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Summary

The GSMA has been providing training to manufacturers, regulatory authorities and other stakeholders all over the world about the TAC/IMEI usage, requirements and how to obtain them. IT has become apparent that new manufacturers and other interested parties know where in the 3GPP standards the TAC/IMEI is defined but they have difficulty finding out from where they can obtain TACs/IMEIs.

Background and Introduction

The TAC and IMEI number allocations were originally administered and funded by a number of national authorities as part of the type approval of mobile devices. In 1999, the type approval regime was abolished as a European regulatory obligation and this required industry to establish an alternative means to allocate identifiers to mobile devices. In April 2000, the GSMA was asked by industry stakeholders to assume responsibility for allocating IMEI number ranges, and Type Allocation Codes, to mobile device manufacturers.

The GSMA was formally appointed by the industry as the Global Decimal Administrator (GDA) in 2004 with responsibility for:
· Appointing regional bodies to allocate TAC/IMEI ranges
· Maintaining lists of allocated TACs/IMEIs
· Distributing lists of allocated ranges via IMEI Database
· Provide expertise and advice on allocations


The GSMA is the only appointed allocation authority for 3GPP and 3GPP/3GPP2 compliant devices. The TIA can only allocate TAC for 3GPP/3GPP2 compliant devices.


Within the GSMA, the responsibility for the strategy and policy pertaining to TAC/IMEI allocation rests with the Terminal Steering Group whose members are from both the operator and manufacturer communities.




Request to 3GPP CT4 & ETSI
Within 3GPP TS 23.003 section 6.1, it states “The Type Allocation Code (TAC) is issued by a central body” however it does not say who the central body is or how it can be contacted. TSG respectfully asks that the following be added to 3GPP TS 23.003 section 6.1 to provide greater clarity
“The Type Allocation Code (TAC) is issued by the GSM Association in its capacity as the Global Decimal Administrator. Further information can be found in the GSMA TS.06 IMEI Allocation and Approval Process”

Should it be considered appropriate, the GSMA is agreeable to the following information also be included in 3GPP TS 23.003 section 6.1

“The IMEI database can be contacted via the following email address imeihelpdesk@gsma.com 
Access to the IMEI Databased can be requested at https://imeidb.gsma.com/imei/login.jsp.   
TS.06 IMEI Allocation and Approval Process is available on the GSMA Website: http://www.gsma.com/newsroom/gsmadocuments/”



This will help manufacturers with obtaining TAC/IMEI for their own devices and help other stakeholders by clearing up any confusion about where TAC/IMEI are obtained from.
A reply to this LS is requested by the 29th February 2016 which will be in time for discussion at the TSG#23 meeting on 16th and 17th March 2016 in Bangkok.
Contact
In case of further questions, these can be directed to Paul Gosden, GSMA Director for TSG [mailto:pgosden@gsma.com].
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