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1
Introduction

In the 3GPP workshop
, held 26 November 2007 in Cancun, Mexico, attendees were updated on the results of the recently concluded WRC-07 and were also made aware of the restructure of the Study Groups in ITU-R and the initial proposals for the placement of work in ITU-R Study Group 5.

Over the last several years, 3GPP has developed specifications that have been contributed to and submitted to ITU-R by sector members.  ITU-R relies on being notified of the planning and development of specifications in 3GPP.  OP’s of 3GPP normally take 3GPP specifications, modify and update for the OP’s regional requirements, and finally submit to the ITU-R their specific regional standards, which are based on 3GPP developed specifications.  
We believe that the proposal to establish 4 Working Parties, essentially mapping the Working Parties from the old to the new with one to one relationship, with no adjustments of the work responsibilities beyond that proposed, is a best case scenario that avoids confusion and future delays in both coordination and acceptance of 3GPP developed specifications.  

We are aware of at least one proposal which suggests reducing the number of Working Parties to 3 with significant re-alignment of the responsibilities of the work among the working parties. This would also precipitate restructuring the internal work of the working parties significantly different from the past and the probability, in this regard, that ITU-R could take the adverse step of changing the well understood working methods between the ITU-R and external organizations such as 3GPP and the OP’s.  For this reason, the industry’s objectives are best served if ITU-R Study Group 5 transition from the Study Group 8 structure preserves the previous Working Party 8A and Working Party 8F entities in a transparent, untouched manner.  Therefore, four Working Parties represents the best way forward.
The proposed way forward, as described in the ITU-R Study Group 5 Chairman’s meeting announcement - proposed agenda, which can be found at: http://www.itu.int/md/R00-CACE-CIR-0439/en, is a good way forward and encourage 3GPP OP to formally support this way forward.

Item 2 below is a recommended position that should be taken by 3GPP OP and submitted by a sector member to the ITU-R Study Group 5 February 2007 Meeting.  Please note that document submission hard deadline for the ITU-R Study Group 5 meeting in February is Monday 11 February 2008 at 16:00 hours GMT
2.
Proposed input into ITU-R Study Group 5’s February 2007 Meeting

To:   ITU-R Study Group 5  (Meeting Date 18-19 February 2008)
3GPP held a workshop
 concerning IMT-Advanced on 26 November 2007 to initiate work on the future development of IMT-Advanced from a 3GPP perspective.  In the course of this workshop, 3GPP was also updated on the results of the WRC-07 and was made aware of the restructure of the Study Groups in ITU-R and the initial proposals for the work in Study Group 5
.

3GPP and its organizational partner SDO’s (ARIB, ATIS, ETSI, CCSA, TTA, and TTC)  represent a global perspective on wireless and have been long standing participants in the on going work in ITU-R to both the former WP 8F for IMT and to WP 8A for broadband wireless  and other aspects for almost 10 years.
As a long standing partner to ITU-R, working closely with ITU-R under the auspices of ITU-R Resolution 9, 3GPP would like to express its view to Study Group 5 that the continued improvement of third generation technologies and the near and longer term developments of technologies beyond 3G are of critical import and significance to both 3GPP and its members, as well as the industry at large.  

3GPP importantly notes that ITU-R, through the former WP 8F, is a nucleus for the on-going evolution and development of this wireless industry, acting as the catalyst for the future development of  IMT-Advanced and a continued supporter for the successful expansion of  IMT-2000 in the marketplace.  The operators, manufacturers, and other stakeholders, who directly participate in 3GPP and also in ITU-R, represent a combined market valuation (capitalization) of an estimated 10 trillion equivalent US dollars.  ITU-R, and in particular Study Group 5, should not overlook the significance of these stakeholders and should not make changes that might diffuse this focus on the work. 
3GPP encourages Study Group 5 to ensure minimum disruption in the work on IMT-2000, IMT-Advanced and other wireless such as BWA.  

3GPP OP holds the view that the industries objectives are best served if ITU-R Study Group 5 transition from the Study Group 8 structure preserves the previous WP 8A and WP 8F entities in a transparent, untouched manner.  

To this end, 3GPP OP recommends that the Study Group 5 Chairman’s proposal3 be confirmed by the Study Group:

Structure for Study Group 5 (Terrestrial)
	
	

	
	Working Party
	Chairman

	Land Mobile other than IMT

and Amateur/Amateur-satellite
	WP 5A (LMS except IMT, and Amateur services)         (former WP8A)
	Mr. J. Costa

	Maritime Mobile
	WP 5B (MMS, AMS and RDS)

                                      (former WP8B)
	Mr. T. Evers

	Aeronautical Mobile
	
	

	Radiodetermination
	
	

	Fixed wireless systems
	WP 5C (FS)

(former WP9B+9C+9D, WP4-9S***)
	Mr. C. Glass

	HF systems (*)
	
	

	Land Mobile (IMT)
	WP 5D (IMT)                (former WP8F)
	Mr. S. Blust


In support of the 3GPP view, it is our opinion that the proposed structure:
· Is an effective mapping and transition from the SG 8 & SG 9 groups
· Makes it easy for delegates (and even more importantly those outside ITU-R, such as 3GPP and its members) to understand the transition to the new structure with little discontinuity

· Ensures there is minimal impact in mapping the work, documents and responsibilities

· Continues a balance of work among the Working Parties, with an appropriate continuity of responsibilities between the groups neither too small nor too large
3GPP looks forward to continued fruitful cooperation with ITU-R and Study Group 5.  3GPP and its members anticipate that it will continue to provide significant contributions to the work of Working Party 5A and 5D on the full scope of both IMT and other land mobile services including broadband wireless access and concepts such as IP based systems.
� 3GPP IMT-Advanced Workshop  � HYPERLINK "http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/workshop/2007-11-26_RAN_IMT_Advanced/" ��http://www.3gpp.org/ftp/workshop/2007-11-26_RAN_IMT_Advanced/�
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3 Study Group 5 February 2008 meeting announcement:   � HYPERLINK "http://www.itu.int/md/R00-CACE-CIR-0439/en" ��http://www.itu.int/md/R00-CACE-CIR-0439/en�





