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Introduction
GSMA’s NESAS Group (NESASG) is refining its new document FS.50, which contains requirements on SCAS development. This allows NESASG to receive and adopt SCASes from standards development organisations beyond 3GPP. This move was necessary to ensure that NESAS coverage can be extended to network equipment that supports network functions beyond those defined by 3GPP.
NESASG wishes to align with the SCAS development methodology defined and followed by 3GPP with the result that the SCAS requirements defined in FS.50 are in line with 3GPP TS 33.916.
3GPP TS 33.916, and a number of 3GPP SCASes, use the term “Network Product Class”. Feedback from the industry indicated to NESASG that the meaning of the term is unclear to a number of NESAS stakeholders. 
NESASG’s Interpretation of Network Product Class
NESASG understands that 3GPP defines Network Functions (NF). These NFs implement a functionality and interfaces. The 3GPP architecture consists of a multitude of NFs. A Network Product (NP) implements one or more NFs as a product developed by an equipment vendor. SCASes are defined per NF and are individual to each NF, with the exception of the generic SCAS 3GPP TS 33.117. If a NP implements multiple NFs, all the SCASes for these NFs apply. 
It is NESASG’s understanding that a SCAS has a 1:1 relationship to a NF. It is therefore unclear to NESASG why SCASes do not refer to NFs, but rather refer to Network Product Classes (NPC). It should be irrelevant for defining a SCAS`if equipment vendors combine the same set of NFs to a NP, or if NPs differ across equipment vendors. A NPC assumes similarity of functionality across products of different equipment vendors.
Questions to 3GPP SA3
NESASG wishes to provide clear and useful guidance and documentation to the industry, and to standards development organisations in particular, on SCAS development and would like to better understand the meaning of the term NPC.
Questions:
1. What is the purpose of the term Network Product Class, what does it describe and why was it introduced by SA3?
2. Is the term Network Product Class equal to Network Function?
3. What is the relationship or distinction between the terms Network Product Class, Network Function, and Network Product?
4. Is the above NESASG interpretation of the terms correct, based on SA3’s understanding?
Request to 3GPP SA3
3GPP SA3 is kindly asked to answer the questions above, which will provide clear and welcome guidance to NESASG.
Next meetings
NESASG #25:	18 January 2024
NESASG #26: 22 February 2024
NESASG # 27: 12 – 14 March 2024
							C2 General
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