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[bookmark: _Toc327548005][bookmark: _Toc327548205][bookmark: _Toc330993688]BACKGROUND
Based on discussion in PACKET #87 on 22nd September 2016, BT [EE] raised an issue relating to Diameter wait timers occasionally causing operational issues for outbound international roamers.  Due to the visited network MME not having a long enough waiting time for the ULA message from the home HSS (from sending a ULR), the MME would fail the Update Location procedure. This was caused by latencies in IPX’s as well as MNO’s themselves transiting Diameter messages.  The answer pending timer value for the ULR transaction from MME to HSS is configured to differing values by mobile operators, and thus open to interpretation. We don’t believe there are any 3GPP or IETF RFC specifications that recommends any specific waiting time values for answer pending (i.e. response) for Diameter messages.
PACKET is aware that CT4 has been discussing Diameter timers, and believes that this will continue in the October meeting (17th – 24th October.)

ACTION to 3GPP CT4
CT4 is kindly requested to advise PACKET on possible solutions to cope with this issue for DIAMETER protocol commands on the S6a interface (specified in TS 29.272).  
NEXT MEETING
PACKET #88 	3rd November 2016 
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