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The ETSI document EG 201 220 v1.4.0 “ETSI numbering system for telecommunication;  Application providers (AID)” provides the procedure for application providers to apply for an AID from ETSI.  It also gives details of the AID.  The AID is used to explicitly select an application in a multi-application smart card, e.g. a USIM application (there may be more than one) or a GSM application on the same card.

The procedure is a relatively simple and can be summarised thus:

· The application provider fills in the form contained in annex 1

· The application provider pays the required fee for issuance of the AID

The document gives details as to what the criteria are for acceptance or rejection of the application.  

Format of the AID.

The AID consists of two parts: the RID (Registered application provider ID) and the PIX (Proprietary application Identifier Extension).  The ETSI RID as registered by ISO is “A000000009”.

The PIX format is defined in EG 201-220 and is between 7 and 11 bytes long.  There are currently two PIXs registered with ETSI: The GSM Application which is 0001 RRRR SSSS 89, and SIM Toolkit applications which have the following format 0002 RRRR SSSS 89 TTTTTT UU.

where RRRR is the country code of the card issuer as defined in ITU Recommendation E.164, right justified and padded with ‘F’ on the left, SSSS is the card issuer code defined in ITU-T recommendation E.118, right justified and padded with ‘F’ on the left, TTTTTT is the Toolkit Application Reference (TAR) as defined in GSM 03.48 and UU is provider specific data.

This mechanism ensures that card issuers can allocate their own PIX without having to explicitly register it with ETSI, i.e. if a card issuer wants to issue GSM application they just identify  their application with coutry and issuer code. (e.g. Orange in the UK would have the AID A0000000090001FF44FF1289).  The same would apply for a non ETSI member.

Possibilities for USIM AIDs

There are two possibilities for the definition and administration of AIDs for 3GPP.

1. One of the partner standards bodies (possibly ETSI) administers the AIDs for the USIM applications in the same way as outlined in EG 201-220.

2. Each partner standard body registers their own RID with ISO, and 3GPP defines a common format for the PIX for USIM applications, ensuring that the PIX can define the card issuer/application provider uniquely in order to avoid the situations of AID duplication, or requiring the application provider to register a specific PIX for their own USIM implementation.

One area that will require clarification is how to align whichever mechanism is decided upon with any proposals that might come from 3GPP2.

