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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Mrs Miller (Chairman) opened the meeting and welcomed the delegates to Vancouver.  Thanks were expressed to the North American Friends of 3GPP who had hosted the meeting.
The list of participants is given at Annex E.
2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#35(15)1r3].
The Secretary read the following Antitrust and Competition Law compliance statement to the meeting:

“I draw your attention to the fact that 3GPP activities are subject to all applicable antitrust and competition laws and that compliance with said laws is therefore required of any participant of this PCG meeting including the Chairman and Vice Chairmen. In case of question I recommend that you contact your legal counsel.

The leadership shall conduct the present meeting with impartiality and in the interests of 3GPP.” 

3
Approval of Report of PCG#34
The revised draft report of PCG#34 was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#34(15)41r1].

Decision PCG35/1:
Report of PCG#34 approved [3GPP/PCG#34(15)41r1].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from previous meetings was reviewed [3GPP/PCG#35(15)03].  All actions had been discharged.
The TSG RAN and TSG GERAN Chairmen had been tasked to bring a clear proposal to PCG#35 on how TSG RAN and TSG GERAN could be formed into a single TSG.  As a result of this action they proposed that GERAN1 and GERAN2 be formed into a newly created RAN WG (RAN6) while GERAN3new should be moved into the existing RAN5 [3GPP/PCG#35(15)8r1].  Revised Terms of Reference for TSG RAN and Terms of Reference for the new working group (RAN6) were expected to be prepared during the RAN Plenary in March 2016.  The revised Terms of Reference for TSG RAN would be submitted to the Organizational Partners meeting scheduled to take place in April 2016.  The final meeting of TSG GERAN would then take place in May 2016 after which it would be closed with the new structure becoming fully operational thereafter. 

Consideration had also been given to the moving of UMTS responsibilities into the newly created RAN6 but it had not been deemed appropriate to undertake such a move at this time.

The PCG endorsed the proposed merger plans and timeline for implementation as presented by the TSG Chairmen [3GPP/PCG#35(15)8r1].  
Decision PCG35/2:
Proposed plans for the merger of TSG RAN and TSG GERAN into a single TSG and associated timeline for implementation endorsed [3GPP/PCG#35(15)8r1].
The PCG noted that the plans proposed above would place considerably more responsibility onto the shoulders of TSG RAN and that the resulting workload would need to be carefully monitored.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1
TSG CT
Mr Mayer (TSG CT Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#35(15)04].  There were no matters arising from this report.
4.2
TSG RAN
Mr Flore (TSG RAN Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#35(15)05].  
TSG RAN had requested that 754kEUR of funding (equivalent to 58 man months) be allocated from the 2016 budget to enable the continued production of TTCN for User Equipment.  The PCG endorsed this request.
Decision PCG35/3:
TSG RAN request for 754kEUR of funding from the 2016 budget for the continued development of TTCN for User Equipment endorsed [3GPP/PCG#35(15)05].
It was noted that progress was being made in specifying the use of LTE in unlicensed spectrum.  There had been a lot of press activity surrounding this work and 3GPP had played its part in ensuring a fair representation of the facts.  Links to the relevant 3GPP communications on the subject were circulated as follows:
http://www.3gpp.org/news-events/3gpp-news/1726-laa_beijing/
http://www.fiercewireless.com/tech/story/lte-wi-fi-delegates-collaborate-not-clash-during-coexistence-workshop-beiji/2015-08-31
A 5G Workshop had been held in conjunction with the September TSG RAN plenary meeting (Phoenix) and the TSG RAN Chairman reported the results of that Workshop [3GPP/PCG#35(15)09].
As a result of discussions that took place during PCG#33, TSG RAN had undertaken a study into the use of new configurations for LTE TDD.  The results of that study had been collected in 3GPP TR 36.825 and guidance of the PCG was now sought on the next steps to be undertaken [3GPP/PCG#35(15)05 slide 16]. CCSA had noted the results of the study, stating that coexistence issues and impact on the TDD market had led them to conclude that no further consideration should be given to new TDD configurations (otherwise known as supplementary downlink (SDL)) [3GPP/PCG#35(15)10].  This view was supported by TDIA [3GPP/PCG#35(15)19].  
Mr Romero (ETSI) observed that the main reasons given by CCSA and TDIA for not proceeding further with this work were of a business, market and regulatory nature and that these aspects were outside the responsibility of 3GPP.  With this is mind, he proposed that the decision as to whether to continue with this work or not should be taken on technical grounds only, following normal 3GPP procedures, and that the responsibility for this task rested clearly with TSG RAN.  This view was supported by ATIS, ARIB, TTA and TTC. 

CCSA agreed that the issue of downlink only configurations for LTE TDD was largely of a non-technical nature.  Most of the TDD operators had sustained objections to introducing it to LTE TDD due to the tremendous deployment investments they had made, which was the reason why TSG RAN had sought PCG guidance.  CCSA pointed out that currently there was an alternative and existing solution of FDD SDL band, suggesting that companies should carefully evaluate the benefits and the potential risks to the whole industry before starting any new work in 3GPP. CCSA believed bringing this topic to RAN without clear PCG guidance was not preferable and could lead to wasted effort.

The Chairman concluded that, taking into account the views expressed by all of the Partners present, the view of CCSA seemed not to be supported by others and that further technical consideration of this subject should therefore take place within TSG RAN according to normal 3GPP procedures.
Decision PCG35/4:
Technical discussion on the study into the use of new LTE TDD configurations (TR 36.825) and any new work that may result from that study, to be undertaken within TSG RAN according to normal 3GPP procedures.
At a later stage of the meeting, CCSA presented a proposed way forward for the future handling of LTE TDD configurations [3GPP/PCG#35(15)26].   The PCG noted the proposal, expecting that it would be now be presented by the authors for discussion in TSG RAN.
4.3
GERAN
Mr Liberg (TSG GERAN Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG GERAN [3GPP/PCG#35(15)06].  There were no matters arising from this report.
4.4
TSG SA
Mr Guttman (TSG SA Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#35(15)07].  There were no matters arising from this report.
5
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities
Mr Sultan (MCC Work Plan Co-ordinator) presented a summary of the Features and Studies which are contained within those 3GPP Releases under preparation [3GPP/PCG#35(15)13].

6
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

Mr Sultan (MCC Work Plan Co-ordinator) presented a list of the new Features which were proposed for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme and those which were proposed for deletion [3GPP/PCG#35(15)14r1].  
The Work Programme changes were approved.
Decision PCG35/05:
Changes to the 3GPP Work Programme approved [3GPP/PCG#35(15)14r1].
7
3GPP Support

7.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#35(15)21].  There were no matters arising from this report.
7.2
Marketing and Communications
Mr Flynn (Marcoms Officer), presented a report of the marketing and communications activities that had taken place since the last meeting and the outlook for activities expected to take place during the rest of the year [3GPP/PCG#35(15)20].  There were no matters arising from this report. 
Mr Bertenyi (Immediate Past TSG SA Chairman) and Mr Flynn (Marcomms Officer) presented the results of the study that had been undertaken by an ad hoc group into a new marker to be applied to specifications from Release onwards [3GPP/PCG#35(15)11].  The study had considered a total of seventeen candidate names for the new marker and after several rounds of discussion had reduced that number to two.  Although it had been hoped to present just one name to the PCG for approval, the ad hoc group had not been able to draw any conclusion between the two candidate names as they had received roughly equal support.  The PCG was therefore asked to decide between the two candidate names: LTE Advanced Phase 2 and LTE Advanced Pro.
A discussion ensued on the candidate names and the purpose to which they would be put.  It was clarified that the selected name would be used as a marker to distinguish 3GPP specifications resulting from Release 13 and onwards and that it was not intended to be used by 3GPP for branding purposes.  It was also noted that the selection of this marker was separate and distinct from any activity which may take place to determine a name for 3GPP activities relating to IMT2020 (5G).
The Chairman requested each Partner present to indicate their preferred name for the new marker which produced the following results:

TTC
no opinion (abstention)

TTA
LTE Advanced Pro

ETSI
would support whichever option has majority
CCSA
LTE Advanced Pro

ATIS
LTE Advanced Phase 2
ARIB
no opinion (abstention)

It was noted that, although not present in the meeting, TSDSI had indicated by correspondence that their preference was for LTE Advanced Pro.

The Chairman concluded that as a result of the opinions expressed by each Partner, the name LTE Advanced Pro had been selected for the new marker.
Decision PCG35/06:
LTE Advanced Pro selected as a marker to distinguish specifications resulting from Release 13 and onwards [3GPP/PCG#35(15)11].
8
Working Procedures and Working Methods

There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
9
Matters Arising from ITU

There were no matters raised under this agenda item.

10
Matters Arising from MRPs
Small Cell Forum

Mr Lipford (Small Cell Forum), presented a report on the activities of the Small Cell Forum [3GPP/PCG#35(15)15]. 
4G Americas

Mr Pearson (4G Americas), while unable to participate in the meeting, had submitted a report on the activities of 4G Americas [3GPP/PCG#35(15)16].  Also made available to the meeting were the following reports:
5G Technology Evolution Recommendations [3GPP/PCG#35(15)17].
5G Spectrum Recommendations [3GPP/PCG#35(15)18].
NGMN

Dr Meisner (NGMN) presented a report on the activities of the NGMN Alliance [3GPP/PCG#35(15)22].

GSA

Mr Hadden (GSA), presented an update of the activities of GSA [3GPP/PCG#35(15)23].  
UMTS Forum

Mr Bienaimé (UMTS Forum), whilst unable to participate in the meeting, had submitted a report of the UMTS Forum activities [3GPP/PCG#35(15)24].  Also made available was the following report:
Embracing the future: UMTS Forum key messages at WRC-15 on spectrum needs for tomorrow’s mobile broadband services [3GPP/PCG#35(15)25].  
11
External Relations and Liaisons
There were no matters raised under this agenda item.
12
Appointment of PCG Chairman and Vice Chairmen

The Secretary presented the history of PCG leadership [3GPP/PCG#35(15)12].  When considering the situation for 2016, the PCG decided once more to appoint a Chairman and three Vice Chairmen as follows:

Chairman:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA)

Vice Chairmen:
Mr Yoshihide Ishida (ARIB)




Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI)




Mrs Susan Miller (ATIS)

Decision PCG35/07:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA) appointed as PCG Chairman for 2016 [3GPP/PCG#35(15)12].
Decision PCG35/08:
Mr Yoshihide Ishida (ARIB), Mr Luis Jorge Romero (ETSI) and Mrs Susan Miller (ATIS), appointed as PCG Vice-Chairmen for 2016 [3GPP/PCG#35(15)12].
13
Any Other Business

There were no matters raised under this agenda item.

14
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

The following dates were agreed:
PCG#36
28 April 
2016
Mumbai, India

OP#35
29 April 
2016
Mumbai, India
PCG#37
w/c 17 October 
2016
Europe (to be confirmed)
OP#36
w/c 17 October 
2016
Europe (to be confirmed)
There being no further business the meeting was closed.
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