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[bookmark: _Toc424234021]Annex X GATS BTS potential impact on LI for S8HR
Introduction
This Annex provides information related to any national regulations that require S8HR type services to be licensed under local regulation according to their provisions under GATS for Basic Telecommunication Services [XX]
Background
The World Trade Organization is an international body dealing with the rules of trade between nations. Between 1994 and 1997 WTO members negotiated terms for Basic Telecommunications Services. This resulted in an Annex on Telecommunication under the General Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS)[XX]. 
Many of the signatory nations now have licensing procedures in place to allow foreign carriers to offer Basic Telecommunication Services.  The key distinction between roaming arrangements, and GATS Basic Telecommunication Service, is where control and routing of the telecommunications service takes place. Once licensed as a foreign carrier, it is regulated in that country, and usually it will be obligated to meet applicable local national laws. This may include providing Lawful Interception facilities in that country. Further this localized Lawful Interception facilities usually needs to be operated or controlled by a local entity such as subsidiary or partner.
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[xx]	World Trade Organization, General Agreement on Trade in Services, Fourth GATS Protocol: Schedules of Specific Commitments Concerning Basic Telecommunications
[xx]	WTO GATS “ Annex on Telecommunications”

