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1
Introduction

This document makes various suggestions on how to strengthen the dialogue and collaboration between 3GPP and ITU-T. 

Parts of this document are based on an informal exchange with various 3GPP leaders at GSC-12, with Stephen Hayes when he was a speaker at an ITU-T workshop in Geneva, 11 September 2007, and subsequent email exchanges with Adrian Scrase and Enrico Scaronne.

Comments from 3GPP PCG/OP would be very much appreciated.

2
Direct relation between ITU-T and 3GPP

Because of ITU-T’s wish to strengthen the direct dialogue between ITU-T and 3GPP, Reinhard Scholl (Deputy to the Director, ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau) has participated at the 3GPP/PCG and 3GPP/OP meeting in April 2007 in India and will regularly attend subsequent meetings.

At the meeting of 3GPP/PCG and 3GPP/OP on 17-19 April 2007 in India, it was agreed that ITU-T would be able to submit requirements on IMS to 3GPP via a liaison statement from ITU-T to 3GPP. 

ITU-T is seeking an iterative process between ITU-T and 3GPP (which goes beyond IMS). We believe it is important that developing countries have the opportunity to submit their requirements to 3GPP through the ITU, to ensure that their interests are taken into account.

3
Liaison statements from ITU-T to 3GPP

Liaison statements from ITU-T to 3GPP SA (e.g. IMS requirements) are sent to Stephen Hayes (Stephen.Hayes@ericsson.com), Chairman of 3GPP SA, and the respective subgroup chairman. Liaison statements to 3GGP CT are sent to Hannu Hietalahti (hannu.hietalahti@nokia.com), Chairman of 3GPP CT, and the respective subgroup chairman. In both cases, Susanna.Kooistra@etsi.org of the ETSI Secretariat and responsible for liaison statements coming into 3GPP, is also copied.

It is unlikely that ITU-T will have liaisons with RAN and GERAN as those groups deal with radio matters.
In addition, SG 4 has had a longstanding, productive liaison relationship with 3GPP SA5 regarding telecom management. This relationship has led to several joint harmonization projects.

A liaison from ITU-T can be presented by someone from ITU or who is a representative of a member organization of one of the organizational partners of 3GPP and has been authorized by the respective ITU-T group to do so.

4
Liaison statements from 3GPP to ITU-T

For liaison statements from 3GPP to ITU-T, 3GPP has two procedures: (1) The liaison statement is submitted to ITU-T as a Contribution (not a TD, Temporary Document) by a company that is a member of ITU-T and has been authorized by the respective 3GPP group to do so. (2) The chairman of the respective TSG (= Technical Specification Group, i.e. SA, CT, RAN, GERAN) sends the liaison statement directly to ITU-T where it is published as a TD. Procedure (1) is the "default" one, while procedure (2) has been adopted by TSG RAN (which does not communicate usually with ITU-T) and by TSG CT (and their respective working groups). SG4 has in the past received liaisons from 3GPP SA5 via ETSI, but currently the liaison statements are transmitted using procedure (2).
ITU-T would prefer to receive liaison statements directly from 3GPP with procedure (2).

The ITU-T contact address for liaison statements on IMS is tsbsg13@itu.int (ITU-T SG 13 Secretariat, led by Georges Sebek, ITU Telecommunication Standardization Bureau). Other issues should be addressed directly to the respective secretariat, by replacing “13” of the email address above with the respective Study Group number, e.g. “9” or “16”.

In particular, ITU-T would welcome liaison statements from 3GPP with updates on the status and timeline of the work on IMS. ITU-T plans to submit IMS requirements to 3GPP (around the May 2008 timeframe). 

5
ITU-T’s invitation to 3GPP to join the Global Standardization Symposium, 20 October 2008
ITU-T’s World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly will take place 21-30 October 2008 in Johannesburg, South Africa (WTSA-08). It is preceded by a “Global Standardization Symposium” (GSS) on 20 October 2008. GSS has the following two objectives (a) Bridging the standardization gap (i.e., how to involve developing countries more in the standardization work); (b) Global standards collaboration to bridge the standardization gap. 

ITU-T would be very happy if 3GPP could participate at this event. Further details are in the attached paper presented to the recent ITU-T advisory body.
6
ITU-T’s invitation to 3GPP to join ITU workshops

ITU-T has an extensive workshop program, in particular in the regions and organized in and for developing countries. ITU-T is happy to continue to invite speakers from 3GPP at relevant workshops, as it has done in the past.

7
ITU-T’s invitation to host 3GPP meetings:

ITU-T invites3GPP to hold meetings at ITU headquarters in Geneva, e.g. 3GPP Plenaries and 3GPP SA1 (3GPP SA2 on architectural issues could also be a possibility) in order to further collaboration. ITU is well-known for its excellent meeting and networking facilities.

Our understanding is that 3GPP hosts four plenaries a year (March, June, September, December; duration two weeks); two in Europe, one in Asia and one in the Americas. For the 1st week, two rooms are needed, the biggest of which needs to hold 250 persons; in the 2nd week, one room is needed. The information we have is that for 2008, hosts and dates have already been announced. ITU is therefore willing to offer to host a European Plenary in 2009 providing rooms are available for the planned dates.

We understand that for 3GGP SA1, meeting requirements are a plenary room for 85-95 people for the week, and a couple of additional break-out rooms (30 people each) on Tuesday and Wednesday. 3GPPSA1#41 is scheduled to meet 28 July-1 Aug 2008 in Sophia Antipolis. ITU-T offered to host the SA1 meeting at ITU either on 28 July-1 Aug 2008 or on 25-29 August 2008. However, according to the latest information (12 December) from the chairman of 3GPP SA1 , the options for ITU to host 3GPP SA1 are 11-15 May 2009 or 24-28 August 2009.

8
Output of IMS specifications of 3GPP submitted to ITU

3GPP indicated that the specifications which constitute “Common IMS” would follow the normal course for submission to the ITU (as it has been done in the past with submissions to ITU-T SG 19) as part of the regular update to ITU Recommendations.  By this route, it is expected that full recognition of these results by the ITU will be ensured.

ITU-T may define a special series for IMS-Recommendations. 3GPP may also create a series within 3GPP for IMS-specifications. 
9
Increased collaboration with 3GPP

ITU-T is interested in discussing strengthening the ties with 3GPP. Some new mechanism may be needed to incorporate the work of 3GPP more closely with ITU, based on the understanding that the 3GPP-process, membership and working arrangement would not change. The time leading up to ITU-T’s World Telecommunication Standardization Assembly in October 2008 could be used to explore such avenues. 

