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1
Introduction

PCG#30 discussed the activities and structure of TSG GERAN and decided that a review of TSG GERAN should be undertaken.
	D-PCG30/4
	Review of TSG GERAN to be undertaken under the leadership of the GERAN Chairman (Mr Howell) with interim results expected by October 2013 and final results by April 2014 [3GPP/PCG#30(13)20r1].


Following PCG#30 an email reflector list was created so that discussions could be held and PCG delegates were invited to provide comments and suggestions in regards to the work of TSG GERAN.

This brief report gives an overview of the status of the review.

2
Review Status
2.1
Proposed activity

Based on the discussions held at PCG#30 the TSG GERAN Chairman proposed that the following should be considered via email:
1. Review the work that TSG GERAN is doing

2. Determine what the future work (and workload) might be, 

3. Identify areas of concern (if there are any) 

4. Identify possible solutions (if needed) which should include pros/cons. 

5. Present interim results to PCG in October 2013 and final report to PCG in April 2014

It was also proposed that once the email discussion was complete that a paper should be produced for PCG/OP (2014) with the following structure:

1. Overview of current work in TSG GERAN (including summary of current work load)

2. Issues identified 

3. Possible solutions

4. Conclusion (including proposal for the way forward)

2.2
Progress
Since PCG#30 there has been little activity on the email reflector and little progress on identifying areas of concern or potential areas of future work. This has made it difficult to clearly identify proposals for the future of TSG GERAN.

However, although there has been little activity on the email reflector, there have been some offline discussions and based on these it would appear that there is support for maintaining TSG GERAN as a separate TSG, for the time being.

Assuming that TSG GERAN is maintained in its current form then it has been proposed that PCG should consider the following:

1 The ongoing areas of work within TSG GERAN should cover:

a. Data handling (smartphones falling back to GSM and M2M)
b. Spectrum efficiency to maximize reuse of spectrum for WCDMA and LTE
c. Enhancements related to the maintenance of GSM networks and potential cost savings

d. Interworking with other cellular technologies (3G/4G/WiFi) including looking at network topologies, antenna technics, etc.

e. Mandatory regulatory requirements (e.g. security)
2 Any enhancements to GSM based systems should be considered and standardized in the context of improving end-user experience in a multi standard network environment.

3 Workload must be dimensioned based on the above improvements areas and focus on enhancements with clear commitments from attending companies
Based on the comments received it would seem appropriate that PCG consider a review of the Terms of Reference of TSG GERAN with the intention of ensuring work continues to be focused on:
1 Interworking aspects

2 Regulatory related Issues
3 Maintenance
In addition to maintaining TSG GERAN as a separate TSG it has also been suggested that due to interworking issues in particular it would be worth considering co-locating TSG GERAN working group meetings with the TSG RAN working groups, whenever possible. The intention of this co-location would be to:
1 Allow TSG GERAN to maintain its current organization (Plenary and working groups meeting in the same week) while,
2 Improving the development of specifications that span multiple radio related groups
Finally, and depending on future workload, it has also been proposed that TSG GERAN could consider reducing the number of face to face meetings that its holds. But this would not be done at the current workload.

3
Way forward
As there has been little feedback in relationship to the TSG GERAN review it is proposed that PCG could consider closing the activity at PCG#31.

Based on the limited feedback received the TSG GERAN Chairman would also propose that PCG/OP consider reviewing the Terms of Reference of TSG GERAN with the intention of having them revised, if considered necessary, before the next TSG elections (2015). 

As regards the organisation of the TSG GERAN meetings themselves it has been proposed that TSG GERAN should be encouraged to consider if it would be appropriate to co-locate some meetings with the RAN Working Groups in order to facilitate easier coordination on Interworking related topics. This is not an organisation issue and therefore would not require a formal decision from PCG.

Note:
The dates of the November 2014 TSG GERAN meeting have been aligned with those of the TSG RAN working groups and the intention is to co-locate the meetings.

Finally, the TSG GERAN Chairman would also propose that TSG GERAN itself is encouraged to review the workload in the TSG and when appropriate consider reducing the number of face to face meeting held each year. 
