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Mr. Frederic Gabin, Chair, 3GPP TSG SA WG4 (SA4); Frederic.Gabin@DOLBY.COM 
Dr. Thomas Stockhammer (FS_5GVideo Rapporteur); tsto@qti.qualcomm.com 

October 25, 2021

Dear Frederic and Thomas,

Thank you for your liaison from August. ATSC has noted with interest the ongoing SA4 work item “5G Video Codec Characteristics” (26.955) in particular the consideration of VVC.

ATSC has approved a New Project Proposal (NPP) to begin work on adding the video compression standard ITU-T H.266 | ISO/IEC 23090-3 Versatile Video Coding (VVC) to the ATSC 3.0 suite of standards. Initial work on VVC has commenced in the TG3/S41 Specialist Group on Video.

The NPP authorizes ATSC TG3/S41 to begin codification of “VVC in ATSC as an additional video codec with appropriate constraints that could be used for existing or new services.  It is anticipated that supporting higher video resolutions up to 8k will be a capability of the VVC ATSC standard.   One or more profiles will be codified. The profiles shall be conformant to CMAF (ISO/IEC 23000-19) draft VVC profiles (AMD2), unless it is not possible for some technical reason.” 

ATSC believes that it is in the interest of the industry for related SDOs to align standards where possible, to facilitate worldwide market adoption. As such, ATSC will keep SA4 apprised of its progress on a VVC profile. Conversely, ATSC would appreciate learning more about target use cases, capabilities/features and constraints on VVC, if it is selected by SA4. 

ATSC intends to complete the VVC standardization effort by the end of Q1 2022 and requests cooperation with SA4 on the development of common constraints and profiles.

ATSC looks forward to future correspondence on this topic.

Sincerely,
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Ms. Madeleine Noland, President, ATSC
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