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Introduction
For purposes of the discussion on the functional split, the proponents of the two user plane node in architecture B2 have agreed to call the higher node CN and the cell site node RAN.  This document looks at the choices for frame selection function for two node option  in B2.
Discussion

The frame selection function (or MDC) does not really belong to the “Core”.  To always have it in the NodeB as architectural choice may not be an optimal choice either.   On the other hand to define a separate logical node just performing frame selection (and possibly bi-casting) with standardized interfaces to it seem to be an overkill as it is unlikely that operators will benefit from the multi-vendor choice for just this function.

It thus seems preferable to incorporate the functionality into one of the nodes logically from specification point of view; that is, not specify it as a separate logical element with standardised interfaces.
The next issue to be resolved is whether this functionality is better suited in the higher node (called “Core” for this discussion) or at the cell site.  Our preference would be to keep it at the “Core” node to avoid configuration of the MDC function in the cell site Node (called “RAN” in this discussion) over the standardised Core to RAN interface.  Additionally, having it mandated in the NodeB is not efficient when cost of transport network for the last mile is an issue.
Conclusion and proposal

From the discussion above, our preference for the MDC functionality if it is required will be the “Core”.  
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