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1
Motivation

PCG has been discussing the merits and drawbacks of evolving the brand LTE for some time. The discussion in PCG#30 resulted in the public statement [1], whose goal was to counter the pressure coming from part of the industry to label (somehow arbitrarily) 3GPP releases.

But, as we have seen in subsequent reports from the 3GPP MarComm officer, the effectiveness of such statement has been very limited. So, it may be beneficial to discuss whether we should re-evaluate our position given the market need and be more proactive in establishing the new LTE brand (instead of trying to chase creative marketing departments around the world).

In its history 3GPP has created (willingly or unwillingly) several major technology brands related either to the introduction of a new air interface or to major technology innovation cycles, as shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: timeline of major 3GPP brands
Furthermore in Rel-12, 3GPP has actually started a new innovation cycle, which will be developed further in the future releases. The work spans a variety of major technology areas such as network hyper-densification, device-to-device communications, Machine-Type Communications, advanced MIMO, etc. [2]. These technologies will help address the expanding mobile data growth as well as enable new services, thus meeting the evolving demand of cellular operators and their customers.
There seems to be indeed a good opportunity to introduce a new marker for LTE to highlight this new major technology cycle outside 3GPP. 

Once that is established, the 3GPP community should find a suitable name (and logo) for the new marker. Here are some examples: LTE 2.0, LTE-B, LTE-Beyond, LTE-X, LTE-extra, LTE+, LTE-ultra.
2
Conclusion & proposals

The document motivated the introduction of a new marker to advertise LTE Rel-12 and beyond. 

PCG is asked to: 

· Endorse the proposal to create a new marker to be associated with LTE Rel-12 and beyond

· Task the 3GPP MarComm Officer to find consensus around a good name and logo for the new marker that can later be used for external communications. 

· Ideally this should be available by TSGs #65 (September) when further Rel-13 items are getting initiated in 3GPP. The new marker and logo can also be used in the coverpage of the new Rel-12 specs that will be produced around that time
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