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1. Overall Description:
RAN3 is discussing the encoding of AIOTF Identifier over NGAP, and the following description has been specified in TS 38.413 v19.0.0,
[bookmark: _Hlk208476302][bookmark: _Toc209706845]9.3.3.70	AIOTF Identifier
This IE uniquely identifies the AIOTF.
	IE/Group Name
	Presence
	Range
	IE type and reference
	Semantics description

	AIOTF Identifier
	M
	
	OCTET STRING
	Coded as the NfInstanceId IE defined in TS 29.571 [35].



On determining the size of the OCTET STRING, RAN3 finds the following description in TS 29.571 for NfInstanceId,
	NfInstanceId
	string
	String uniquely representing a NF instance. The format of the NF Instance ID shall be a Universally Unique Identifier (UUID) version 4, as described in IETF RFC 9562 [15]. The hexadecimal letters should be formatted as lower-case characters by the sender, and they shall be handled as case-insensitive by the receiver.
Example:
"4ace9d34-2c69-4f99-92d5-a73a3fe8e23b"
(NOTE 3)



RAN3 observes that TS 29.571 captures ‘hex-and-dash’ string UUID format as an example in the description of NfInstanceId, but does not provide a clear description on how the NfInstanceId is encoded.
For now, RAN3 has different understandings on how the NfInstanceId is encoded as defined in TS 29.571. More specifically, 
Understanding 1: Each hexadecimal letter is encoded to 4 bits, and the hyphens are not encoded. So the size of the encoded string is 128 bits (i.e. 16 octets) for 32 hexadecimal letters.
Understanding 2: Each hexadecimal letter and each hyphen is encoded to 8 bits. So the size of the encoded string is 36 octets for 32 hexadecimal letters plus 4 hyphens.

2. Actions:
To CT4: 
ACTION: 	RAN3 kindly asks CT4 to confirm which understanding is correct.

3. Date of Next TSG RAN3 Meetings:
TSG-RAN3 Meeting #131           09-13 February 2026                           Goteborg, SE
TSG-RAN3 Meeting #131-bis       13-17 April 2026                                Malta, MT
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