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ITU-T SG16 thanks ETSI E2NA on your LS (our TD 65/Gen, yours E2NA(12)04_016r1) informing the work progressed on a Technical Paper providing guidance on location of media transcoders.
We would like to inform you that SG 16 is studying a possible new work item on transcoding functions of speech and audio coders and is working on a revised version of the already published ITU-T Recommendation G.799.3 "Signal processing functionality and performance of an IP-to-IP voice gateway optimized for the transport of voice and voiceband data" which includes clause 6.1 on transcoding.
For video coding topics SG16 does not directly work on transcoding, however please note that Rec. ITU-T H.264 | ISO/IEC 14496-10 (Advanced Video Coding) does provide for scalable video coding (SVC).  Video may be “extracted” from an SVC-coded video bit stream, resulting in a coded video sequence of lower resolution, frame rate, or bit rate.  This scalability feature may be useful in the end-to-end services delivery model you describe – e.g. by substantially reducing the need for processing-intensive transcoding.  
We would also like to inform you that the development of the High Efficiency Video Coding (HEVC) specification has been completed.  HEVC received Consent at the January 2013 meeting of ITU-T SG16, and is currently also undergoing final approval in ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 (MPEG).  After final approval (expected no later than Spring 2013), the formal reference to the joint HEVC standard will be Rec. ITU-T H.265 | ISO/IEC 23008-2. We are also developing a scalability extension within the ongoing HEVC development.
ITU-T SG16 would like to kindly ask to keep ITU-T SG16 informed on your progress. 
__________________

	Attention: Some or all of the material attached to this liaison statement may be subject to ITU copyright. In such a case this will be indicated in the individual document. 
Such a copyright does not prevent the use of the material for its intended purpose, but it prevents the reproduction of all or part of it in a publication without the authorization of ITU.
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