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1. Introduction
In the last SA2/RAN3 joint meeting in end of June, Montreal, the functionalities split have been discussed and a preliminary output [1] have been produced.
However, the functionality regarding the “Intra-radio access mobility, connected mode” is still FFS in the CN. 
2. Discussion
Some proposals in the last joint SA2/RAN3 meeting in Montreal have been presented by companies. We are considering that the CN need to be involved in the intra-radio access mobility for the UE in connected mode. This is discussed based on the following figures.
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Figure 1 Intra EUTRAN mobility in Iu Flex configuration
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Figure 2 Intra EUTRAN mobility in normal configuration
Regardless of the E-UTRAN architectures configuration, Intra radio access mobility anyway need to involve evolved CN in order to e.g. switch IP bearer from source node to target node. Moreover, in order to reduce the signaling load due to the mobility between NB-RNC, e.g. the transfer of UE context from the source to the target can be done between NB-RNCs.
For the always-on concept (not only preservation in the CN but also keep UE in RRC Connected mode), it can not keep the UE in a anchor point forever. Sometime (may not be rear) need to relocate the UE between intermediate nodes in order to have route optimization, resource usage distribution. For example, when the UE have long time no data to receive/transfer, the network can then consider  relocating the UE to the target Node which location is close to the UE. This may then involve the relocation of UE context between intermediate node. 
Therefore, for the functionality splitting purpose, it can be decided that the CN is also involved in the intra radio access mobility for UE in connected mode.
4. Proposal

It is proposed that the CN also provides the function for the connected mode UE in intra radio access mobility.

	Location:

High-level Function:
	RAN
	CN
	Comments

	Intra-radio access mobility, connected mode
	X
	X
	RAN: 

· To transfer the UE context in RAN from source to target.

· To trigger the CN to switch the IP bearer from source to target
CN:

· To transfer the UE context in CN from source to target

· To switch IP bearer from source to target
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