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1. Overall Description:
CT4 is considering to study the evolution of media control protocol for IMS network from H.248 protocol to SBI to avoid the increasing operational costs caused by protocol fragmentation (e.g. legacy media plane functions using H.248 while MF using SBI) and to better support new services (e.g. AI capabilities).

To support this evolution, CT4 observed it is essential that this effort should not be limited to a mere protocol replacement, but instead the different entities involved in the IMS media control plane should be migrated to a Service-Based Architecture, and leverage the different mechanism defined there (e.g. related definition of the different entities as SBA Network Functions, definition of their associated SBA services, NFs registration and discovery of NF instances and services via NRF,needs to be supported in the SBA, with corresponding services defined for each NF, support of resiliency/escalabilities mechanisms such as "NF (instance) set" concept, etc.). 

CT4 recognizes the above aspects have deep architecturale impacts and would like to ask SA2 to confirm whether it is acceptable for CT4 to lead this study. 

2. Actions:
To 3GPP SA2 
ACTION: 	CT4 kindly asks SA2 to confirm whether it is acceptable for CT4 to lead this study with the architecture impacts described above.

3. Date of Next CT4 Meetings:
CT4 Meeting calendar can be found at:
https://www.3gpp.org/dynareport?code=Meetings-C4.htm

