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Subject: Proposal for collaboration between 3GPP and TM Forum on Management of converged and hybrid wireline and wireless networks
Dear colleagues,
One unmistakable trend in the telecommunications industry is the convergence of wireless and wireline networks. This trend is a logical next step in telecoms networking, needed to meet expectations and requirements from end customers, from network operators and from service providers. Customers are requesting seamless services without the need to be aware whether these services are supported by wireless, wireline, or some form of hybrid networks. Customers are also expecting optimized quality of experience, again independent of the underlying network technology. Network operators and service providers are looking for opportunities to lower the cost of operating their networks and services. They need also to be able to assess and manage end-to-end performance, again irrespective of the technology implementing the components of end-to-end services.
This trend requires in our view also a next step in the integration of network and service management for wireless and wireline networks. The TM Forum has recently set-up a working group to address Management of converged and hybrid Wireless-Wireline Networks and Services (MWWNS). Recognising that there are organisations who have developed in-depth expertise in aspects of wireless or wireline management separately, this group focuses primarily on initiating and fostering collaboration between existing groups and standards bodies in order to address the management of wireless-wireline networks and services.  In addition, this group will provide contributions and insights where needed. The work of the group will focus on use cases, requirements and modelling, and Catalysts (rapid prototyping projects) that address specifically the management aspects of wireless wireline networks within a single operator and single operations environment.
TM Forum kindly invites 3GPP SA5 to study the attached proposals from the MWWNS group, aimed at close collaboration in extending the SID to model wireless networks and their resources. 
As a further cooperation area we propose to study how the 3GPP and the TM Forum approaches to Resource Fault Management could be harmonized.
TM Forum’s Management of Wireless-Wireline Networks and Services Group has weekly meetings via teleconference.
Looking forward to a positive response,
Kind regards,
TM Forum Management of Wireless-Wireline Networks and Services Group
