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Dear Liaison Partner,
The MEF, with the input of Service Providers, is actively working on the evolution of MEF 22.1 and at its January 2014 quarterly meeting, has approved the first draft for MEF 22.1.1 Mobile Backhaul Implementation Agreement, Small Cells Amendment.  This draft will be balloted internally over the next several months as we work towards approval of this as a MEF technical specification in mid 2014.  We are circulating this approved draft to our liaison partners to socialize the content of this work in progress and to seek comments on our work.

As background, all MEF approved technical specifications are publicly available at no cost on the web: 

http://metroethernetforum.org/carrier-ethernet/technical-specifications 
In addition, MEF’s liaison partners may access all MEF approved drafts (including D00118 – MEF 22.1.1) as follows:

http://metroethernetforum.org/liaison_login.htm 
Username:  mef

Password: M3F3030

The Mobile Backhaul Implementation Agreement identifies the requirements for MEF Ethernet Services (EVC) and MEF External Interfaces (EIs such as UNIs) for use in mobile backhaul networks based on MEF specifications.  MEF MBH IA, Phase 3 goals include small cells, multi-operator networks and time synchronization.  However, this first deliverable only covers small cells.
We would like to point out that in this draft amendment, MEF has introduced some terms to clarify the part of the transport network being specified.  These terms (backhaul, fronthaul and midhaul) are shown in the figure below, and are described in more detail in the draft.  We would like to ensure industry understanding of these clarifications and would appreciate your input.
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We thank our liaison partners for their valued input during the development of Phase 2 of the MBH IA, and look forward to receiving any comments you may have on this first deliverable of Phase 3.
Please note that the next MEF meetings are:

· April 7-10 – Budapest, Hungary
· July 28-31 – North America

________________________

1

2

