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1
Opening of Meeting and Chairman’s Remarks

Karl Heinz Rosenbrock (PCG Chairman) opened the meeting and welcomed the participants to Sophia Antipolis.  Thanks were expressed to Siemens who had kindly offered an evening dinner for the participants.

The list of participants is given at Annex E [3GPP/PCG#15(05)04].

2
Approval of Agenda

The draft Agenda for the meeting was discussed and approved.  The approved Agenda is given at Annex A [3GPP/PCG#15(05)1r2].

3
Approval of Report of PCG#14
The draft report of PCG#14, which had been revised to take account of comments received, was presented and approved without further amendment [3GPP/PCG#14(05)29r1].

Decision PCG15/1:
Report of PCG#14 approved [3GPP/PCG#14(05)29r1].
3.1
Review of Actions

The status of the actions arising from PCG#14 was reviewed and the progress made in discharging them noted [3GPP/PCG#15(05)03].  The following comments arose from this discussion:

A-PCG14/1
ETSI Legal Advisor to lead an activity, with the assistance of experts from SDOs, MRPs and the TSG Chairmen, to see what measures could be taken to prevent the selection of technologies within 3GPP specifications which may ultimately be un-implementable because of prohibitive commercial terms
Mr Rosenbrock explained the SOS activities (Standards, Open Standards and interoperability) that had taken place within ETSI, specifically devoted to this subject.  ETSI would bring the results to the ETSI GA at the end of November 2005 and an attempt would be made to create a new body to deal with IPR issues.  Cumulative royalties were a particular problem which needed to be resolved.
Mr McDonald (GSMA) noted that the SOS workshop was open to all and encouragement should be given to get a broader participation.  GSMA had actively participated in the Workshop.

Mr Rosenbrock confirmed that a third workshop in this series, specifically devoted to IPR issues, would take place on 20-21 February 2006 for which an open invitation would be issued.
It was agreed to note this action as discharged, but a request was made for ETSI to provide information on future results.
Action PCG15/1:
ETSI to provide results of the SOS III Workshop (20-12 Feb 2006) to PCG#16.
A-PCG14/2
SDOs to consider whether the terms “HSDPA” and “HSUPA” could be simplified by the use of the term “High Speed Packet Access (HSPA)” and, if so, whether Trademark protection for such a term should be sought
The Partners informed that they had started to use the term HSPA, in addition to the terms HSDPA and HSUPA, but that it was not thought necessary to trademark the term.
A-PCG14/3
3GPP Working Procedures Group to consider the use of the term “bis” to denote the continuation of meetings; to define the term for correct use, or to prohibit the use of the term.
Dr Chatterjee reported that in depth discussion was taking place within the Working Procedures Group and that many differing views were emerging.  Although the current practise with the Group had been to work electronically, it now seemed inevitable that a face to face meeting was required to resolve these differences.  The action remains ongoing.
A-PCG14/4
3GPP Working Procedures Group to introduce text within the Working Procedures which introduces flexibility in the size of the OP delegation to PCG (in accordance with the decisions made during PCG#14.
This matter was also being considered within the Working Procedures Group.  The action remains ongoing.
A-PCG14/5
Mr Lathia, assisted by Mr Hadden and Mr Bienaimé, to produce draft Terms of Reference for a Communications Strategy Group for approval by PCG#15
It was noted that draft Terms of Reference had been prepared and that they would be discussed under Agenda item 10.1 of this meeting.
4
Management Reports from TSGs

4.1 TSG CT
Mr Hannu Hietalahti (TSG CT Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG CT [3GPP/PCG#15(05)05].  Good progress was reported although it was noted that improvements could be made for those areas where 3GPP was dependant on work being executed in the IETF.
4.2 TSG RAN
Mr Courau (TSG RAN Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG RAN [3GPP/PCG#15(05)6].  

The process of providing the latest update to ITU-R Recommendation M.1457 was explained and it was re-confirmed that the December 2005 version of specification would be used as the point of reference for this update. 
It was noted that the TSG RAN WGs held more meetings than could be routinely supported by MCC, but confirmation was received that MCC would continue to support additional meetings within the limit of their resources.  It was also noted that the support demand from TSG RAN WGs was high and that experts allocated to provide such support were fully loaded.

TSG RAN had proposed that 754kEUR be allocated from the 3GPP budget for the further development of TTCN for 3G terminals.  It was noted that this would be supplemented with voluntary resources.  The PCG endorsed the request which would be considered by the Organizational Partners the following day.
The TSG RAN Chairman reported that a discussion had taken place in TSG RAN, on a proposal that the 3GPP specifications should permit the use of the FDD mode within bands currently assumed to be for exclusive TDD use.  This proposal had been formulated at the request of CEPT PT1.

It was noted that previous PCG decisions had confirmed the need for regional regulatory requirements to be contained within 3GPP specifications (cf Report of PCG#7).
Ms Wang (CCSA) presented the CCSA views which stressed the importance of retaining the exclusive TDD assignments for the time being and until such times as the deployment of TDD systems was underway and until WRC07 had been concluded [3GPP/PCG#15(05)12].
The PCG took due account of the concerns raised by CCSA, but felt compelled to include the regional requirement emanating from Europe.  It was also noted that a similar request was likely to be received from other regions in the near future.  Considering that a meeting of ITU-R WP8F was scheduled to take place the week following this meeting, it was decided to allow that meeting and associated discussions to take place first, before confirming the decision to proceed with this work.
Action PCG15/2:
Secretary to seek PCG confirmation by correspondence, that the TSG RAN work to permit the use of the FDD mode within bands currently assumed to be for exclusive TDD use (at the request of CEPT PT1) should proceed.  Confirmation to be sought after the ITU-R WP8F meeting in Helsinki.
TSG RAN had provided an editorial update of the Terms of Reference for Task 160 (TTCN development for 3G Terminals) [3GPP/PCG#15(05)14].  The updated Terms of Reference were approved.
Decision PCG15/2:
Updated Terms of Reference for Task 160 (TTCN development for 3G Terminals) approved [3GPP/PCG#15(05)14].
4.3
GERAN
Mr Howell (TSG GERAN Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG GERAN [3GPP/PCG#15(05)07].
A discussion took place on the long term plans for GERAN and whether due consideration had been given to the merging of TSGs GERAN and RAN.  The TSG GERAN Chairman confirmed that the present work would culminate in Release 7 features and that at this stage there were no Release 8 matters under consideration.  However, being contribution driven, the further enhancements to the GERAN system would be dependant on the industrial support for such work.  In terms of a potential merger of the two TSGs it was understood that they both had large meetings with many input documents which would make a merger at this stage difficult to manage.  It was noted that the working behaviour of TSG GERAN was different to the other TSGs but it was also understood that changing that behaviour would not be easy to achieve, nor would it be possible without a cost penalty.  In conclusion, the TSG RAN and TSG GERAN Chairmen were requested to give due consideration to the alignment of the TSG working behaviour and to the possibility of merging the activities with time.  It was suggested that the result of this deliberation be available for the Autumn 2006 meeting of the PCG.

Action PCG15/3:
TSG RAN and TSG GERAN Chairmen to give due consideration to the alignment of the TSG working behaviour, and to the possibility of merging these activities with time, and to report their findings to the Autumn 2006 meeting of the PCG.
TSG GERAN had proposed that 39kEUR be allocated from the 3GPP budget for the further development of TTCN for GERAN to UTRAN handover.  The PCG endorsed the request which would be considered by the Organizational Partners the following day.
4.4
TSG SA
Mr Hayes (TSG SA Chairman) presented a report of the progress made by TSG SA [3GPP/PCG#15(05)8].

A request had been received that 3GPP TSGs be authorised to liaise with the WIMAX Forum.  This request was approved.
Decision PCG15/3:
Request that 3GPP TSGs be authorised to liaise with the WIMAX Forum approved.
Mr Hayes reported on a discussion that had taken place within TSG SA on IPR conditions associated with 3GPP contributions [3GPP/PCG#15(05)15].  The particular case under discussion related to a company contribution, where access to a database had been granted but with associated conditions that were believed to be unacceptable.  It was expected that this particular case would be solved by the involved parties but this raised a more general issue concerning the need for a place within 3GPP where such legal issues could be referred, rather than the debate taking place within a TSG.  It was noted that not all of the Partners had permanently staffed legal departments.  Mr Rosenbrock reported that ETSI was discussing the creation of an IPR Committee and that for the future this could be a point of reference for such matters.  However, it was not expected that such an entity would be created before the end of 2005.
A contribution had been received from TTC which highlighted their belief that the System Architecture Evolution (SAE) work in 3GPP was not proceeding as fast as it should [3GPP/PCG#15(05)18].  The TSG SA Chairman acknowledged that similar concerns had already surfaced with TSG SA and that specific actions had been taken to improve the situation.  No further action from the PCG was thought to be necessary at this stage.
5
3GPP Progress and Status of Activities

5.1
Release 7 status
The Secretary presented a document which contained the draft list of features to be contained within Release 7 [3GPP/PCG#15(05)09].  It was noted that the functional freezing of Release 7 was expected to take place at the end of 2006.  (Note, a provision has already been established whereby advanced availability of Release 7 specifications can be achieved in order that they may be referenced by the ETSI TISPAN activity).
5.2
Approval of 3GPP Long Term Evolution plans
Mr Courau (TSG RAN Chairman) presented the Long Term Evolution (LTE) plan that had been prepared within 3GPP [3GPP/PCG#15(05)16].  
It was noted that the first phase of work in pursuance of the LTE plan was to perform a number of studies and that during this phase the package would be considered as a long term plan.  However, at the completion of this phase, the studies would lead to the creation of standardization work items which would then be included within the 3GPP Release mechanism.  From that moment onwards, the work would not be referred to as a long tem plan, but would be considered as part of the normal 3GPP Work Programme.  It was also noted that the results would need to be provided to ITU-R so that they may be included in their work on “3G and beyond”.  Some caution was expressed on the need to clarify the IPR conditions before embarking on this new work.
In conclusion, the PCG approved the LTE plans for 3GPP.

Decision PCG15/4:
3GPP Long Term Evolution plans approved by PCG [3GPP/PCG#15(05)16].
6
Approval of 3GPP Work Programme

The Secretary presented a list of new Features for inclusion in the 3GPP Work Programme [3GPP/PCG#15(05)10].  The PCG approved the Work Programme changes.

Decision PCG15/5:
Changes to 3GPP Work Programme approved by PCG [3GPP/PCG#15(05)10].
7
3GPP Support

7.1
Report of MCC Activities

The Secretary presented a report on the activities of MCC [3GPP/PCG#15(05)11].
It was noted that the provision of IT support during 3GPP meetings was currently based on a best effort approach, with each meeting Secretary transporting a laptop server to the venue and troubleshooting problems on an ad hoc basis.  This had led to some criticism that Internet access was not always maintained during the meetings.  This raised the question of whether more resources should be sought for the provision of IT support or whether the current approach was acceptable for the 3GPP community.  After a short discussion it was agreed to continue with the current “best effort” approach.  However, it was expected that meeting hosts would negotiate Internet access as a standard feature of the hosting package, with MCC making their best efforts for that access to be maintained during the meeting.  It was expected that if Internet access could not maintained by MCC, that delegates should be able to access the Internet at reasonable cost via the Hotel access system.
TSG WGs were more frequently holding collocated meetings and it was noted that this reduced the ability for MCC experts to support more than one WG.  Chairmen were reminded of the need to take this into account when planning collocated meetings.
7.2
New TSG funding requests for specific tasks

There were no new requests considered at this meeting.  The continuation of two multi-annual TTCN tasks had been considered elsewhere on the Agenda.
8
Working Procedures and Working Methods

Dr Chatterjee (3GPP Working Procedures Group Chairman) reported the progress being made in the preparation of revisions to the Working Procedures.  It was expected that a consolidated set of revisions would be available at the next meeting for approval.

Dr Wee (TTA) reported that TTA wished to debate the principles of “SDO balance”, as opposed to “Regional balance” in the context of leadership elections.  It was expected that this debate would take place among the Organizational Partners in order to establish the principles, and if the results of that discussion led to any changes to the Working Procedures they would be passed to the WP Group for incorporation.

9
Matters Arising from ITU

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item.

10
Matters Arising from MRPs 

UMTS Forum

Mr Bienaimé (UMTSF) presented an update of the work of the UMTS Forum [3GPP/PCG#15(05)21]. Also presented was a UMTS Forum White Paper entitled “3G/UMTS Towards mobile broadband and personal Internet” [3GPP/PCG#15(05)22].
GSA

Mr Hadden (GSA) presented an explanation of the work of GSA [3GPP/PCG#15(05)20 
GSMA

Mr McDonald (GSMA) presented an update of the work of the GSM Association [3GPP/PCG#15(05)17].
3G Americas
Mr Pearson (3G Americas) presented an explanation of the work of 3G Americas [3GPP/PCG#15(05)19]

10.1
Approval of Terms of Reference for a Communications Strategy Group

Mr Hadden presented proposed terms of reference for a Communications Strategy Group (CSG) , which had been prepared in response to an action from the previous PCG meeting [3GPP/PCG#15(05)13].
It was noted that the MRPs each had communications activities which led to a considerable wealth of promotional information. The purpose of the proposed Communications Strategy Group was to collect the standards related information so that it can be presented to the outside world in a coherent way.  It was acknowledged that input would also be required from each SDO and from the TSG Chairmen.
Some detailed comments were received concerning the Terms of Reference which would need to be taken into account in a revision which was expected to be available for the next meeting.

Mr Lathia was appointed as Convenor of this new Group (on an Interim basis until April 2006) and was charged with the task of preparing a Communication Plan and a revision of the CSG Terms of Reference.

Decision PCG15/6:
Terms of reference for the Communications Strategy Group approved [3GPP/PCG#15(05)13].
Decision PCG15/7:
Mr Lathia appointed as Convenor of the Communications Strategy Group on an Interim basis, until April 2006.
Action PCG15/4:
SDOs and MRPs to nominate representatives to join the TSG Chairmen in forming the Communications Strategy Group.
Action PCG15/5:
Mr Lathia to convene the Communications Strategy Group, to prepare a Communications Plan, and to prepare revised Terms of Reference for approval at PCG#16.
11
External Relations and Liaisons

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item.
12
Appointment of PCG Chairman and Vice Chairmen

The Chairman proposed that, following the rotational basis on which the PCG Chairman is normally selected, the PCG Chairmanship for 2006 should be undertaken by Dr Asok Chatterjee (ATIS).  The proposal was approved by acclamation.
Dr Chatterjee, likewise proposed that the PCG Vice Chairmanship for 2006 should be undertaken by Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA) and Mr Rosenbrock (ETSI) respectively.  The proposal was approved by acclamation.
Decision PCG15/8:
Dr Chatterjee (ATIS) appointed as PCG Chairman for 2006.
Decision PCG15/9:
Ms Wang Zhiqin (CCSA) appointed as PCG Vice Chairman for 2006.
Decision PCG15/10:
Mr Karl Heinz Rosenbrock (ETSI) appointed as PCG Vice Chairman for 2006.
13
A.O.B

There were no matters raised under this Agenda item.

14
Closing of Meeting and Next Meeting Dates

There being no further business the meeting was closed.

Next meetings:

PCG#16
19-21 April 2006, (China) (the first day set aside for a workshop)
PCG#17
11-12 October 2006, (US)
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