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1. Overall Description:

As a result of the successful activities of the ETSI BOARD-IMS-TEST group, the ETSI Board is considering a proposal to create an ETSI Technical Committee dedicated to IMS Network Testing (TC INT).
It is proposed that this new Technical Committee will integrate the following IMS testing-related activities: 
· TC TISPAN WG6

· BOARD-IMS-TEST ad hoc interest group

· ETSI PlugtestsTM events

TISPAN standardisation of the IMS core is being transferred to 3GPP. However, the future of the TISPAN testing group (WG6) is not clear. No firm time-table exists and indeed, it is doubtful if the activities of WG6 and the BOARD-IMS-TEST group will ever be incorporated under the 3GPP umbrella. Furthermore, TISPAN WG6 does not have a mandate to work on its current test specifications for core IMS (such as SIP/ISUP) which are related to IMS Release 7 and beyond.
The BOARD-IMS-TEST group consider it vital that these activities continue. In the ideal case this will be in the neutral framework of ETSI and with the support of ETSI Secretariat expertise such as that provided by the CTI (Centre for Testing and Interoperability, which includes the ETSI PlugtestsTM service).
This new Technical Committee will fill the existing gap for the IMS Core Network testing standards/specification activities, and will establish a stable bridge between standardization and industry through the execution of IMS Interoperability events in connection with ETSI Plugtests. This will also allow to promote IMS by coordinating relevant Plugtest events with other events/activities such as those organised by OMA, MSF, IMS Forum, etc.

Note that this proposed Technical Committee does not compete with the terminal IMS testing work of RAN5 and IMTC. RAN5 IMS testing is tied to the conformance testing of terminal equipment and concentrates on the IMS aspects over the air interface. IMTC testing in the IMS Activity Group (IMS AG) is focusing on the terminal end-to-end testing for IMS services. The work of this proposed TC will focus on improving general network interoperability from a practical perspective, e.g., though interoperability events, but based on sound test specifications. Thus, the scope of the proposed TC complements, rather than competes with, RAN5 and IMTC testing. Interoperability testing will be performed by this group using end-to-end testing, where radio access is not the focus of testing activities. The main concern is to check Interoperability and conformance through the delivery of services. 
The creation of ETSI TC INT is proposed and supported by:

France Telecom \ Orange

Iskratel

Italtel

Nokia Siemens Networks

Sintesio (applying for ETSI membership)

Telecom Italia

Telefon AB LM Ericsson

Telefonica S.A.

Telekom Austria
2. Actions:

To: 3GPP SA
ACTION: 
It is important to ETSI that the activities of the proposed TC INT are carried out with the understanding and goodwill of 3GPP SA. Therefore, considering that the work of the proposed TC INT complements (and does not conflict with) the existing 3GPP testing activities of RAN5 and the IMTC end-to-end testing activities of IMS AG the ETSI BOARD-IMS-TEST group requests 3GPP SA for a confirmation of their support for the creation of this new TC.
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