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1. Overall Description:
The Seamless Air Alliance (SAA, https://www.seamlessalliance.com/) has been established in February 2018 with the goal of promoting aviation requirements for inflight connectivity (IFC). The SAA is a robust organization based on a set of working groups which are composed of world-class experts in telecommunications, aeronautical, and connectivity technologies. SAA members encompass the most-important companies and organizations in the aviation industry, including airlines, airframe manufacturers, connectivity service providers, satellite operators, and equipment suppliers.
SAA’s mission is to enable airlines to continually provide the best possible passenger connectivity experience. As an industry-wide collaboration, SAA define interoperability standards and approval programs that drive innovation, economies of scale, and enable airlines with the most cost effective, efficient, and flexible solutions.

SAA members envision a new inflight connectivity experience that will amaze passengers, enable new customer engagement opportunities for airlines, and extend Mobile Operator relationships from gate-to-gate anywhere in the world.

The SAA aims at promoting the aviation requirements for future connectivity solutions including 3GPP (5G/6G). This includes the business and technical needs for cabin and cockpit connectivity systems.

This organization has the following specific objectives:
· Consolidate and share connectivity needs and positions for the aviation industry
· Assess business considerations
· Define use cases and associated technical requirements
· Prepare position papers on specific topics (e.g., new necessary features, regulatory constraints)
· Conduct studies and share technical reports.

The SAA has a robust organization based on a set of working groups, which are composed of world-class experts in the telecommunications and aviation connectivity fields. These experts are affiliated with the most important companies and organizations in the aviation industry, including airlines, airframe manufacturers, inflight connectivity service providers, satellite operators and equipment manufacturers.

To support technical and market assessments related to 3GPP in aviation, SAA relies on both already existing working groups such as the Airlines and Technical Forum, and as well as the 3GPP NTN Working Group under the umbrella of the current Standards Working Group.
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The following working groups are or will support the effort that was launched in September 2023 to consolidate and communicate the aviation needs for 3GPP Non-Terrestrial Networks (NTN).

· 3GPP NTN Working Group: This group has been created under the umbrella of the SAA Standards Working Group to specifically lead the standardization efforts associated with 3GPP NTN. It is expected to be the primary interface to the standardization bodies such as 3GPP and any other telecom organizations. It is also expected to manage the regulatory considerations, with potential participation in the key regulatory committees such as ITU, CEPT and FCC.

· Airline Forum: The Airline Forum rallies airlines around common issues, objectives, and opportunities; and to capture and share the end-user perspective on those matters. This group consolidates user requirements and clarifies service level needs. 

· Technical Forum: The “Tech” Group is the primary instance to discuss technical matters in the SAA. It has built a solid expertise and vision around the assessment of IFC performance. This group defines use cases, associated technical requirements, and the end-to-end system architecture; and conducts technical evaluations.

· Architecture & Interoperability Working Group: This group focuses on designing aircraft terminals that are network agnostic. Leveraging the 3GPP protocol stack represents a great opportunity in the definition of next generation aircraft terminals.

In relation to the Standards Working Group and 3GPP, SAA members, who are as well 3GPP members, are committed to actively contribute in the 3GPP activities related to 5G NR NTN and Air To Ground (ATG) in particular in the following 3GPP working groups: SA1, SA2, RAN1, RAN2, RAN3, RAN4.

In the attached white paper, SAA provides a presentation of its organization and their objectives, missions, the aviation connectivity market perspectives, an explanation of aviation communication and the associated network architecture, as well as a set of use cases and performance metrics for inflight connectivity needs using UE for terrestrial, ATG UE and mobile VSAT for NR NTN. 

Additionally, the attached document also reiterates the inflight connectivity requirements using mobile VSAT, for both GSO and NGSO, in NR NTN as a further enhancement for the scope of RAN4 Rel-19 NR NTN Work Item.


2. Actions:
To: 3GPP TSG RAN
Action: SAA kindly asks 3GPP TSG RAN to take the provided information into consideration for NTN 
enhancements discussions for Rel-19 RAN4 NR NTN Work Item scope of work, in particular to address the Rel-18 gap of Mobile VSAT support for NGSO.


3. Date of Next SAA Meeting:
	1Q24 Membership Meeting
	21 March, 2024 14:00 – 18:00
	Washington (DC), USA
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