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1. Introduction

The output document [1], from the Montreal Joint SA2 and RAN3 meeting contains a table where the rows lists key functionalities. On such functionality is “MBMS”. It is felt that MBMS compose of different sub-function and in order to have a useful discussion on the placement of the MBMS functionality it is important to split it into clear sub-functions. 

2. Discussion

Multimedia, Broadcast and Multicast Services (MBMS) contains a number of separate UP and CP functionalities (RRC, RANAP and SM signalling, Cell broadcast, Splitting of UP flows, DL macro diversity, RRM). Out of these functionalities the most important functionalities for the CN/RAN split is deemed to be the MBMS context signalling, UP splitting point for multi/broad-cast bearer and the MBMS RRM functionalities. It is therefore proposed to separate these functionalities into different rows in the table in [1]. 

3. Conclusion and Proposal

Based on the above discussion, it is proposed to replace the row “MBMS” with:

· User plane splitting point for multicast / broadcast bearer (may include synchronization for DL macro diversity)

· RRM for multicast / broadcast bearer

· MBMS context management

Where each bullet corresponds to one row in the RAN/CN split table. Furthermore, it is proposed to allocate the UP split and RRM for multicast / broadcast to the RAN assuming they are not performed in the Node B, and to allocate MBMS context management to the CN.

4. References


[1] SRJ-050126 Function list Version 03
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