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Dear PCG Colleagues,
Regrettably it was not possible for a representative of GSA to participate personally in this PCG meeting. Here is our brief report for information.

MARKET UPDATES
GSA is the globally trusted prime source and reference for the industry, policy-makers and commentators, for information about mobile broadband commitments and network deployments – especially for LTE and HSPA/HSPA+ technologies, and their supporting ecosystems.  According to GSA’s latest own primary research and reports:
LTE deployments and devices ecosystem
474 operators are investing in LTE in 138 countries. This is made up of 421 firm operator commitments to build LTE networks in 128 countries, plus 53 additional operators engaged in various trials, studies, etc. in a further 10 countries. From amongst the committed operators, 222 have commercially launched networks in 83 countries. 109 LTE networks were commercially launched in the past 12 months. GSA forecasts there will be 260 commercial LTE networks in 93 countries by end 2013.

The majority of LTE operators have deployed the FDD mode of the standard. The most widely used band in network deployments continues to be 1800 MHz (band 3) which is used in 43% of commercially launched LTE networks. The next most popular contiguous bands are 2.6 GHz (band 7) used in 30% of networks, followed by 800 MHz (band 20) which is used in over 12% of networks today. Interest in the TDD mode is strengthening and global. 23 LTE TDD systems are commercially launched in 18 countries, of which 11 have been deployed in combined LTE FDD & TDD operations.
For more information see GSA’s 58-page Evolution to LTE report (October 17, 2013) and press release: http://www.gsacom.com/news/gsa_390.php

The latest report includes an extended list of operators who have commercially launched, or are deploying or planning enhancements to their networks including multicarrier support for supporting Category 4 devices and LTE-Advanced features, particularly carrier aggregation.

111 manufacturers have announced 1,064 LTE-enabled user devices, including frequency and carrier variants. The smartphone is the largest LTE device category. For more information see GSA’s Status of the LTE Ecosystem report (August 25, 2013) and press release: http://www.gsacom.com/news/gsa_385.php 

Current focus areas include information/education about LTE FDD and TDD modes, technology neutral licensing for mobile communications systems, spectrum refarming for 3G/4G mobile broadband, allocation of new spectrum bands (e.g. 3.5 GHz, APT700), and development of device ecosystems for current allocations, new bands and support of band combinations (carrier aggregation), evolution to 5G, and PPDR.

On September 23, 2013 Telstra, GSMA and GSA launched a global joint promotion of the APT700 spectrum band for 4G/LTE networks. Activities include seminars, briefings and the production of new information papers, several already available. APT700 is also a main theme at ITU Telecom World 2013 (Bangkok) and will be discussed in a key GSA-moderated panel session on November 21.

HSPA and HSPA+ systems
* 572 HSPA operator network commitments in 209 countries/territories

* 532 commercial networks launched in 203 countries

* ALL of the world's WCDMA operators have commercially launched HSPA service

* Over 63% of HSPA operators have commercially launched HSPA Evolved (HSPA+) systems

* 338 HSPA+ networks are commercially launched in 148 countries

* Deployment of 42 Mbps DC-HSPA+ technology continues as the major trend in 2013

* 145 DC-HSPA+ networks i.e. over 27% of all HSPA networks are commercially launched in 75 countries 

For more information see GSA’s HSPA Operator Commitments report (October 7, 2013)

Fast facts: http://www.gsacom.com/news/gsa_fastfacts.php4
Q2 2013 mobile subscriptions
5.914 billion subscriptions globally using 3GPP systems (GSM, WCDMA-HSPA, LTE)

including 1.306 billion WCDMA subs including HSPA and 126.1 million LTE subs

3GPP family = 90% of 6.57 billion global mobile market
(subscriptions data supplied by Informa Telecoms & Media)

HD voice including VoLTE

83 operators have launched W-AMR enabled HF voice services on mobile networks in 61 countries. The number of mobile operators now providing HD voice service is 84% more than a year ago.
See GSA’s Mobile HD voice: Global Update report (August 13, 2013) and press release: http://www.gsacom.com/news/gsa_384.php 

The number of HD voice (W-AMR) compatible products (245) has increased by 53% over 6 months.

GSA WEBSITE AND REACH

www.gsacom.com

Downloads of information papers, reports, presentations etc. from the GSA website:

Oct 1 2012 - Sep 30 2013 = 257,177 files (Oct 1 2011 - Sep 30 2012 = 194,044)
One-off registration is required to download materials. The GSA website has 60,000 registered site users (Sept 2012 = 52,000).

Reach is global and targeted to the industry. Site users represent the whole ecosystem, including suppliers, network operators, regulators, analysts, consultants, media, distribution, SMEs, academic institutions etc. and not only from telecoms organizations, but increasingly from other sectors including energy/utilities, transport, medical, publishing, entertainment, broadcasting, aviation, and the automotive industry. 

In the month of September 2013 alone, visitors to www.gsacom.com came from 170 countries, originating from (highest number first) China, US, UK, India, Taiwan, South Korea, Japan, France, Germany, Russia, Malaysia, Brazil, Canada, Australia, Finland, Indonesia, Italy, Hong Kong, Spain, Singapore, Sweden, Turkey, South Africa, UAE, Thailand, Switzerland, Ukraine, Vietnam, Colombia, Saudi Arabia, Philippines, Peru, Ireland, Bangladesh, Netherlands, Poland, Iran, Pakistan, Ecuador, Venezuela, etc., etc., …………

17,000+ members/followers have joined GSA’s social networking platforms - LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook.

GSA’s 15th Anniversary Celebrated
GSA celebrated its 15th Anniversary at a dinner attended by over 50 members and senior industry guests in London on October 9th, 2013. More information: http://www.gsacom.com/news/gsa_391.php 

3GPP’s 15th Anniversary – Congratulations!
GSA wishes to congratulate 3GPP on achieving its 15th Anniversary. We hope that the ETSI-hosted celebration networking event on 20 November will be joyous and memorable.

Alan Hadden, President, GSA

Global mobile Suppliers Association

www.gsacom.com 

