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3G/UMTS mobile broadband:               
a global mass market

• Over 1.1Bn 3G subscribers (UMTS + EVDO + TD-SCDMA) 

worldwide…in which over 925m 3G/UMTS subs (inc. around 620m 

HSPA), over 180m CDMA2000 EV-DO and 40m TD-SCDMA subs.

• Over 385 WCDMA networks (inc. 180 in Europe) in 150+ countries...

...in which over 365 HSPA networks, 

and around 115 HSPA+ networks launched 

• Almost 30 UMTS 900 networks launched

• And almost 35 LTE networks commercially launched
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over 2m LTE
subscribers worldwide

over 20,000 LTE subs
for TeliaSonera so far

new forecast
consensus around

10m LTE connections 
at YE’2011
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LTE subscribers
poised to ramp faster

than 3G in its
early days

The real ramp will
begin at YE’12 and 

above all in 2013, when
first handsets will be

available at lower price
points and with better

autonomy.
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LTE 2015 Forecasts 

By the end of 2015, we forecast 
around 400m LTE subscribers 
worldwide, with around 180m in Asia- 
Pacific, 95m in North-America, 85m in 
Western Europe and 20m in Eastern 
Europe. 

In Asia, Japan and South Korea, leaders 
in terms of 3G penetration, will dominate 
in LTE subs, whereas China will drive the 
TD-LTE market. 

In Brazil, around 10m LTE subs are 
expected by 2015… 

Source: UMTS Forum/Idate
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Messages to ITU WRC-12

• Preparation of WRC-12: 
With its Mobile Traffic Report 2010- 
2020, UMTSF is one of the main 
contributors to the ITU-R IMT-UPDATE 
report which details the                 
mobile broadband current                 
and expected traffic growth                      
around the world. The                                  
Traffic Report was also                         
an input to CEPT/ECC,                        
as well as to EC Spectrum            
Policy Unit.

Total mobile traffic (EB per year) 

-  

20.00 

40.00 

60.00 

80.00 

100.00 

120.00 

140.00 

2010 2015 2020

Ye
ar

ly
 tr

af
fic

 in
 E

B Europe
Americas
Asia
Rest of the world
World

Source: IDATE 



3GPP PCG#27 Meeting
24 October 2011

Paris, France

UMTS Forum key Messages for WRC-12
The UMTS Forum believes strongly that all identified IMT 
spectrum should be made available as soon as possible for 
mobile broadband usage in all countries

At the forthcoming World Radiocommunication Conference (WRC-
12), the UMTS Forum will be supporting the adoption of an 
Agenda Item (AI) for the next WRC in 2015. In particular, we are 
arguing on behalf of the cellular industry – and related industries –
that WRC-12 should open a 3-year study cycle to examine in 
detail the future spectrum requirements for mobile broadband. 
This in turn should lead to the adoption of an appropriate
decision at WRC-15

In any case the UMTS Forum supports not only the timely
availability of spectrum but also harmonisation in general, 
when possible on a global basis. The latter should address the 
risk of spectrum fragmentation and interoperability issues, 
and help creating economies of scale for enabling affordable
mobile broadband/LTE devices
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PR/external communications
The UMTS Forum continues to 
stimulate and react to the news agenda 
with regular press releases and media 
briefings.

Recent topics have included:
•A billion connected devices by 2016, 
predicts UMTS Forum
• 33x growth in mobile traffic over 
next decade, predicts UMTS Forum
•Latin American administrations’ 
action on spectrum “vital to support 
mobile broadband growth”

2.5GHz and digital dividend 
700MHz spectrum key to Brazil 
and LAM’s socio-economic 
development, says UMTS Forum
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Futurecom 2011, Sao Paulo, Brazil - 
Portuguese media coverage
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Futurecom 2011 –
Interview in Jornal Brasil Econômico
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Conferences and events
• Keynote presentations, panels and press briefings at 

major industry conferences and events:
- CES 2011, Las Vegas
- MWC 2011, Barcelona
- Mobile Broadband Asia 2011, Singapore
- East-Africa.com, Nairobi
- MVNOs Industry Summit 2011, Barcelona
- LTE World Summit 2011, Amsterdam
- LTE Russia & CIS 2011, Moscow
- 6th European Spectrum Management Conference, Brussels
- Futurecom 2011, Sao Paulo
- Managed Services World Congress 2011, Berlin
- Broadband World Forum 2011, Paris
- ETSI Business Innovation Summit, London
- Small Cells World Congress, Berlin
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For more information 
www.umts-forum.org

twitter.com/umtsforum
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