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Decision/action requested
The group is asked to discuss and endorse the proposals so that clear WF is decided for the ongoing study.
Rational 
The rationale for this discussion is to ensure a consistent interpretation of the approved SA5 Rel-20 study scope [2], taking into account recent plenary discussions and liaison exchanges between TSG RAN and TSG SA involving SA Working Groups [3–8]. In particular, this discussion aims to support alignment on how UE-side data collection aspects are to be handled within the context of the Rel-20 study.
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Background & discussion
The SA5 Rel-20 5GA study on AI/ML management – phase 3 [1], as revised and approved in [2], includes a work task dedicated to investigating management capabilities related to data collection to enable UE-side, network-side, and two-sided AI/ML model training. The relevant scope is captured in WT-1.1 item 5, quoted below from [2]: 
“ WT-1: AI/ML Lifecycle Management Enhancements
WT-1.1: Investigate enhancements of AI/ML management capabilities throughout the AI/ML lifecycle in 5GS, including training, testing, emulation, deployment, inference, to support AI/ML-enabled features in the 5GS. This includes:
…
5. Study feasibility and potential requirements for data collection for (e.g., UE-side, Network-side and two-sided model) to enable model training.”
During the latest TSG-SA#110 and TSG-RAN#110 relevant discussions on AIML for NR air interface phase 2 addressing the topics of inter-vendor training collaboration and UE data collection [3].
The discussion in RAN concluded with endorsement of the following way forward for inter-vendor model training collaboration [3], [5], [8]:
Way forward agreements
· Remove RAN4 checkpoints and SA checkpoints 
· From RAN perspective, move forward with normative phase for both Direction A (3a-1, 4-1) with non-OTA solution and Direction C.   
· Indicate to SA the intention to move forward and ask SA to kindly decide on the best way forward and down selection between SA5 and SA2 options.    
· [bookmark: _Hlk218521110]This does NOT imply that all three options will be done in 6G 

The TSG RAN also made the following agreements related to AI/ML UE side data collection for Rel-20 [3], [6], [7]: 
Way forward agreement on UE sided data collection:
1. To avoid parallel work in 5G and 6G, no normative work in Rel-20 for UE side data collection.  Focus data collection framework work on 6G, and use the lesson learned across all the WGs to design something for 6G.  
2. From RAN perspective, we see value for SA2/SA5 and SA3 to complete/finalize their study so we can use the lessons learned for 6G.    
3. [bookmark: _Hlk220318118]The fact that 5G didn’t have normative phase does not preclude standardized solutions in 6G.  

RAN has also revised and approved their Rel-20 5GA WID [4] to reflect the above agreements.

Context on potential 6G implications
Regarding the statement in RAN’s agreed way forward on inter-vendor collaboration “This does NOT imply that all three options will be done in 6G” [3] - it is understood that RAN plans to address the three solutions within Rel-20 to the extent captured in the revised WID [4], with any remaining aspects potentially deferred to 6G.

Regarding the statement in RAN’s way forward agreement on UE-side data collection “The fact that 5G didn’t have normative phase does not preclude standardized solutions in 6G” [3] - it is understood that while RAN ceases further work on this topic in Rel-20 5GA, the topic may be reconsidered in the context of 6G.

Two-sided model training (direction A (option 3a-1, option 4-1))
Based on the agreement on inter-vendor model training collaboration, RAN sent an LS to SA in [5], asking TSG SA to take into account the agreement on moving forward with the normative phase of Direction A (3a-1, 4-1) with a non-OTA solution, and to decide how to proceed with the work in SA5 and/or SA2, including any potential down-selection between SA5 and SA2 options.  

Observation #1: 
The RAN-agreed way forward on inter-vendor model training includes references to both Rel-20 activities and potential future reuse (e.g. 6G). At the same time, the revised Rel-20 RAN WID [4] explicitly includes Direction A (non-OTA) and Direction C within its scope. Unless there is a need identified by the group for further clarification or confirmation from RAN, SA5 may proceed with its Rel-20 study work in accordance with the approved SID scope [2] on two-sided model training use case.

[bookmark: _Hlk220181011]Proposal #1:
[bookmark: _Hlk220696825]SA5 proceeds with its Rel-20 study work on NW-side and two-sided model training as approved in the SID, taking into account the guidance provided in the LSs from SA and RAN.

UE-side data collection
RAN informed SA in [6] of its agreements on AI/ML UE-side data collection for Rel-20, noting that TSG RAN will not proceed with a normative phase for UE-sided data collection in Rel-20 NR. At the same time, RAN highlighted the value for SA2, SA5, and SA3 to complete or finalize their respective studies, in order to capture lessons learned that may inform potential future 6G work. TSG RAN requested that TSG SA take these agreements and recommendations into account when deciding how to proceed with the completion of the study item phase in the respective groups.
Based on discussions in TSG-SA#110, and while acknowledging the value identified by RAN for SA working groups to complete their studies, TSG SA instructed SA2, SA5, and SA3 [7] to postpone further work on AI/ML UE-sided data collection in the current release. At the same time, TSG SA approved the revised SA5 Rel-20 SID, which continues to include WT-1.1 (item 5) addressing data collection aspects for UE-side, network-side, and two-sided model training [2].
Observation #2:
TSG RAN has indicated that, for Rel-20, there will be no normative phase for AI/ML UE-sided data collection, while also highlighting the value for SA working groups to complete or finalize their studies in order to capture lessons learned for future 6G work. Subsequently, TSG SA instructed SA working groups to postpone further work on AI/ML UE-sided data collection in the current release. At the same time, the approved revised SA5 Rel-20 SID continues to include, within WT-1.1 item 5, the study of feasibility and potential requirements related to data collection for UE-side, network-side, and two-sided model training.
In this context, it is important for SA5 to apply a consistent interpretation of the approved study scope and to conclude its work strictly in alignment with TSG SA guidance.
[bookmark: _Hlk220180974][bookmark: _Hlk220696806]Proposal#2:
SA5 should conclude its discussion on the existing UE data collection use cases in the TR, while capturing the lessons learned for possible future work (e.g., in the context of 6G). Any further discussion, including the documentation of potential detailed solutions for the approved use cases, should be undertaken only after confirmation from SA5 leadership/TSG SA that this approach is consistent with SA guidance. In any case SA5 current position and understanding is that there will be no corresponding normative work in Rel-20 5GA for these use cases.The current SA5 understanding is that no corresponding normative work for these use cases will be pursued in Rel-20 for 5GA.
Proposals
Proposal #1:
SA5 proceeds with its Rel-20 study work on NW-side and two-sided model training as approved in the SID, taking into account the guidance provided in the LSs from SA and RAN.
Proposal#2:
SA5 should conclude its discussion on the existing UE data collection use cases in the TR, while capturing the lessons learned for possible future work (e.g., in the context of 6G). Any further discussion, including the documentation of potential detailed solutions for the approved use cases, should be undertaken only after confirmation from SA5 leadership/TSG SA that this approach is consistent with SA guidance. In any case SA5 current position and understanding is that there will be no corresponding normative work in Rel-20 5GA for these use cases.The current SA5 understanding is that no corresponding normative work for these use cases will be pursued in Rel-20 for 5GA.





