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1	Introduction
In TSG RAN Meeting #102, a new SID of studying on solutions for Ambient IoT in NR has been agreed [1]. In RAN1 #106 meeting [2], some agreements are achieved and listed below.
	Agreement
For ambient IoT devices, a dedicated physical broadcast channel for R2D, e.g. PBCH-like, is not considered for study.

Agreement
For ambient IoT devices, at least for R2D data transmission, a physical channel (PR2DCH) is studied.
· System information (if defined) is transmitted on the PR2DCH.
· FFS Whether/how control information is transmitted on the PR2DCH.
Note: the naming of PR2DCH is used for the sake of the study.

Agreement
For ambient IoT devices, at least for D2R data transmission, a physical channel (PDRCH) is studied along with the following,
· Response transmitted from device to reader during contention-based access procedure is transmitted on the PDRCH
· FFS: Details of response
· FFS Whether/how/what D2R control information (if defined) is transmitted on the PDRCH
· Note: the naming of PDRCH is used for the sake of the study




In this paper, we discuss and give our views on downlink and uplink channel for ambient IoT.

2	Discussion
[bookmark: _Hlk157954937]2.1	PRDCH design
In NR, we have L1 control information - DCI, L2 control information - MAC CE, and L3 control information - RRC. Considering ambient IoT radio transmission, there may not need so much control field as legacy NR due to its very simple and cheap device. For example, in physical layer, we don’t need to indicate the frequency resource, the time resource, the HARQ information, power control information, MIMO information and so on. MCS may be the only information needed to be indicated. However, the MCS for ambient IoT is much different than that in NR. Since there is no FEC in PRDCH, code rate indication is not needed. Since there is no rate matching in PRDCH, TB size indication is not needed. Instead, a post-amble or ending indication of PRDCH could be used for determining the TB size implicitly.
MCS-like indication for ambient IoT is used to indicate the line code chip duration / data rate. Longer chip duration could have better link level performance but lower data rate. Reader could select the chip duration / data rate based on its consideration on payload size and coverage requirement. Data rate information could be indicated in timing acquisition signal.
Proposal 1: PRDCH control information indicates the data rate / line code chip duration by timing acquisition signal.
In NR, payload bits are scrambled after channel coding for interference randomization. Since there is no FEC in PRDCH, there is no need to scramble the bits for randomization. On the other hand, scrambling could more or less have some security functionality in physical layer. As PDCP may not be adopt for ambient IoT due to its complexity, physical layer could be the protocol layer to have some AS level security.
Proposal 2: Study physical layer scrambling for AS level security.

2.2	PDRCH design
If FDM is supported for PDRCH, e.g., by subcarrier modulation of the D2R line code, the subcarrier frequency/level used for FDM should be randomly selected by device for PDRCH transmission during random access procedure. If individual devices are identified during random access, ambient IoT device could use the subcarrier frequency selected during random access without any further indication for the following PDRCH transmission.
Proposal 3: If FDM is supported for PDRCH, the subcarrier frequency used for FDM is randomly selected by device during random access procedure.
Another open issue is whether FEC could be applied for PDRCH. We think FEC is benefit for D2R coverage especially for device type 2 where D2R may be the bottle neck link for coverage. If FEC is support, only very limited code rate could be specified, for example, there are only two FEC alternatives. Alternative-1 is without FEC and alternative-2 is ½ code rate convolutional code. There are three options to select the FEC alternatives, option 1 is to indicate the channel coding plan by R2D control information; option 2 is to indicate the channel coding plan for PDRCH by D2R control information; option 3 is to select channel coding plan by the device and to blind detect the plan by the reader.
If channel coding is applied for PDRCH, it’s better to have scrambling after channel coding for interference randomization.
Proposal 4: If channel coding is supported for PDRCH, study the following for indicating the channel coding code rate:
· Option 1: code rate for PDRCH is indicated by R2D control information
· Option 2: code rate for PDRCH is indicated by D2R control information
· Option 3: code rate for PDRCH is selected by device and is blind detected by reader
Proposal 5: If channel coding is supported for PDRCH, scrambling the output bits after channel coding is also supported.

3	Conclusion
In this contribution, we give our views on downlink and uplink channel for ambient IoT, and propose that:
Proposal 1: PRDCH control information indicates the data rate / line code chip duration by timing acquisition signal.
Proposal 2: Study physical layer scrambling for AS level security.
Proposal 3: If FDM is supported for PDRCH, the subcarrier frequency used for FDM is randomly selected by device during random access procedure.
Proposal 4: If channel coding is supported for PDRCH, study the following for indicating the channel coding code rate:
· Option 1: code rate for PDRCH is indicated by R2D control information
· Option 2: code rate for PDRCH is indicated by D2R control information
· Option 3: code rate for PDRCH is selected by device and is blind detected by reader
Proposal 5: If channel coding is supported for PDRCH, scrambling the output bits after channel coding is also supported.
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