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	Reason for change:
	In RAN2 Rel-18 NCR, a capability named nonDRB-NCR-r18 was introduced to indicate whether the NCR-MT supports SRB2 configuration without DRB. Meanwhile, RAN2 agreed that SRB2 is mandatory feature for NCR-MT, but DRB is optionally supported for NCR-MT. 
According to TS 38.331, if SRB2 is not configured, some “issues” may occur, and the spec describs the behaviour as below:
1. UE cannot be released to RRC_INACTIVE state; instead, the UE can be released to RRC_IDLE state;
2. UE cannot trigger RRC re-establishment upon RLF (or when UE is unable to comply the RRCReconfiguration message); instead, the UE enters RRC_IDLE directly;
3. NAS message cannot be transmitted over SRB2; instead, NAS messages will be transmitted over SRB1. 
However, considering DRB establishement can only be triggered by NCR-MT, by coupling SRB2 and DRB capabilities, it is possible that gNB is not able to establish SRB2 when DRB establishment is not triggered by NCR-MT, so, above “issue” is unavoidable in some cases and the usefulness of nonDRB-NCR-r18 capability is questionable. (e.g. NCR-MT indicates the support of DRB, but does not support SRB2 without DRB)
In RAN2#129 meeting, companies discussed above issue and made below agreement: 
Agreement:
1	SRB2 is considered as mandatory feature, and decouple SRB2 capability with DRB capability (e.g. dummy “nonDRB-NCR-r18”)
Note1: This allows NW to configure SRB2 at anytime if it wants, so the “issues” won’t happen.
Note2: This also means it is mandatory for NCR-MT to trigger RRC Reestablishment procedure upon RLF if SRB2 is configured; 

According to the RAN2 agreement, nonDRB-NCR-r18 capability should be dummified. This CR is provided to capture above RAN2 agreement. 
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	Summary of change:
	1. Dummy “nonDRB-NCR-r18” capability. 	Comment by Lenovo: Typo, suffix should be “-r18”.	Comment by ZTE-Liujing: Thanks, now it is fixed.

Impact analysis
Impacted 5G architecture options:
NR SA

Impacted functionality:
SRB2 configuration

Inter-operability:
· If the network is implemented according to the CR and the NCR-MT is not, or, if the NCR-MT is implemented according to the CR and the network is not, the network and the NCR-MT may have different understandings on whether SRB2 without DRB can be configured and result in RRC configuration failure. 


	
	

	Consequences if not approved:
	The spec is unclear how to indicate the mandatory support of SRB2 configuration for NCR-MT and it is unclear how to set the ”nonDRB-NCR-r18” capability.
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***omit non-related part***
–	NCR-Parameters	Comment by ZTE-Liujing: Fixed the style issue raised by Lenovo. 
The IE NCR-Parameters is used to indicate the UE capabilities supported by NCR-MT.
NCR-Parameters information element
-- ASN1START
-- TAG-NCR-PARAMETERS-START

NCR-Parameters-r18::=                   SEQUENCE {
    inactiveStateNCR-r18                    ENUMERATED {supported}                                  OPTIONAL,
    supportedNumberOfDRBs-NCR-r18           ENUMERATED {n1,n16}                                     OPTIONAL,
    nonDRB-NCR-r18dummy                          ENUMERATED {supported}                                  OPTIONAL
}

-- TAG-NCR-PARAMETERS-STOP
-- ASN1STOP
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