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1. Introduction
This document provides TP on principles and general functions of inter-6G-RAN-node interface.
2. pCR for TR 38.760-3
[bookmark: _Toc211849825]6.2	RAN Internal Interfaces
Editor’s Note: This chapter shall comprehensively address study on CU-DU and CP-UP aspects including functional split considering interim milestone TSG#112 (June/2026) to take a decision during TSG#115: March 2027
Editor’s Note: This chapter should also address the interfaces between 6G RAN nodes (equivalent to Xn).
[bookmark: _Toc478916433][bookmark: _Toc211849826]6.2.1	Interface between 6G RAN nodes
6.2.1.1	General Principles
6.2.1	General Principles 
Editor’s note: The aim of this section is to describe general design principles and requirements for RAN Internal Interfaces
The general principles for the specification of the 6G RAN-RAN interface are as follows:
-    the interface between 6G RAN nodes is open;
-	the interface between 6G RAN nodes supports the exchange of signalling information between 6G RAN nodes, and the forwarding of user data to the respective tunnel endpoints;	Comment by ZTE-Mengzhen: Besides signalling exchange, user data forwarding should also be a key aspect to be supported.
-	the interface between 6G RAN nodes supports control plane and user plane separation;
-	the interface between 6G RAN nodes supports future enhancements;
-	the interface between 6G RAN nodes supports all possible RAN deployment scenarios;
	Comment by Ericsson User: Impact is unclear at this stage
	Comment by Huawei: The impact to Xn is unclear, we can further consider the necessity of the two bullets for Xn in future meeting.

-	the control plane interface between 6G RAN nodes supports reliable signalling transmission;
-	the interface between 6G RAN nodes is a point-to-point interface, from logical point of view. A point-to-point logical interface is feasible even in the absence of a physical direct connection between 6G RAN nodes;
-    the interface between 6G RAN nodes separates Radio Network Layer and Transport Network Layer.
Editor’s note: Additional principles maybe added e.g. based on the RAN-CN interface discussion 	Comment by ZTE-Mengzhen: Suggest to remove the Note. Anyway, additional principles can be added if needed, the not is not necessary.
6.2.1.2	Functions
The interface between 6G RAN nodes supports the following functions:
-	UE mobility management: function to manage the UE mobility between 6G RAN nodes, specifically respect for mobility between two 6NBs, intra-system inter-RAT mobility between 5G and 6G, and inter-system mobility between 5G and 6G.	Comment by ZTE-Mengzhen: For UE mobility management, in addition to typical handovers between two 6G NBs, 5G-6G inter-system mobility and intra-system inter-RAT mobility should also be taken into account, similar to legacy generations. It is proposed to capture these mobility scenarios, such that the Xn-like interface may support UE mobility for all of these scenarios.

-	Data forwarding.
-	Interface Management and error handling.

