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T3 thanks T2 for their LS (T2-000260, T3 000226). T3 would like to offer the following response:

· How are the identities of the user stored on the USIM?

A USIM is an application on a UICC (smart card); there can several USIMS co-exist on a single UICC. Each USIM carries exactly one permanent identity (IMSI).

· In the present UE development, a type 2 UE will be the most probable type of multi-mode UE. Is the USIM restricted to use only one subscriber identity or could there be more than one on the UICC?

A USIM has only one permanent identity (see above), but two temporary identities (TMSIs) for PS and CS connections, respectively.

· How are the GSM and the USIM applications placed on the UICC? 

The GSM and USIM applications are clearly separated in a UICC because they reside each in their own directory. Whereas a SIM is selected by the ME by directly selecting the file ID, for the USIM the application selection is normally by an application identifier (according to ISO).

· What is the interaction between them?

Logically, the applications are completely separate. However, there may be links between SIM and USIM files (e.g. the IMSI), but this is up to the network operator/card issuer and outside the scope of T3.

· Are there different options for the GSM application to be placed on a UICC?

It should be noted that a UICC does not need a SIM, even not for roaming into GSM radio access networks. The purpose of a SIM in a UICC would be solely to support GSM-only terminals. The USIM has the capabilities to support GSM radio access networks by itself (this is achieved e.g. by providing storage for files required for GSM access like BCCH etc.). There is no possibility for the user to switch between a SIM and a USIM (whereas, if multiple USIMs are present in a UICC, the user can choose between them).

The GSM application on a UICC, if present, is at a fixed location given by GSM 11.11.

· Are there any information that is shared between the SIM and the USIM applications?

The only information that may be shared according to the standards is the phonebook. In addition, there may be links between files as mentioned above.

· Is there a possibility to include a subscription / identity for another Radio Access Technology / mode than GSM and / or UMTS FDD/TDD?

The UICC is capable of supporting multiple applications.  A subscription for another access technology would be another application on a UICC.

· Are there any differences between the identities for PS and CS services?

 There is only one IMSI per USIM, but there are two TMSIs for PS and CS, respectively.

· Could they be divided into different subscriptions?

In principle, there could be two USIMs (i.e. subscriptions) in a UICC, where one subscription is a PS and the other a CS one (where these subscription options would be managed by the HLR).

