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Introduction

As most delegates will now be aware, ETSI has recently created a new committee called "ETSI Project 'New SMG9'". The main goal of the new committee will be to create specifications to standardise a common smart card platform suitable for use by all mobile telecommunication systems. The aim is to allow a single smart card to support several different systems (e.g. GSM, W-CDMA, CDMA 2000, IS-41 etc). There will be several differences with most other ETSI committees, the most important being that "New SMG9" meetings will be open to member companies of the supporting committees such as 3GPP, 3GPP2, GAIT, T1, TR 45, TR 45.3, GSM association and others to be identified.

Impact on T3 specifications

One of the first targets of "New SMG9" (after choosing a proper name!) is likely to be the development of a specification for the physical and logical characteristics of the terminal / smart card interface. It has been identified that the current scope and content of the T3 specification, TS 31.101 is in line with the draft scope of "New SMG9". Given that the 3GPP PCG has endorsed the approach that "New SMG9" should specify the common aspects of a mobile telecommunications smart card, it can be concluded that "New SMG9" should now be responsible for the content that is currently contained in TS 31.101.

Practical way forward for TS 31.101
TS 31.101 is currently an approved and published specification. It may create some confusion simply to transfer responsibility for this specification from T3 to "New SMG9". The following procedure could avoid such confusion:

1)
SMG9 should create a new TS which would be a virtually a direct copy of the current version of 3G TS 31.101 (v3.1.0);

2)
T3 should create a change request to TS 31.101 to delete most of the content of the specification. TS 31.101 would then only consist of reference(s) to the new SMG9 specification and material (if any) which is specific to the 3GPP system. 

This would need to be done for release 1999 version of TS 31.101 since it would not make sense for T3 to be responsible for the contents of R1999 TS 31.101 and "New SMG9" for the contents R2000 TS 31.101. Both of the above two steps are largely editorial and could be completed during the Visby meeting of both committees. Then in future, most work that would have been done by T3 on TS 31.101 would instead be done by "New SMG9". 

Transfer of specifications from SMG to the 3GPP

It is expected that the SMG committee will be closed after SMG meeting #32 in June 2000 and that the remaining specifications for which SMG is still been responsible and which are of relevance to GSM, will be transferred to the 3GPP. This is subject to the final approval of the 3GPP Organisation Partners, which is expected to be announced on 19 May, 2000. This transfer would include remaining SMG9 GSM related specifications such as GSM 11.11, GSM 11.12, GSM 11.14, GSM 11.17 (SIM Test specification), GSM 11.18, GSM 11.19 and GSM 11.10-4 (SIM toolkit test specification). It means, for example, that T3 will then be responsible for both GSM 11.14 and TS 31.111 and therefore that all (U)SIM toolkit related work will, in future, take place within T3. 

Other areas of work for "New SMG9"

Since "New SMG9" will be responsible for the common aspects of mobile telecoms smart cards, they may want to investigate the feasibility of splitting the (U)SIM toolkit specifications into a common part and a system-specific part (i.e. in the same way that GSM 11.11 was split into TS 31.101 and TS 31.102). However, this is not a task that could be undertaken in a single meeting, so until this issue is examined further by T3 and "New SMG9", T3 would be responsible for all (U)SIM toolkit related specifications.

Summary

In summary, the adoption of steps 1) and 2) mentioned above would have the following impacts on T3 and "New SMG9":

-
during their Visby meeting, "New SMG9" would create and approve a new specification which would be identical in techincal content to TS 31.101

-
during their Visby meeting, T3 would draft and agree a change request that deletes most of the content of TS 31.101 and replaces it by a reference(s) to the new SMG9 specification.

Remaining SMG9 GSM specifications will probably all be transferred to T3 after the June SMG plenary. This, together with the above two points, means that in future:

-
most work related to the physical and logical characteristics of the Smartcard  - Terminal interface will be done in "New SMG9";

-
most work related to (U)SIM Toolkit would be done within T3 until the feasibility of splitting the specification has been examined and agreed by both T3 and "New SMG9".

Page 1

