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1
Ad-hoc Group status and activity since PCG#30
PCG#30 discussed the merits of evolving the LTE brand beyond LTE-Advanced, deciding not to evolve the brand. 
The discussion at PCG#30, resulted in the following four actions:
Action PCG30/2:  PCG Ad Hoc Group to continue to monitor the manner in which the market place uses the LTE name.
Action PCG30/3: Marcomms Officer to prepare and disseminate a public statement from 3GPP on the matter of terminology of LTE.
Action PCG30/4: Marcomms Officer to inform the companies using other terminology that LTE and LTE-Advanced of the 3GPP position in this respect.
Action PCG30/5: Marcomms Officer to report the findings of the PCG Ad Hoc Group, to the October 2013 PCG meeting.

1.1 AD-hoc group feedback on monitoring LTE brand usage (PCG30/2)
At the time of writing, August 2013, there have been no new announcements of a unilateral nature – using an evolved version of the LTE brand – beyond LTE-Advanced.

The existing examples – found prior to PCG#30 – are listed in section 1.3 below.

1.2 The Public Statement (PCG30/3)
During PCG#30, a text was prepared and approved by the meeting. On the 8th April, the Marketing and Communications Officer distributed the text via the 3GPP web site and via Twitter.

· http://www.3gpp.org/3GPP-Statement-on-LTE-Advanced (Over 16,900 page views to date) 
· https://twitter.com/3GPPLive/
The Statement reads:
April 8, 2013
A public statement has been issued by 3GPP’s Project Coordination Group (PCG), approved during their meeting on April 3rd, 2013.

The 3GPP Statement:
3GPP defines the standards for LTE, with the latest work focusing on LTE-Advanced, which includes all work from 3GPP Release 10 onwards.
3GPP recognises that in the marketplace a number of differing terms related to LTE are appearing. 3GPP reaffirms that the naming for the technology family and its evolution continues to be covered by the term LTE-Advanced, which remains the correct description for specifications currently being defined – from Release 10 onwards, including 3GPP Release 12.

The Partnership Project is working with its members and in coordination with the ITU Working Party 5D to be able to provide future guidance on how 3GPP LTE will progress in future Releases.
Statement ends.
1.3
Contacts with companies who have used the ‘LTE-B’ term (PCG30/4)
Some 3GPP member companies had started to evolve LTE branding beyond ‘LTE-A’
, prior to PCG#30. Here is an update on the responses received from each company – following the 3GPP statement on the 8th April, and after a direct approach from the Marketing and Communications Officer.
	Company
	Situation at PCG#30
	Status prior to PCG#31

	Ericsson


	White paper 284 23-3189 , January 2013

	This white paper is still available, but subsequent papers have no mention of LTE-B:

- June 2013. 5G radio access, W/paper 284 23-3204,  
- June 2013. Ericsson Mobility Report


	Huawei


	Launch of FusionNet, as LTE-B, at the 2013 Mobile World Congress
	White paper “The second phase of LTE-Advanced”, ‘LTE-B : 30-fold capacity boosting to LTE’, created 12/4/2013.
9/5/2013: Francisco da Silva shared the ‘Industry MKT Milestones of LTE-A/LTE-B’ document with the ad-hoc group (SEE Annex A) 
14/9/2013: Francisco da Silva sent an email to the Ad-hoc list to outline their “Industry Marketing Phases”, which introduces a proposed change from  “LTE-B” to “LTE-Advanced-B” to help clarify that this is still LTE-Advanced.

	ICC Workshop, Beyond LTE-A

	http://www.lteb.net  No loger on-line and the site  ‘LTEB’ is closed. 
	See proceedings at http://www.ieee-icc.org/2013/programWorkshops.html
ieee colleagues cooperative – pulling references to LTE-B as the next version of LTE. 
Keynote speaker (Erik Dahlman) drew delegates attention to the 3GPP statement.


	Mindspeed
	http://investors.mindspeed.com
	Post April entries make no use of LTE-B term. 



We have been successful in keeping the industry focus on LTE-Advanced, as the correct term for Release 12 work.
2 Partner & company specific inputs for discussion
Section 2 contains inputs from the members of the ad-hoc group,  that reflect a specific view-point. 
These are not edited by the Marketing and Communications officer, as they reflect the position of the contributor.
2.1 NGMN Alliance

The NGMN Alliance is supporting the 3GPP viewpoint on the “LTE brand evolution” as stated in PCG#30. The NGMN Alliance reaffirms that the naming for the LTE technology family and its evolution continues to be covered by the term LTE-Advanced, which remains the correct description for specifications currently being defined – from Release 10 onwards, including 3GPP Release 12.
2.2 Huawei
The Huawei proposal on “3GPP LTE Advanced Branding & Industry MKT Milestones of LTE-A/LTE-B” introduces the concept of ‘Industry marketing phases’:
Huawei Slide 1;
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Huawei Slide2;
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Huawei Slide 3;
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2.3 CCSA
Submission to PCG#31 as a separate document: 3GPP/PCG#31(13)16
3 Summary and possible ways forward
The majority position is that we have achieved what was intended with the 3GPP Statement on LTE-Advanced, after PCG#30.

To a large degree, the industry has accepted that LTE-Advanced remains the correct description for specifications being defined from Release 10 onwards, including 3GPP Release 12.

The submissions from Huawei and CCSA introduce the aspect of ‘Industry marketing phases’, from Release 12 onwards.
There are two ways forward, either to do nothing, as the statement has done its job, or we can consider a further statement and further contacts with organizations:
Option 1
Take no further action.
Option 2
Make a second statement on the LTE-Advanced term and/or make further representations to companies, asking them to refrain from Non-3GPP LTE and LTE-Advanced terms.
A discussion at PCG#31 should give guidance on which is to be taken.
4 3GPP marketing recommendation on future branding
The mechanism of allowing industry to know where a system evolution comes in – directly related to a 3GPP Release - has been successfully used in 3GPP LTE (R8 & R9) and LTE-Advanced (R10 to R12).

We (3GPP) have to decide whether we wish to move forward on this type of branding in a collective and planned way in the future. The window of opportunity is small, and it is now.   A delay in 3GPP taking a lead may see more companies going unilaterally forward with their own branded evolutions – based on 3GPP Releases.
There is a strong argument that we should align with the ITU IMT family of systems here, but this is not the only choice.  In the past the linkage between IMT-2000 and LTE was not a factor, as 3GPP UMTS (UTRA) was the family member, with LTE (E-UTRA) joining later.

However, with IMT-Advanced, the linkage to LTE-Advanced was immediate and this has been a successful association for our brand. 
The result of this is that the whole industry is agreed on where both LTE and LTE-Advanced begin:
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So, future 3GPP LTE brand evolution could be directly related to the next IMT ‘call’, or it could be a 3GPP initiative, if significant evolution occurs outside of the IMT time-frame.
The TSG RAN Chairman has agreed to monitor how the ITU-R WP 5D future vision work could be aligned to future 3GPP Releases, and to advise how we (3GPP) should evolve the branding of LTE-Advanced, beyond Release 13.
Recommendation:  The Marketing and communication s Officer should monitor progress and find the right marketing approach for brand evolution – in line with the TSG leadership’s advice and any PCG guidance.
Annex A 
 “The second phase of LTE-Advanced, LTE-B : 30-fold capacity boosting to LTE”

See PDF file in Winzip file:
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Annex B 
Media uptake of the 3GPP Statement on LTE-Advanced

	Lightreading - 3GPP Stands Firm on LTE-Advanced
	http://www.lightreading.com/industry-forums-standards-bodies/3gpp-stands-firm-on-lteadvanced/240152427

	The Register - Stop with that LTE-B nonsense... it's NOT a thing - mobe standards guardian
	http://www.theregister.co.uk/2013/04/10/lte_b_3gpp/

	The Mobile Network - No such things as LTE-A, B or C, says 3GPP
	http://the-mobile-network.com/article/MTI4/No-such-things-as--LTE-A,-B-or-C,-says-3GPP.html

	Fierce Broadband Wireless - LTE Advanced branding
	http://www.fiercebroadbandwireless.com/special-reports/sk-telecom-take-closer-look-its-lte-advanced-rollout

	3G and 4G Wireless Blog – LTE-B, LTE-C...LTE-X
	http://blog.3g4g.co.uk/2013/01/lte-b-lte-c-lte-x.html

	LTE World – 3GPP Reaffirms LTE-Advanced name
	http://lteworld.org/news/3gpp-reaffirms-lte-advanced-name

	Telecompaper - 3GPP confirms LTE-Advanced name


	http://www.telecompaper.com/news/3gpp-confirms-lte-advanced-name--935865

	NGMN - 3GPP Statement on LTE-Advanced Status


	http://www.ngmn.org/news/partnernews/newssingle0/article/3gpp-statement-on-lte-advanced-status-1061.html?tx_ttnews%5BbackPid%5D=3&cHash=d1c30ebf4f

	Rohde & Schwarz - LTE- Advanced (3GPP Rel.11) Technology Introduction (Refers to Statement)
	http://www.rohde-schwarz.com/en/applications/lte-advanced-3gpp-rel.11-technology-introduction-application-note_56280-42753.html

	4G Americas - distributed the 3GPP statement via website industry news.
	http://www.4gamericas.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=pressreleasedisplay&pressreleaseid=4489
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� LTE-Advanced having been shortened to LTE-A, so that LTE-B could be used to identify Rel-12+ feature sets.






