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1
Introduction

Since its formation in 1998, the 3GPP has proved to be a major success, meeting industry requirements by delivering specifications from Release 99 through to the forthcoming Release 8 in December 2008.  During this time the project has evolved from addressing the needs of the mobile industry to delivering a broader range of specifications to meet the needs of fixed, cable, mobile and other industry sectors, as well as new radio and core network technologies. 

As a result 3GPP has attracted the attention of companies who do not normally participate in or contribute to the 3GPP. Most of these companies are outside the 3GPP Organizational Partner’s regions of Asia, Europe, and North America (e.g. the Southern hemisphere) which is most likely why they do not participate regularly. The 3GPP have received (and have accepted) offers from several of these companies to host meetings. This has required significant (and in some cases onerous) travel time and expense for all the regular participants of the meeting.
2 The need to contain meeting locations 
One of the fundamental principles of the 3GPP has been to spread the pain of travel time and expense across the regions based as closely as possible to meeting participation. In fact article 30 of the 3GPP working procedures states: "Meeting locations should reflect the geographical diversity of the TSG and WG delegates."  Hosting locations not in Asia, Europe, or North America do not support the current geographical diversity of the 3GPP causing all participants to incur increased time and expense to travel to meetings.
ATIS fully supports the regular participation of any company, in any region who has a direct and material interest in the work of the 3GPP however, we do not support the hosting of meetings in locations which do not reflect the geographic diversity of the 3GPP. 


3
Proposal 

Establish the following agreements on the hosting of 3GPP meetings
· Host must be a regular participant (i.e. voting member in good standing) of the group they are hosting
· Meetings must be confined to Asia, Europe, and North America until such time that a significant participation in 3GPP comes from other regions.
