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Introduction

In the OP#17 meeting, it was decided to establish an AdHoc to discuss revising of the 3GPP scope to capture beyond 3G. ARIB supports to capture beyond 3G in the 3GPP scope. If other OPs are also positive to revise the 3GPP scope to capture beyond 3G, the AdHoc should consider the time plan of 3GPP activities to cope with beyond 3G, also.
Beyond 3G is under discussion in ITU-R WP8F as IMT-Advanced. The WP8F time plan for IMT-Advanced should be considered when setting the 3GPP scope and 3GPP time plan for beyond 3G. This paper proposes the time plan for beyond 3G in 3GPP taking into account the WP8F time plan on IMT-Advanced.
Time plan of WP8F IMT-Advanced
Figure 1 shows the preliminary overall time schedule for IMT-Advanced process in WP8F. It is planned to issue the circular letter at WP8F#23 in January 2008 to call for proposals for IMT-Advanced candidate radio interface technologies. The process for the first release of IMT-Advanced will be finalised in the WP 8F#23.
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Figure 1
Preliminary Overall time schedule for the IMT-Advanced process in WP8F
Proposed way forward for the beyond 3G
To cope with the circular letter to be issued from WP8F in January 2008 in a timely manner, 3GPP should agree on a new 3GPP scope and setup a necessary work plan beforehand. Table 1 shows the proposal for the way forward in 3GPP.
Table 1
Proposed way forward for the beyond 3G

	Beginning of Sep. 2007
	Approval of the new 3GPP scope in OP

	Sep. 11-14, 2007
RAN#37
	Announcement of the change in scope
Announcement of the beyond 3G workshop to be held

	Prior to RAN#38
	The beyond 3G workshop

	Nov. 28-30, 2007
       RAN#38
	Approval of the Study Item on beyond 3G

	Jan. 2008
	Issue of the Circular Letter from WP8F and start of study in TSG-RAN


To setup necessary work plan in 3GPP before the issue of the circular letter, it is proposed to treat approval of a new study item on beyond 3G in TSG-RAN#38 (November 2007). In order to achieve the study item approval in RAN#38 smoothly, it is proposed to hold a workshop beforehand to exchange company views and to clarify the study item scope. The workshop should be announced in the preceding RAN meeting, i.e. RAN#37 (September 2007).

The new 3GPP scope should be approved in OP before the announcement of the workshop. It is proposed to approve the new 3GPP scope by the beginning of September, 2007.

Conclusion

This paper proposed for a time plan in handling beyond 3G in 3GPP considering the time plan of IMT-Advanced in WP8F. In order to cope with the circular letter from WP8F to be issued in January 2008 in a timely manner, it is proposed to approve a new 3GPP scope covering beyond 3G by the beginning of September 2007, taking into account for a workshop to be held and the Study Item approval for beyond 3G before the issue of the circular letter from WP8F.
It might be needed to discuss the detailed process to cope with the circular letter, e.g. study item and the workshop, furthermore. It should be decided in this meeting, however, that the new 3GPP scope shall be approved by the beginning of September to keep enough time to establish 3GPP work plan for the expected circular letter on beyond 3G




















































































