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I) Reference  

· Document 3GPP/PCG#31(13)17 (http://3gpp.org/ftp/PCG/PCG_31/DOCS/)
· 3GPP Working Procedures (Oct 2012) Article 51 (http://3gpp.org/working-procedures)

II) Background
Document 17 proposes to streamline ITU procedures within 3GPP on communications to ITU.  It focuses only on ITU-R communications.  It does not specifically address communications to ITU-T or other sectors of the ITU.  The proposal would impact Article 51 of the 3GPP working procedures. No specific text change proposals for Article 51 have been provided for PCG consideration.

It should be noted that the procedures/processes addressed in Document 17 and in Article 51 are NOT related in any way to ITU criteria (other than legal entity aspects) and are solely internal 3GPP matters of process.

The three main points that the proposal makes (for communiques to ITU-R via OPs or IMs) can be summarized as:

· Proposal Point 1 - Improvement of internal communications/coordination amongst the TSGs on ITU-R communications.
· Proposal Point 2 - Shifting of the overall coordination role and process continuity role for ITU-R from the TSG RAN Chair to the MCC
· Proposal Point 3 - Removal of PCG Approval for ITU-R communications



III) ATIS Position

The ATIS position on these proposals in Document 17 is two-fold:

a) ATIS position on aspects of the proposal that do not impact Article 51 (Proposal Point 1)  

Proposal Point 1 – ATIS can support
ATIS is in favor of the TSGs improving their internal coordination mechanisms to optimize the flow of ITU liaisons among the TSGs. In particular, liaisons from TSG RAN to ITU-R which do not contain any CT or SA related material and which do not require input from CT or SA, need not be sent to CT or SA for approval. It is suggested that the ITU-R Ad Hoc which has representation from each TSG (including the TSG Chairs and other TSG leaders) could be a resource to provide guidance on whether any cross-TSG coordination is required on any liaisons to ITU to ensure the system aspects of 3GPP are properly addressed for any particular ITU matter. 

These procedural improvements do not require any adjustment to Article 51 and can be developed, reviewed, agreed and taken on-board amongst the TSGs.
 
b) ATIS position on aspects of the proposal that do impact Article 51 (Proposal Points 2 & 3)

Proposal Point 2 – ATIS does not support
ATIS does not support the shifting of the overall coordination role and process continuity role from the TSG RAN Chair to the MCC for ITU-R related matters.  

The TSG RAN Chair in his/her coordinating capacity for ITU-R communication is the correct choice, as the dominant perspective of communications to ITU-R is radio related even if input is required from other 3GPP TSGs to ensure an appropriate system view.   

The TSG RAN Chair is ably assisted in his/her coordination task by the ITU-R Ad Hoc Chair and the ITU-R Ad Hoc.  It is noted that the ITU-R Ad Hoc includes by definition representation from TSG SA & TSG CT (including the SA and CT Chairs and relevant leaders) to assist in the internal coordination aspects.  

Although MCC participation is needed, the MCC is not the correct entity to perform the necessary oversight and process continuity role.  The MCC already assists in the work by preparing any required extracts from the 3GPP specifications under the direction of the relevant TSG, particularly TSG-RAN with assistance of ITU-R Ad Hoc. The TSG-RAN Secretary also is currently engaged in the process.



Proposal Point 3 – ATIS does not support 
ATIS does not support removal of PCG Approval for ITU-R communications.  

Often the deliverables from 3GPP via reply liaison to ITU-R are destined to be included in ITU-R deliverables.  It is critical that the PCG maintain its approval role in these matters per Article 51 to ensure that the correct legal perspectives of 3GPP are maintained.  Because 3GPP is not a legal entity, care must be taken to ensure that the OPs, as legal entities, individually agree and collectively approve these types of communications to ITU-R.  This includes the granting of copyright for publication purposes.  

For example – 3GPP specifications (of a particular Release/version) in ITU-R Recommendations M.1457 and M.2012 are officially “transposed “ by the OPs into their formal standards. The SDOs’ transposed standards are referenced in the ITU-R Recommendations along with the corresponding 3GPP specifications.  PCG approval ensures that the OPs are in alignment on the material from 3GPP in these critical matters of direct importance to the OPs.  This is especially important as some countries may choose to reference these ITU-R Recommendations (and other ITU-R Recommendations and Reports that contain 3GPP provided information) for regulatory or other official purposes.    

IV) Conclusion

ATIS notes that 3GPP and the ITU have had an excellent working relationship from the onset.  3GPP continues to provide timely inputs to both ITU-R and ITU-T following the Article 51 process/procedures and has never missed a critical ITU deadline following the established process, thereby ensuring the 3GPP materials receive full consideration in the work of the ITU.  

ATIS does not support the proposals in Document 3GPP/PCG#31(13)17 in any areas that impact Article 51 of the 3GPP Working Procedures.  Document 17 offers no specific text changes to Article 51 to be considered.  Article 51 procedures have been designed for the purpose of 3GPP internally insuring the proper oversight and approval both within the TSGs and by the OPs to meet the needs of the OPs and to cover the legal aspects of 3GPP as a (non-legal entity) collaboration.   

Article 51 was considered as part of a general Working Procedures review in 2010 by an appointed Working Procedures Ad Hoc of the PCG and some revisions were approved.  At that time, some small revisions to the processes in Article 51 were made to permit certain communiques to ITU-R to have an alternate process but no substantial revisions to the main provisions were undertaken, as it was determined that Article 51 as constructed, was an essential Working Procedures element. 

ATIS thanks the TSG Chairs and the ITU-R Ad Hoc contact person for their commitment to improving the 3GPP internal procedures in these matters.  
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