolution Towards 5G: 3GPP Release 13 to Release 15 and beyond [3GPP/PCG#37(16)27].
NGMN

Mr Moschner (NGMN) presented a report on the activities of the NGMN Alliance [3GPP/PCG#37(16)36].
5G-IA
Mr Bienaimé (5G-IA) presented a report on the activities of the 5G Infrastructure Association [3GPP/PCG#37(16)40].  Mr Bienaimé expressed the willingness of 5G_IA to improve the manner in which 5G-IA cooperates with 3GPP and the ITU.  For this purpose, consideration was being given as to how best the 5GPPP/5G_IA White Papers and Project results could be appropriately communicated to the 3GPP TSGs. 
GSA

Mr Barrett (GSA) presented a report of the activities of GSA [3GPP/PCG#38(17)38].  The report confirmed that GSA would continue to track operator announcements in order to see how 3GPP technologies were being deployed.  This raised the question of what would be the minimum contents of a deployment for it to be considered as a “5G” deployment?  GSA were in the process of determining this minimum criteria.
12
External Relations and Liaisons
NGMN had submitted observations on the characteristics of IPR declarations to be made in the context of 5G [3GPP/PCG#38(17)8&33].  These observations were noted.
13
Any Other Business

Mr Mayer (TSG CT Chairman) proposed that changes should be considered to the guidelines given on hosting meetings [3GPP/PCG#38(17)28].  Similar observations had been provided by CCSA [3GPP/PCG#38(17)29].  This led to a more general discussion on the selection of meeting venues and the clear 3GPP commitment to be inclusive.  It was noted that, while 3GPP’s commitment to inclusiveness was unquestionable, the text of the existing hosting guidelines left room for improvement.  The TSG CT Chairman, assisted by the TSG SA and RAN Chairmen, therefore undertook to prepare improved guideline text for consideration at the next PCG meeting.
Action PCG38/05: TSG CT Chairman, assisted by the TSG SA and RAN Chairmen, to prepare improved meeting hosting guideline text for consideration at PCG#39 [3GPP/PCG#38(17)28].
13
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The dates of the next PCG/OP meetings are as follows:
PCG#39
28 September 
2017
Vienna
OP#38
29 September 
2017
Vienna
There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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	D-PCG38/01
	Report of PCG#37 approved [3GPP/PCG#38(17)02].

	D-PCG38/02
	Revised Terms of Reference for Task 160 (TTCN for 3GPP Terminals) approved [3GPP/PCG#38(17)30].

	D-PCG38/03
	TSG Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen that had been elected during the TSG meetings held in Dubrovnik, appointed by the PCG [3GPP/PCG#38(17)09].
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	D-PCG38/07
	MCC support resources to be increased by one Officer [3GPP/PCG#38(17)21].

	D-PCG38/08
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	To organise the recruitment of one additional headcount for the 3GPP support team [3GPP/PCG#38(17)21].
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	To take the necessary steps to introduce the 3GPP Lifetime Achievement Award [3GPP/PCG#38(17)22].
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	Organizational Partners
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