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22nd March, 2010
Liaison letter

To: 3GPP SA4
3GPP Liaison inputs, 3GPPLiaison@etsi.org
Kari Järvinen, Chair 3GPP SA4, kari.ju.jarvinen@nokia.com
cc. Paolino Usai, Secretary 3GPP SA4, paolo.usai@etsi.org
cc. Stephen Hayes, Chair 3GPP TSG SA, stephen.hayes@ericsson.com
cc. Maurice Pope, Secretary 3GPP TSG SA, maurice.pope@etsi.org
Open IPTV Forum contacts: 

Paul Szucs, Solution Working Group chair, paul.szucs@eu.sony.com
Nilo Mitra, Architecture Working Group chair, nilo.mitra@ericsson.com
Catherine Hammond, Liaison Officer, liaisons@oipf.tv
Dear Kari, 
we would like to express sincere thanks for the provision of your liaison letter and documents on HTTP Streaming in time for our AVC Task Force meeting in Dublin on 9-10 March, and for your work to incorporate the outline requirements for OIPF HTTP Adaptive Streaming in your work on 3GPP Release 9.
We agree that alignment of the 3GPP HTTP Streaming and OIPF HTTP Adaptive Streaming (HAS) specifications is a wothwhile goal. For this reason we have provisionally agreed to base our HAS solution on the 3GPP R9 HTTP Streaming solution, whereby we will constrain certian features and in effect profile the specification in the following aspects:
· All segments shall start with a random access point (RAP) and as a consequence carry corresponding signalling that this is the case.
· Byte Ranges will not be used as a mechanism for identifying segments.
· Segments of representations containing different bitrate variants of the same content will be time aligned and the switch between them will be seamless.
Our ongoing work has so far identified some features that would seem to need to be added to the 3GPP solution in order to fulfil our requirements, namely:

· The capability to provide component streams (e.g. one or more audio streams) that are commonly required for all the adaptive versions of the main content representation. Such common components could be seen as partial content representations.

· The capability to provide systems-layer specific metadata for an item of content.
Any such additional features will be devised so as to minimise interoperability problems between 3GPP and OIPF compliant clients.

We aim to provide a further update of our progress as input for your meeting on 26-30 April. Unfortunately we note that our Solution WG interim meeting (26-28 April in Stuttgart) coincides with this. We aim to complete our work on HTTP Adaptive Streaming prior to our next face-to-face meeting after that, on 15-18 June in Calabasas.
Actions

To TSG-SA: OIPF requests to note our decision to adopt 3GPP R9 HTTP Streaming as the basis for our HTTP Adaptive Streaming solution in OIPF Release 2.

To SA4: OIPF requests to note our intention to provide specific information about the additions to 3GPP R9 HTTP Streaming as part of OIPF R2, with a view to taking the latter into consideration for harmonisation with your upcoming relevant work in 3GPP R10.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Szucs

Nilo Mitra
Catherine Hammond
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