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1. Overall description:
ETSI ISG NFV would like to inform your organization about the scope, progress and future work plans of the ISG activities on policy management. At the same time, we hope this liaison statement could also trigger future collaboration among SDOs and open source organizations to enhance and accelerate the progress of work.
ETSI NFV considers policy management as a key area for NFV resources management and orchestration. The policy management architectural framework had been specified within the scope of NFV Release 3, involving primarily the definition of interfaces for managing policies. In the current Release 4, ETSI NFV is expanding the scope of policy management work by focusing on defining the policy information and data models. As a result, ETSI NFV expects to provide a more comprehensive standard solution for policy management in the near future.
A more detailed description of ETSI NFV past and ongoing work is available as an annex to this liaison statement.
As policy management related work was done or is on-going in other organizations as well, ETSI ISG NFV would like to explore potential collaboration with your organization as detailed in the "2. Actions" section.

2. Actions:
Given that the work on policy management models in ETSI ISG NFV is just starting, we would like to invite your organization for regular cooperation and exchange about the progress of work related to policy management, considering in particular the following actions:
1) Exchange the information about the work in scope of policy management.
2) Provide comments and suggestions about the policy management work between the two organizations.
3) Consider possible further joint undertakings to enhance cooperation.

3. Date of next meetings of the originator:
Date				Meeting						Place
30th November –		NFV#32					Online e-meeting
4th December 2020

1st February –			NFV#33					TBD
5th February 2021

Furthermore, the WG in charge of the policy model study has weekly conference calls on Wednesdays.

Annex: ETSI NFV past and ongoing work on policy management

ETSI NFV believes that policy-driven management is one of the important factors to support network O&M automation. It is for this reason that ETSI NFV aims to address different aspects of policy management, such as: 
· standardized NFV policy model to realize the internal deployment and define interactions with the policy management functions; 
· exposing policy management capabilities that enable interactions between external systems/entities and NFV-MANO, including but not limited to interfaces, operations, protocols, etc.
We identified two standardization directions for policy management in ETSI NFV:
1. Standardization of policy content
2. Standardization of policy management interfaces, operations and procedures
As part of Release 3, the standardization of policy management completed by NFV mainly focused on item 2:
· ETSI GS NFV-IFA 005/006/007/008/013 enhanced the five reference points by adding new interfaces and information model related to the policy lifecycle management, that is, they define the requirements of the policy management interface, the type of policy lifecycle management operations, etc. (please refer to the figure below);
· ETSI GR NFV-IFA 023 reported about PAP/PF management functions and their mapping relationship with NFV-MANO FBs. Thirteen policy use cases for different policy types and preliminary requirements for policy information models were documented;
· ETSI GS NFV-SOL 012 GS specifies the RESTful implementation of the MANO policy management interface; defines the URI, HTTP method, data models and describes the sequence diagrams; provides functionalities for fulfilling interface operations of policy management to align with the stage2 design;
· ETSI GS NFV-IFA 011 and ETSI GS NFV-IFA 014 specify capabilities addressing use cases of the automatic scaling policy described as part of the VNFD/NSD templates, which also relate to policy management. 
The above published specifications or reports can be found at: https://www.etsi.org/deliver/ .



 
ETSI NFV current specification work on the policy management in NFV Release 4 is coordinated via the new feature FEAT26 on "Policy management models". The scope of work is as follows:
· Analyze existing policy information and data models and identify solutions that potentially could be applied to NFV-MANO.
· Determine the objectives and management alternatives for policy management applicable to NFV-MANO.
· Identify policy information model applicable to NFV-MANO.
· Identify policy data model applicable to NFV-MANO.
As part of FEAT26, the DGR/NFV-IFA042 work item had recently been created. Its main scope is to cover the first point of the list above with the goal to conclude with recommendations for next steps in ETSI NFV by March 2021. 
The above public draft DGR/NFV-IFA042 can be found at: https://docbox.etsi.org/ISG/NFV/Open/Drafts.
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