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	Title:
	Liaison from MEF requesting information on “Scenarios and Requirements for LTE Small Cell Enhancement” 

	
	

	Date:
	25 October 2012

	
	

	Location:
	Shanghai, PRC

	
	

	Contacts:
	[bookmark: _Toc167602838]Nan Chen, President MEF (nan@metroethernetforum.org)
Raghu Ranganathan, TC Co-Chair (rraghu@ciena.com)
Mike Bencheck, TC Co-Chair (mike.bencheck@verizon.com)

	
	

	To:
	3GPP TSG RAN WG
      Takehiro Nakamura, Chair (nakamurata@nttdocomo.co.jp)
      Marc Grant, Vice-Chair (marc.grant@att.com)
      Hai Tang, Vice-Chair (tanghai@chinamobile,com)
      Han Van Bussel, Vice-Chair (han.van.bussel@telekom.de) 

	
	

	
From:
	
Metro Ethernet Forum



Dear Messrs Nakamura, Grant, Tang and Van Bussel,

The MEF has a specification (MEF 22.1 Mobile Backhaul Implementation Agreement Phase 2) that identifies the requirements for MEF Ethernet Services and MEF External Interfaces for use in Mobile Backhaul networks.

This was announced as part of the “MEF for Mobile” initiative this past February:
http://metroethernetforum.org/page_loader.php?p_id=274

In addition, all MEF approved technical specifications (including MEF 22.1) are publicly available at no cost on the web: 
http://metroethernetforum.org/page_loader.php?p_id=29

There is ongoing work in MEF (Phase 3 MBH IA Project) to extend MEF 22.1
to include:
1. Backhaul across multiple service providers 
2. Time/Phase Synchronization  
3. Backhaul for Small Cells
We have been progressing on this work this year and expect to have a revised working draft before our next meeting in January 2013.  The work on MEF MBH Phase 3 is projected to progress to letter ballot anticipated in mid-2014.  

For ‘Small Cell backhaul’, we are looking to understand the usage scenarios for small cells, the architecture within which they operate and the requirements these impose on the backhaul.   We have become aware that there is a work item in 3GPP TSG RAN (“Scenarios and Requirements for LTE Small Cell Enhancement”) that may provide the input we seek. 

We would appreciate your indication as to the scope of the work you are doing in this space – in particular whether you believe that it will address our need as expressed above – and the timeline within which you intend to produce a specification as a result of that work.

The MEF meets next 28–31 January 2013, it would be very useful to us if you could reply to this liaison in advance of that. 
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