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1
Introduction

Communication was received from the Telecommunications Standards Development Society, India (TSDSI) on 24 March 2014 in which Observer status in 3GPP is sought.   This communication is given in Annex A.  A letter from the Indian Government addressed to TSDSI is given at Annex B.

2
Requirements and privileges of an Observer
Article 10 of the 3GPP Working Procedures provides the basic requirements to be eligible for Observer status and explains the privileges that Observers enjoy.  In summary, Observer status may be granted to an Organization that has the qualifications to become a future Partner.  (The qualifications to become a Partner are subsequently given in Articles 6 and 7).  Observers have the right to participate in OP, PCG and TSG meetings, to receive documents, provide documents for information but not to take part in decision making or hold leadership positions.  For convenience, extracts from the 3GPP Working Procedures are given at the end of this document

3
Who currently holds Observer status in 3GPP?

It may be noted that 3GPP currently has three Observers, namely:  Communications Alliance Ltd (Australia), ISACC (Canada) and TIA (US).

4
Decision requested

The Partners are requested to consider the request received from TSDSI.

Working Procedures Extracts

Article 10:     Observers and Guests

The status of Observer may be granted by the Organizational Partners to an entity which has the qualifications to become a future Partner.
An Observer may send a single representative to an Organizational Partners or PCG meeting. An Observer may also have representatives at TSG meetings. Representatives of Observers may receive documents and contribute documents for information, but shall not submit documents that propose changes to the specifications, reports, work item descriptions, work plan, or any other document under the control of the TSG. Observers shall not take part in decision making or hold any leadership positions.

Additional participation rights of an Observer shall be decided by the Organizational Partners on a case-by-case basis.

 Article 6:       Organizational Partnership

Organizational Partnership is open to any Standards Organization, irrespective of its geographical location, which has:
· a national, regional or other officially recognized status and the capability and authority to define, publish and set standards within the 3GPP scope, in that nation or region;

· an Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Policy which is compatible with those of the Organizational Partners;

· committed itself to all or part of the 3GPP scope;

· signed the Partnership Project Agreement.

Article 7:       Market Representation Partnership

The Organizational Partners may invite Market Representation Partners to take part in 3GPP.
An invitation for Market Representation Partnership is open to any organization, irrespective of its geographical location, which:

· has the ability to offer market advice to 3GPP and to bring into 3GPP a consensus view of market requirements (e.g., services, features and functionality) falling within the 3GPP scope;

· does not have the capability and authority to define, publish and set standards within the 3GPP scope, nationally or regionally;

· has committed itself to all or part of the 3GPP scope;

· has signed the Partnership Project Agreement.


