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1. Introduction 

CTIA – The Wireless Association® would like to thank GSMA, GCF, 3GPP and COST for its 
interest in the CTIA Test Plan for Wireless Device Over-the-Air Performance (“CTIA OTA Test 
Plan”).   

Recently, we have received many questions regarding usage of the CTIA OTA Test Plan and 
how network operators outside the U.S. may contribute to the ongoing development of the test 
plan.  We would like to inform you of the answers we have provided individually to members of 
your organizations who have asked these questions in the hope that this will help answer similar 
questions your members may have regarding the CTIA OTA Test Plan. 

2. Discussion 

a) Usage of the CTIA OTA Test Plan 

The CTIA OTA Test Plan may be freely downloaded by anyone from CTIA’s website at: 
http://www.ctia.org/policy-initiatives/certification/certification-test-plans 

Testing to the CTIA OTA Test Plan may be conducted only by CTIA Authorized Test Labs 
(CATLs).  This is necessary in order to maintain quality control and to provide confidence that the 
test results are accurate and repeatable.  In order to become a CATL, each lab must have 
ISO/IEC 17025 accreditation and must also undergo a rigorous authorization process which 
includes an on-site audit by a CTIA-appointed Subject Matter Expert.  CATLs sign, and must 
abide by, a license and service agreement with CTIA and are subjected to regular inter-laboratory 
comparison testing. 

CTIA has a global network of CATLs authorized to conduct testing to the CTIA OTA Test Plan 
(currently over 60), which may be referenced at http://www.ctia.org/policy-
initiatives/certification/ctia-authorized-test-labs.   

Each CATL individually establishes the fee it will charge for its testing services.  CTIA charges the 
lab a nominal USD 2,500 license fee for each use of the test plan when the device under test is 
not applying for CTIA or PTCRB certification.  This fee is necessary in order to fund the 
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operations of the CTIA Certification Program and its working groups (CTIA membership is not 
required to submit devices for CTIA certification or use its certification test plans via CATLs). 

b) Contributing to the Development of the CTIA OTA Test Plan 

CTIA has received and responded to many LSs requesting specific updates to the CTIA OTA 
Test Plan so that it can be used by network operators outside of the U.S.  CTIA has been pleased 
to incorporate many of these additions and to work them into our test plan release schedule.  We 
look forward to continuing to work with your organizations to make further updates so that 
additional parties can take advantage of the test plan. 

Many network operators outside the U.S. have asked how they can participate directly in CTIA’s 
OTA-related activities.  The OTA work is organized using a plenary group and a number of sub-
working groups. The OTA Working Group serves as the plenary and currently under its 
management are three sub-working groups (MIMO, M2M and Measurement Uncertainty): 

 CTIA membership is required in order to participate in the OTA Working Group.  
Operators outside the U.S. may join CTIA as Associate members (see 
http://www.ctia.org/become-a-member/membership-application for membership 
details).  Any membership level allows companies to participate equally in working 
group meetings and submit working group contributions. All decisions are by 
consensus. 

 CTIA membership is not required to participate in the sub-groups.  The sub-group 
chairpersons must approve participation requests from companies that are not CTIA 
members.  Approved requests allow companies to participate in a sub-group for a 
period of six months. The assumption is that these companies have expertise in the 
topics under discussion within the sub-group and will add value to the work efforts of 
the sub-group. The sub-group chairpersons can extend the term of participation of a 
non-member company if the company is actively participating in the sub-group and 
continues to add value to the sub-group’s work efforts.   

3. Actions 

Should you have further questions about the CTIA OTA Test Plan, please contact any of the 
individuals noted below. 

 
Should you have further questions about CTIA membership, please contact Mark Sargent as 
noted below. 

 

Contact Info 

CTIA OTA Working Group Chair: Paul Moller (Motorola Mobility) - paulmoller@motorola.com 
CTIA OTA Working Group Vice-Chair: Ronald Borsato (Spirent Communications) - 
ron.borsato@spirent.com 
CTIA Vice President of Certification Programs: Mark Sargent – msargent@ctia.org 
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Dates of Upcoming Working Group Meetings: 

CTIA OTA Working Group Conference call  Date: March 17, 2015 

CTIA MIMO OTA Sub-Group Conference call  Date: March 23, 2015 

CTIA OTA MU Sub-Group Conference call  Date: March 11, 2015 

CTIA MIMO OTA Sub-Group F2F Meeting  Date: April 7, 2015 

CTIA OTA MU Sub-Group F2F Meeting  Date: April 8, 2015 

CTIA OTA M2M Sub-Group F2F Meeting  Date: April 8, 2015 

CTIA OTA Working Group F2F Meeting  Date: April 9, 2015 

The F2F meeting will be held in San Diego from April 7 to April 9, 2015 hosted by Microsoft. 
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