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1. Introduction

The Commission Decision 2008/294/EC on harmonised conditions of spectrum use for the operation of mobile communication services on aircraft (MCA services) in the Community has been published on 7 April 2008. Here it states (clause 3)  “As early as possible, and no later than six months following the entry into force of this Decision, the Member States shall make the frequency bands listed in Table 1 in the Annex available for MCA services on a non-interference and non-protected basis, provided such services meet the conditions set out in the Annex [of the decision].“ 
More over, from press release IP/08/537 of the European Commission of 7 April 2008 it can be deducted that ordinary mobiles phones are intended to be used in the on board systems.

2. Discussion

So far, mobile equipment has normally been specified and designed for operation on the surface of the earth (in the range of 860 hPa to 1060 hPa).

The pressure on board aircrafts may reach down to approximately 617 hPa under normal flight conditions. 

Thus, the present requirements found in ETSI Harmonized Standards do not cover the expected environmental conditions found in commercial aircrafts.

TFES kindly asks ETSI MSG, and 3GPP RAN WG4 to consider the above.

Next TFES meeting: 25-26/11 2008.

