3GPP TSG-WG2 Meeting #173	S2-260xxx0
Goa, IN, 9h Feb – 13th Feb, 2026

Title:	LS on UE reader selection
Response to:	
Release:	Rel-20
Work Item:	FS_AmbientIoT_Ph2_ARC

Source:	Nokia [will be SA2]
To:	RAN3
Cc:	-

Contact person:	Pallab Gupta
	pallab (dot) gupta (at) nokia (dot) com
	

Send any reply LS to:		3GPP Liaisons Coordinator, mailto:3GPPLiaison@etsi.org 	

Attachments:	TS 23.369 CR#0123

1	Overall description
In Rel-20, KI#1 of the TR 23.700-30, SA2 is studying additional architecture support of Ambient IoT for the support of Rel-19 AIoT Devices defined in TS 23.369 in Topology 2 based on the RRC-based option as described in clause 8.1.3.3 of TR 23.700‑13. One of the issues that SA2 discussed is related to UE reader selection in topology 2 when the AF provides only the area information and how to identify a reader UE in the Inventory Report message.

UE reader selection by gNB

SA2 agrees that like topology 1, the AIOTF is configured with the mapping between AIoT Area IDs and the gNB IDs. The AIOTF can therefore proceed as for topology 1 and send to a relevant AMF the list of gNB IDs to contact and include inside the Inventory Request Transfer Container the AIOT Area within the Requested Service Area Information IE. 

The gNB can identify the RRC connected UEs (that are authorized to act as UE readers), in this area to be used reader UEs. The signaling is therefore very similar to topology 1 but gNB needs to learn that it shall look for reader UEs i.e. UEs that are authorized to operate as a UE Reader. An indication of “reader UEs” is necessary.

SA2 has agreed to add an optional indicator “reader UEs” in the Inventory Request message within the Inventory Request Transfer Container.

Q1: SA2 requests RAN3 to consider the above for UE reader selection in topology 2

Inventory Report

Once UEs have performed the inventory of AIoT devices in RRC connected state, it needs to report to AIOTF. Regarding how the UEs report the outcome of the AIoT inventory result, one option that SA2 discussed is that UEs report the inventoried AIoT devices over RRC message. Then the gNB can use the Inventory Report message towards the AMF.

However, in this case, the reader is a UE, not a TRP. RAN3 needs to discuss whether and how to identify this reader UE uniquely for the AIoT session.

Q2: SA2 requests RAN3 to discuss whether and how to identify a reader UE in the Inventory Report message.


2	Actions

To RAN3
ACTION: SA2 kindly asks RAN3 to take the above information into account and provide feedback.



3	Date of next TSG SA WG SA2 meetings

3GPPSA2#174				2026-04-13 – 2026-04-17			Malta, MT

3GPPSA2#175				2026-05-18 – 2026-05-22			China, CN
