Notes of HOSTING_F2F_CC#002_DM
Face to Face Decision meeting
Version 0

Opened: 02 March 2022, 13.00 UTC
31 people attended the conference call
Attendees:
Ai Ming	CCSA
Balazs Bertenyi	Convenor (Nokia)
Duan Chang	CCSA
Emmanuelle Wurffel	ETSI
Gao Yuan	CCSA
Georg Mayer	TSG SA Chair (Huawei)
Iain Sharp	ATIS
Issam Toufik	ETSI
Johannes Achter	ETSI (DT)
Kato-san	ARIB
Kyoungseok Oh	TTA
Lionel Morand	TSG CT Chair (Orange)
Liu Xiaofeng	CCSA
Mark Younge	ATIS
Masa Sumita	ARIB
NISHIOKA join 	ARIB
Nobuyuki TAJIRI	ARIB
Norio Nakamura	TTC
Pamela Kumar	TSDSI
Seiji NISHIOKA	ARIB
Stephen Hayes	ATIS
Suresh Chitturi	TSDSI
Suresh Nair	SA WG6 Chair
Thomas Tovinger	SA WG5 Chair
Wanshi Chen	TSG RAN Chair
Yongjun Chung	TTA
Zhao Shizhuo	CCSA
Zukang SHEN	Huawei

Balazs Bertenyi (F2F Decision Meeting Convenor) chaired the conference call. Notes were taken by Maurice Pope (MCC).
NOTE:	Meeting notes are not exhaustive and may not contain all the comments made during the conference call.
1	Opening of the meeting and Chair's remarks
The F2F Decision Meeting Convenor (Balazs Bertenyi) welcomed participants and asked participants to add their name and company to the GTM Chat window for the notes.
2	Approval of Agenda
OPf220010: Draft Agenda. (F2F Decision Meeting Convenor (Balazs Bertenyi))
Discussion and conclusion:
The agenda was approved.

3	Review of overall target plan for F2F return
OPf220011: 3GPP F2F return: Overall plan (F2F Decision Meeting Convenor (Balazs Bertenyi))
Overall plan
Based on the current covid-related travel and quarantine policies it is proposed to target the following general plan for 2022:
-	Already confirmed target plan
-	All 3GPP meetings until end of May are to be held as E-meetings
-	TSG#96 in June to be held F2F in Budapest/HU
-	All July WG meetings to be held as E-meetings
-	RAN WGs in August to be held F2F in Toulouse/FR
-	SA and CT WGs in August to be held F2F in Gothenburg/Sweden
-	Some smaller groups are hosted in Malaga/SP, Wroclaw/PL, Bath/UK
-	Proposal to confirm target plan now
-	TSG#97 in September to be held as E-meeting (originally NA)
-	All WG meetings in October to be held as E-meetings (originally India and China)
-	All WG meetings in November to be held F2F
-	TSG#98 in December: proposal to hold this as F2F meeting in Seville/SP

In case return-quarantine restrictions entirely disappear, moving even more meetings to F2F in 2022 can be considered
A minimum of 6 months lead time is needed for the host to find location, sign contract, etc.
Detailed considerations
-	Review the status of June and August meetings - see separate contributions
-	November WG planning (14-18/Nov)
-	Planned to be hosted in North America
-	ATIS to seek a suitable location (considering the impact on delegates of all Covid-19 rules and visa issues) and present information at this meeting
-	Present F2F_DM#2 to confirm, or re-consider November WG meeting location if suitable North American location is not identified
-	To be evaluated and re-checked at F2F_DM#3 10th of May
-	ATIS to provide detailed location information and contractual terms to F2F_DM#4
-	December TSG planning (12-16/Dec)
-	EF3 has signed contract (from earlier postponement) for Seville/SP
-	Proposal to confirm target as F2F at this F2F_DM#2 meeting
-	Formal decision to be taken at F2F_DM#4 on 16th August

F2F Decision Meeting plan:
-	F2F_DM#2: 2nd March (Wednesday) 13-15h UTC (this meeting)
-	Confirm target plan for Sept-Dec/2022
-	Make formal decision on June TSGs as F2F
-	Make formal decision on September TSGs as Electronic
-	Review planning status for August and Nov F2F meetings
-	[MHSG#28: 3rd March (Thursday) 13-15h UTC
-	Update F2F resumption study on key criteria to cover Omicron policies]
-	F2F_DM#3: 10th May (Tuesday) 13-15h UTC
-	Formal decision on August WGs (as F2F)
-	Formal decision on Oct WGs (as Electronic)
-	F2F_DM#4: 16 August (Tuesday) 13-15h UTC
-	Formal decision on November WGs and December TSGs (both as F2F)

Discussion and conclusion:
Slide 2:
Georg Mayer (TSG SA Chair) commented that there are possibly other regions which may have difficulties with Quarantine Rules and if restrictions are still in place for the December meeting then it may be necessary to consider the difficulties for delegates around the Christmas/New Year period. 
Iain Sharp (ATIS) commented that they would prefer to keep the current formulation and the Web site Calendar updated with the planned meetings. The holding of December meeting as Face to Face should be further considered.
Johannes Achter (DT) commented that it may be necessary to change the December meeting to electronic. 
Georg Mayer (TSG SA Chair) commented that the TSG Chair Elections are scheduled for March 2023 and this would be best done at a face to face meeting.
The December 2022 meeting venue will need to be made nearer to the time 
Suresh Nair (SA WG6 Chair) commented that the elections for SA WG6 Vice Chair is needed in 2022/Q2 and this looks not to be face to face.
It should be borne in mind that if the travelling restrictions are lifted and no hardship is expected, the October meeting could be changed to Face to Face
November meeting - ATIS to present status.
December: Tentative plan to hold Face to face, but not a critical meeting to hold F2F so may be dropped in favour of using Hardship Credits for a F2F March 2023 meeting.
Slide 3:
ATIS reported that there is a search for venues underway for the November meetings and it is expected to have invitations for 10 May, but depending on contract status, there may be a caveat not to start booking hotels immediately.
TTA commented that there may be issues for Visas for the USA. ATIS replied that currently the search is outside USA and Canada and if Canada opens up, then Canada may also be considered.
This revised target plan was endorsed.

4	Review of key criteria from Hosting OP for summer 2022 meetings
OPf220013: Status of key criteria for ETSI-hosted 3GPP meetings in summer 2022 (ETSI)
Conclusions and Recommendations
In general, based on the analysis above we recommend holding the June-July meetings as F2F as per the plan above. For the August meetings we also recommend planning for F2F meetings as per the plan above, however, the formal decision on these will be made at the 10th May Decision Meeting.
Based on the current rules and regulations it is recommended for delegates to consider receiving a booster dose in case their current vaccination status runs beyond the 270 day limit by the 3GPP meeting they plan to attend. However, it is best to wait until mid-May to see how the regulations change. It is expected that the regulations will be further relaxed (or even entirely lifted).
In case a booster turns out to be still needed it is recommended to take one of the most widely accepted boosters.
For potential PCR testing mandates upon return travel the host will ensure on-site PCR testing will be set up, as needed. The host will investigate and determine in mid-May the extent that such testing will be needed, and provide a solution accordingly.
The host will provide rapid tests and masks on site. However, it is also recommended for delegates to carry masks and rapid test with them during travel.

Discussion and conclusion:
Suresh Nair (SA WG6 Chair)  commented that there were some vaccines which appear to have changed and the vaccination validity criteria should be taken into account, which currently appears to be 270 days at present and the status of the need for booster vaccinations is unclear and the definition of 'fully vaccinated' is not yet universal.
The EU Directive has recommended acceptance of all WHO approved Vaccines and this is expected to be applied in all EU countries. This should be re-evaluated in May 2022.
It is possible that the validity period of vaccines may not be continued, but if so, then the booster vaccines will likely be widely available.
CCSA considered that the SA WG3 June and SA WG3-LI July meetings should be electronic due to problems for their delegates. 
Georg Mayer (TSG SA Chair) commented that in principle, face to face meetings should not be held when some delegations indicate that they cannot attend meetings due to restrictions and would not recommend on holding the SA WG3 meeting as face to face. 
Emmanuelle Wurffel (EF3) reported that these can be cancelled without penalty. 
The Target for Q2 is a Face to Face TSGs in Budapest and the SA WG3/SA WG3-LI should be changed to electronic meetings.
Georg Mayer (TSG SA Chair) commented that 
ATIS suggested checking the other OP inputs before deciding on the June meetings, but did not support setting up of hybrid meetings
ARIB Nishioka commented asked what the criteria for entry into Hungary is for those with expired Vaccination certificates. The current situation does not allow entry but a draft regulation is expected in March with a negative PCR test in the case of expired Vaccination Certificates.
Chang Duan (CCSA) supported the June meeting being fully Face to face and did not support setting up hybrid meetings.
ETSI were thanked for this report.

OPf220012: Template for the hosting OP to report status of key criteria (ARIB/TTC)
Discussion and conclusion:
ARIB and TTC were thanked for this report.

OPf220014: Visiting OP Information Re Hungary June TSGs (ATIS)
ATIS Conclusions Regarding June TSGs and Covid-19
There is currently a strong government travel warning against travel to Hungary in the USA. The Canadian quarantine rules are ambiguous in terms of their implications on 3GPP meetings.

Despite this, the ATIS membership has decided to agree to the June TSGs as F2F. This is on condition that:
-	1)	The "hardship exemption" on voting rights is approved by PCG and would be applicable to ATIS IMs in this case, and
-	2)	That there are arrangements to accommodate IMs that are unable to travel.
ATIS request two items in support of Covid-19 testing:
-	1)	We request that the meeting hosts provide easy access to testing facilities that meet the requirements for return travel to the US and Canada (see above).
-	2)	That there is access to rapid testing for delegates on site to reduce the risk of a Covid-19 outbreak during the meeting.
One thing we noted is that the decision meeting for the August WGs is before the June TSGs, so we won't have any learnings from the June TSGs at that decision point. Can the decision meeting date be pushed until after the June TSGs?

Ukraine Crisis
The situation in Ukraine is very distressing and unstable. It may have a range of consequences including issues of safety, flight accessibility, and whether a F2F meeting is appropriate considering the humanitarian situation.
In view of that, ATIS proposes that there should be another checkpoint nearer the June TSGs to ensure we take proper account of that issue. Maybe this could be done at the next PCG meeting.

Discussion and conclusion:
Georg Mayer (TSG SA Chair) commented that as ATIS ask for the possibility to follow the meeting remotely, this may be accommodated by asking MCC to send out the notes of the meeting after each session. Lionel Morand (TSG CT Chair) commented that there may be the need for reception of comments as well as the data available over the FTP. Iain Sharpe (ATIS) commented that there are issues with the documents on the local servers being available in Real time and this would be useful.
MCC commented that at Face to face meetings, the meeting servers are synchronized to a folder on the external FTP site, which should cover the need for access to documents on the meeting servers.
Thomas Tovinger (SA WG5 Chair) commented that allowing comments to be taken into account, including objections etc. then this may be difficult to handle within a real-time face to face meeting and the exact remote interaction allowed should be clarified.
TSG Chairs should make some recommendations for this in time for the June TSG meetings. Production of reports at each break and ensuring the server mirroring is working correctly should be done. Non-face to face participants should not normally be allowed to object or take part in a show of hands at the face to face meeting.
The TSG Chairs agreed to discuss this and produce a report applicable to all TSGs.
Senji Nishioka (ARIB) commented that ARIB and TTC would like to request a hardship exemption due to difficulties in Japan.
Hardship Exemption Requests were received from:
-	ARIB
-	TTC
-	ATIS
-	CCSA
-	TSDSI
-	TTA
The convenor will pass this request for conditional approval to the PCG where they will discuss the Hardship Exemption procedure and the formalities will handled when the package is formally PCG approved.
Johannes Achter asked to lift the deadline for the Hardship Exemption requests before each meeting. The Convenor replied that there may be some lead time before the meeting in order to be able to formally approve the requests.
A 2-week deadline from the first meeting day was considered a reasonable point for Hardship Exemption Requests.
It was clarified that the Hardship Exemption is intended to be used when an OP would Veto a meeting due to the conditions and would allow the face to face meeting continue if they have the hardship exemption. 
ATIS asked whether the F2F Decision meeting can be moved to allow discussions after the June TSG and before the August WG meetings. The DMs were arranged to suit the Hosts timetables and it was suggested that a bis meeting could be held in June to review the outcome of the TSG experience.
Ukraine Crisis: This issue should best be raised in the April PCG who can decide the best way to address this.
The Convenor considered that the main issue to be expected would be the restrictions on International Travel.
Suresh (SA WG6 Chair) asked whether a decision can be made to avoid changing the meetings which may cause further confusion. The Convenor replied that it is best to await the PCG decision on this.
ATIS were thanked for this report.

OPf220016: TSDSI report on status of key criteria for the Decision Meeting (TSDSI)
TSDSI concerns on Booster doses
1)	India does not offer booster doses yet for all age groups. Currently, only senior citizens and front line workers are eligible, and focus at the moment is on getting 15-18 years old children fully vaccinated.
2)	The current EU rules and requirements require that inbound travellers must have received their last dose within the 270 days of the travel. This will have a major impact to TSDSI members due to no provision for booster dose for the larger population. While the significant population has received 2 doses, the second dose for many would have exceed 270 days at the time of travel.
3)	Considering this situation, TSDSI would like to ask for an additional check point in April or early May prior to confirming the June TSG F2F meeting, with the hope that further relaxation will be made by the EU region. In the meanwhile, TSDSI will continue to explore the possibility of securing booster doses for its members under special provision.

Discussion and conclusion:
The 270 day validity period for the second vaccination may be an issue if it is maintained, but the hope is that there will be widespread booster vaccinations available in good time to mitigate this.
TSDSI were thanked for this report.

OPf220015: Template for the hosting OP to report status of key criteria (TTA)
In Korea, we still have the travel requirement to 3GPP meeting locations that are not acceptable, however, in order to be able to resume 3GPP F2F meetings as soon as possible, TTA has no difficulty in confirming the June TSGs as F2F.
Discussion and conclusion:
TTA were thanked for this report.

CCSA Input:
CCSA were asked whether there were any issues with going ahead with the June TSGs as face to face. CCSA confirmed that they were OK with this.



	Travel requirements to 3GPP meeting locations that are acceptable

	Government-defined travel requirements
	ETSI
Evaluation
	Evaluation
ARIB/TTC
	Evaluation
ATIS
	Evaluation
TTA
	Evaluation
TSDSI

	A1. Is Covid-19 vaccination required as a pre-requisite of entry to hosting country?
NOTE: For information on whether the vaccines recognised by the hosting country are acceptable according to the 3GPP criteria refer to question U3.
	Yes, for travel from countries not on the EU list 

All EMA and WHO approved vaccines are accepted with a validity period of 270 days following the last dose.
	
	
	
	

	A2. Is a negative Covid-19 test required prior to arrival as a pre-requisite of entry to hosting country?

	No for fully vaccinated people

	
	Yes
Additional information (US)
Before boarding a flight to the United States, you are required to show a negative COVID-19 test result taken no more than 1 day before travel. There is also an option for people who have documented recovery from COVID-19 in the past 90 days.
The US seems to accept most types of COVID-19 testing including “Rapid Antigen Tests” (RATs) provided they are authorized for use by the relevant national authority for the detection of SARS-CoV-2 in the country where the test is administered
Refer to:
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-covid19.html

Additional Information (Canada)
Proof of a professionally administered or observed antigen test taken outside of Canada no more than 1 day before to your scheduled flight or entry to Canada 
Refer to:
https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/covid-vaccinated-travellers-entering-canada#pre-entry-testing
	
	

	A3. Is periodic negative Covid-19 testing required if not vaccinated?

	No for the countries for June-July-August meetings
	
	
	
	

	A4. Is a proof of Covid-19 vaccination required as a pre-requisite of entry to hosting country?

	Yes, for travel from countries not on the EU list

	
	
	
	

	A5. Is participation required in Covid-19 contract tracing of the destination country?

	No for the countries for June-July-August meetings
	
	
	
	

	A6. Does the delegates’ home country require a negative COVID-19 test before allowing re-entry into the home country?
	
	Yes
Additional information:
All travelers must provide COVID-19 PCR negative certificate tested within 72 hours from the departure time of the flight.
Additionally, all entrants must have antigen test at the time of entry.

	
	Yes
All travelers must provide COVID-19 PCR negative certificate tested within 48 hours before departure date.
	Yes
Negative RT-PCR test is mandatory for all international travelers flying to India within 72hrs prior to the travel, if they cannot produce a certificate of completing full primary vaccination. Travelers must also submit a self-declaration form on the online Air Suvidha portal (www.newdelhiairport.in) before the scheduled travel.
Guidelines for International Arrivals (Dated: February 10th, 2022)




	Travel requirements to 3GPP meeting locations that are not acceptable

	Government-defined travel requirements
	ETSI
Evaluation
	Evaluation
ARIB/TTC
	Evaluation
ATIS
	Evaluation
TTA
	Evaluation
TSDSI

	U1. Are delegates from any of the OP Home Countries barred entry to the hosting country as a policy?
	No
	
	
	
	

	U2. Do any of your OP Home Countries have in effect a Covid-19 related travel ban or strong warning against travelling to the hosting location?
	
	No
	Yes (US) / (Canada)
Additional information
The US State Department and Center for Disease Control (CDC) both have strong warnings against travel to Hungary. The State Department status is “Do not travel to Hungary due to COVID-19.”

	No
	No

	U3. Is entry to the hosting country barred to Covid-19 vaccinated delegates from any of the 3GPP OP Home Countries because the hosting country does not accept a vaccine that is administered by the 3GPP OP Home Countries?
	No barring accept that Sputnik vaccine is only accepted in Hungary, but not accepted in most other European countries. 
	
	
	
	Covishield and Covaxin are the two primary vaccines currently approved by the Indian administration and WHO. While these vaccines are accepted by Hungary, we would like to ensure that these vaccines remain in the list of allowed vaccines for future 3GPP F2F meetings e.g. Aug WG meetings (France).

	U4. Is quarantine required for all people regardless of Covid-19 vaccination or test status on entry to the hosting country (Quarantine on arrival at destination is not acceptable)?
	No
	
	
	
	

	U5. Is quarantine required for all people regardless of Covid-19 vaccination or test status on re-entering the delegate’s home country, or from where people will be unable to return to their home country?
	
	Yes
Additional information
In the case of returning from Hungary, all entrants are required to wait for three days in accommodation secured by the quarantine station, and then, if the PCR test result is negative, to wait at home, etc., until the 7th day after entry. 
(as of Feb. 25, 2022)
	Partially (Canada)
Additional information
Canadian arrivals are required to have a “quarantine plan” which they must file prior to travel. However, this is only invoked if it is determined as necessary upon arrival. See https://travel.gc.ca/travel-covid/travel-restrictions/isolation/quarantine-start

	Yes
There is a mandatory 7 days quarantine for all travelers from overseas regardless of nationality and vaccination status.
	No

	U6. Is periodic Covid testing required at the hosting location even if already vaccinated?
	No
	
	
	
	

	Additional Travel requirements to 3GPP meeting locations

	Government-defined travel requirements
	ETSI
Evaluation
	Evaluation
ARIB/TTC
	Evaluation
ATIS
	Evaluation
TTA
	Evaluation
TSDSI

	X1. Is it required in the hosting country to install an app or software on devices to perform contact tracing?
	No
	Yes or No
Additional information:
Each participant may or may not be able to install the application on the device they are using.
If the participant is using a company-issued device, it might be difficult to use the application. 
But even in that situation, if a rental device is available, it is generally considered possible to use the application.
	Not Applicable
This requirement is currently Not Applicable to Hungary. Should this change, ATIS does not regard this requirement as acceptable in the current environment.
	Not Applicable
	Yes
There are no specified guidelines from TSDSI or Indian administration in this regard. We believe it should be left to the discretion of the delegates and/or IM guidelines.





5	Review of key criteria based on input from non-hosting OPs for summer 2022 meetings
This was handled under the discussions of inputs and next steps.

6	Next steps
A clear communication from the TSG Chairs should be provided as many delegates are eager to receive the results of this meeting. The TSG SA Chair suggested that the June TSGs invitation is again forwarded with the confirmation that this will be a face to face meeting. ATIS suggested also adding the information that the Ukraine situation will be discussed at the April PCG.

7	AoB and Closing remarks
The Convenor undertook to send a summary of this meeting over the e-mail.
The Convenor thanked participants for their useful inputs and discussions. Further communication will continue over e-mail.
Pamela Kumar (TSDSI) asked whether the October meeting preferred venue was 3-7 October rather than 10-14 October and asked if this was an issue for the TSGs. The TSG SA Chair replied that Q4 is highly populated with holiday periods over different regions and would also entail the WGs schedules being adjustable. It was noted that 'Golden week' is the first week of October. This question can be asked and discussed over the HOSTINGS e-mail list.
Iain Sharpe (ATIS) commented that these meetings are assumed to be e-meetings and would only be changed to face to face if the situation changes to allow this.
Lionel Morand (TSG CT Chair) commented that it is not possible to move the meeting back to the beginning of October.

Closed: 02 March 2022, 15.02 UTC
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