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The 5G Media Action Group (5G-MAG) is a cross industry association which drives collaboration on the implementation of 5G solutions in the domains of production and distribution of audio-visual media content and services. In its role as 3GPP Market Representation Partner, 5G-MAG brings into 3GPP a consensus view of market requirements for the implementation and deployment of 5G technologies on the topics and features of interest of the media industry.

A new proposal has been submitted to RAN #91-e which contains a WID regarding new carrier bandwidths for “LTE based 5G Terrestrial Broadcast” specified in Rel-14 and Rel-16 (see document RP-210127). Broadcasters around the world are interested to deploy 5G Broadcast in the spectrum band allocated to the broadcasting service by ITU-R, i.e. the band 470 – 694/698 MHz. 

Any deployment of “LTE-based 5G Terrestrial Broadcast” networks will have to co-exist with conventional DTT networks for the foreseeable future, which are deployed within the aforementioned bands. Different ITU-R regions use different RF channel rasters for broadcasting in the band 470-694/698 MHz, e.g. 8 MHz in Region 1, 6 MHz in Region 2, or 6, 7 and 8 MHz in different countries in Region 3.Therefore, in order to ease compatibility between different networks and to use RF channels efficiently it is necessary to specify 6, 7 and 8 MHz carrier bandwidths for “LTE-based 5G Terrestrial Broadcast” in the spectrum range 470 – 694/698 MHz.

5G-MAG welcomes the proposal in RP-210127 to enhance the 3GPP suite of standards with the aforementioned features and would like to express its support. With this, the specification of “LTE-based 5G Terrestrial Broadcast” will be complete and self-contained. This is important to create a global ecosystem for the deployment of the technology. Moreover, timely incorporation of these modifications is important for the media vertical. Hence, the proposal to target Rel-17 is also strongly supported by 5G-MAG.

For technical queries please contact:

Dr Roland Beutler						Dr Jordi J. Giménez
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