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Discussion
On September 16, 2016, the IEEE 802.11 WG requested to investigate ways that the 3GPP RAN, 3GPP SA, and IEEE 802.11 WG can work together towards the goal to further enable WLAN in unlicensed spectrum to support some of the IMT-2020 use cases, potentially leading towards inclusion in an IMT-2020 submission (see SP-160691/RP-161804).  The IEEE 802.11 WG requested 3GPP RAN and 3GPP SA to provide their suggestions on how 3GPP RAN, 3GPP SA, and the 802.11 WG can work together to accomplish these proposed goals.
During the September 21-23, 2016, TSG SA meetings, SA deferred to PCG to “further discuss how cooperation between IEEE 802.11 and 3GPP TSGs and WGs can be pursued beyond the existing collaboration (through LS exchanges)” (see SP-160706). In particular, TSG SA and RAN requested PCG consider all aspects of the incoming LS (SP-160691, RP-161804) concerning IMT-2020 submission and to provide guidance.
Proposal
ATIS believes that TSG SA and/or RAN will respond to the LS with respect to any technical considerations. In addition, ATIS recommends that the PCG respond to the IEEE 802.11 LS with respect to IEEE 802.11/3GPP TSG cooperation and the consideration of a collaborative IMT-2020 submission with the following reply (with a copy to the TSG SA and RAN leaders):
The Third Generation Partnership Project (3GPP) Project Coordination Group (PCG) thanks the IEEE 802.11 WG for its LS dated September 16, 2016, which was submitted to TSG SA and TSG RAN regarding the role of WLAN in IMT-2020.  3GPP PCG appreciates the LS and the collaborative activities between 3GPP and IEEE 802.11 over the past several years. 
3GPP PCG believes that the existing collaboration between our organizations has proven to be extremely productive and efficient, resulting in increased interconnectivity, many positive outputs, and the incorporation of WLAN in 3GPP specifications. 3GPP PCG assumes TSG SA and/or RAN will respond with any suggestions on how the two organizations can continue to work together to improve WLAN integration and overall network performance. 
Concerning suggestions on the IMT-2020 submission, this aspect has been deferred to the PCG to respond. Upon review of the LS, 3GPP PCG believes that the existing collaboration has served the industry well and intends to pursue producing an IMT-2020 submission in a similar manner as it did for the IMT-Advanced submission. In particular, as was done in the past, the 3GPP submission will take into account any WLAN material that is incorporated in its specifications. Therefore, with respect to the IMT-2020 submission, 3GPP PCG supports the current method of operation and does not believe any changes to this method are necessary. 
3GPP looks forward to our continued discussions of potential enhancements to allow improved WLAN integration/aggregation.

