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1. Overall Description:
3GPP SA4 thanks SA5 for your Reply LS on 3GPP work on energy efficiency. SA4 provides the following in response to the SA5 responses:

Proposed changes to 3GPP templates for Work Item Descriptions and Specifications

Original SA4 proposal: “A proposal to modify the 3GPP Work Item Description and Specification templates to include a clause on “Impact on Climate” or “How can impact on energy efficiency and/or energy saving and/or digital sobriety be considered in the work” that would identify and collect relevant information. The end goal is to have the new clause be a consideration similar to the way “Security” is considered in any 3GPP effort or feature.  To enable this, SA4 is considering to study developing guidelines on how this new clause would be populated. The hope is that such a clause may increase the awareness and considerations for any climate impact where this applies, while we hope it would not become a platform for green washing.”

SA5 reply: SA5 supports the proposal to modify the 3GPP Work Item Description and Specification templates to include a clause on “Impact on Climate” or “How the impact on energy efficiency and/or energy saving and/or digital sobriety is considered in the work” that would identify and collect relevant information. SA5 joins SA4 wishes that this would not become a platform for green washing.

SA4 appreciates the support.  Some member companies in SA4 are planning to propose to add the following clause to the 3GPP Work Item Description template via company contributions into SA#103:

9	Impact on Climate
{This information is provided as best effort assumption, at the time of submission of the WID to TSG approval. It can be later changed without a need to revise the WID.
This should be used by the working group to identify potentially quantifiable energy efficiency gains in the network and/or devices. It could also be used to identify other KPIs affecting climate, including quantifiably measurable benefits to other industries and verticals in addressing the climate emergency.
Furthermore, SA4 has agreed a Study Item Description on Media Energy Consumption Exposure and Evaluation Framework in 5G Services for Rel-19.

2. Actions:
To SA5: please take the above into consideration.

3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG4 Meetings:
SA4#127-bis-e	8 – 12 April 2024	Online
SA4#128	20 – 24 May 2024	South Korea

